
ADB’s commitment to bringing energy to all aims to help poor households access 
the opportunities provided by modern power. By building on proven approaches 
for delivering clean, reliable, and affordable energy, ADB and its partners seek to 
end the state of persistent energy poverty that keeps many of the region’s people 
in the dark.
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Energy for All 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is committed to helping achieve access to 
energy for all people in the region. Modern, affordable energy is an integral part of 
any development strategy and creates immediate and life-changing benefits for 
the poor. Increasing access to energy is a pillar of ADB’s Energy Policy and part of 
the long-term strategy for inclusive regional growth. ADB’s Energy for All Initiative 
supports the development and implementation of access to energy projects and 
builds ADB’s internal capabilities to better meet the critical energy needs of its 
developing member countries.

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is  
to help its developing member countries reduce poverty and improve  
the quality of life of their people. Despite the region’s many successes,  
it remains home to two-thirds of the world’s poor: 1.8 billion people who live 
on less than $2 a day, with 903 million struggling on less than $1.25 a day. 
ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive economic growth, 
environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. 
Its main instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy 
dialogue, loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance.

When a household has access to electricity, children have more time to study and do so under 
better conditions
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Energy, in its many forms, is an engine for economic growth and human 
development. Making modern energy available, accessible, and affordable is 
essential to reduce poverty and set development on a sustainable, inclusive path. 

Energy is crucial to the success of the Millennium Development Goals. While no 
goal focuses on energy, access to it underpins progress toward other goals. 
Affordable energy decreases poverty and improves quality of life. Modern energy 
also lifts the burden off women and children whose household responsibilities 
include spending countless hours collecting fuel and performing manual labor. 
Modern energy allows them to pursue more productive activities, and can open up 
opportunities for education.

Energy Powers Development

Access to Modern
Forms of Energy
• For household purposes: 

cooking, lighting, heating
• For community purposes: 

powering schools,  
irrigation systems,  
community health centers

Breaks the Cycle of 
Energy Poverty
• Improves health  

and education
• Closes the gender gap  

and promotes equality
• Creates new livelihood  

opportunities

Powering the Poor: Projects to
increase access to clean energy for all

The flagship publication of the Energy for 
All Initiative details six projects that brought 
energy to communities and transformed lives. 
Countries covered include Bhutan, India, the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Viet Nam. This 
publication and other documents developed 
by the initiative can be found online at 
www.adb.org/Clean-Energy/energyforall-
initiative.asp 

A farmer in India switched to electricity from diesel to irrigate his land

A community-managed micro hydropower system in the Philippines
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4.1 billion
total population of 

Asia and the Pacific*
*  UNESCAP. 2010. Statistical Yearbook 

for Asia and the Pacific 2009.

The Challenge to Maximize Access to Energy

In Asia and the Pacific, more than 
800 million people still have no access 
to basic electricity services, and nearly 
1.9 billion people still rely on 
traditional biomass—such as wood, 
charcoal, and dung—for cooking and 
heating. If trends persist, more and more 
people will have no access to modern 
energy. Much more investment is 
required to extend energy services to  
the many who remain unserved.

The good news is that many ventures 
have brought energy to the neediest. 
These models need to be identified, 
analyzed, and expanded to benefit 
more people. The private sector and 
financial institutions have a key role to 
play in scaling up efforts to increase 
access to energy.

1.9 billion
people in Asia and 
the Pacific depend 

on burning traditional 
biomass for energy***

800 million
people in developing 
Asia have no access
to basic electricity 

services**
**  IEA. 2010. World Energy 

Outlook 2010.

***  IEA. 2010. World Energy 
Outlook 2010.

Masons construct a biogas digester  
in Viet Nam A boy studies in Jangbi, Bhutan



Energy for All Initiative established in February 2008
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ADB’s Response: Energy for All Initiative
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) established the Energy for All Initiative to  
empower the region’s poor through access to energy. Maximizing access to energy 
for economic and social development is part of ADB’s inclusive growth strategy. 
Energy for All, which is backed by ADB’s Strategy 2020 and the 2009 Energy Policy, 
aims to provide reliable, adequate, and affordable energy for inclusive growth in a 
socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable way.

ADB’s Strategy 2020: www.adb.org/Strategy2020/
2009 Energy Policy: www.adb.org/clean-energy/policy.asp

Rural electrification in Indonesia
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              EXTERNAL  
            TRACK
                       Supporting the 
           Energy for All Partnership

1. Promoting exchange of knowledge,  
ideas, and information

2. Replicating and scaling up proven 
 approaches

3. Building partnerships to develop,  
finance, and implement access to  
energy projects

INTERNAL TRACK 
Increasing ADB’s Investment  
in Access to Energy
1. Developing new methodologies and  

approaches to support ADB’s operations  
departments to identify, design, implement, 
and monitor access to energy projects

2. Engaging in policy  
dialogues with  
governments

3. Building capacity  
and sharing  
knowledge

ADB’s
Energy for

All Initiative

Many children have no choice but to 
study by the light of a kerosene lamp



Challenge
Viet Nam’s fast-growing livestock 
sector poses a challenge to the 
environment and human health 
due to the improper disposal of pig 
waste. Piggeries compose 
80% of the sector, and many are 
run by small farmers with no proper 
waste disposal system. Farmers 
resort to dumping waste in 
surrounding lands and often into 
nearby streams or rivers. 

Opportunity
To stop unsafe dumping, animal 
waste can be used to generate
energy through biogas. This 
technology is simple and effective, 
but the initial investment cost is a 
major barrier to many poor
households. 

Technology
Biogas digesters provide clean  
fuel for household cooking and  
lighting while safely disposing of  
animal waste. Organic waste is fed 
into the digester, where bacteria  
anaerobically digest the material, 
which generates biogas and slurry, 
and kills off pathogens in the waste.

Project Design
In 2003, the Government of 
Viet Nam started a national program 
to promote household biogas 
digesters. The Energy for All Initiative 
saw a chance to scale up this program 
by extending credit for biogas 
financing. Thanks to this project, 
livestock-raising families can now get 
loans to install biogas systems. About 
40,000 households are expected to 
benefit. Biogas reduces fuel costs, 
displaces fossil fuels, and avoids 
carbon dioxide emissions. The organic 
slurry by-product can be sold or used 
as fertilizer.

ENERGY FOR ALL
IN ACTION

Boosting
Biogas in
Viet Nam

Pig manure can be used to 
generate biogas for cooking 
and lighting
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A pig farmer checks his backyard biogas 
digester after feeding it with a mixture of 
manure and water



ADB seeks regional cooperation to solve energy problems and forges partnerships 
to tackle large-scale development issues. The challenge of energy poverty in Asia 
and the Pacific requires concerted action from a wide range of stakeholders. In 2009, 
ADB launched the Energy for All Partnership to share knowledge and to identify and 
scale up successful models that will bring energy to many more poor people. The 
partnership brings together the private sector, financial institutions, governments, 
nongovernment organizations, and development partners to collaborate on projects 
that will provide access to modern energy to 100 million people in Asia and the Pacific 
by 2015. The Energy for All Initiative supports the partnership’s secretariat and several 
working groups.

For more information on the Energy for All Partnership, or to get involved:  
www.energyforall.info
secretariat@energyforall.info

Energy for All Partnership

Providing access to energy to 100 million people by 2015

A solar lantern provides light in a kitchen in Salamji, Bhutan

Enterprise development  
Convener: Sustainable Energy Association 

of Singapore

Working Groups

Pacific region
Convener: Renewable Energy and Energy 

Efficiency Partnership 

Domestic biogas  
Convener: SNV Netherlands  
 Development Organisation

Lighting for All
Convener: The Energy and Resources Institute 

Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)  
Convener: World LP Gas Association

Small Wind Power
Convener: Korea Wind Energy Industry  
 Association



Knowledge Sharing
The initiative continues to share success stories and lessons learned through its 
knowledge products, which include publications, the websites for both the  
initiative and partnership, and knowledge-sharing events. Access to energy has 
been a major topic at ADB’s Asia Clean Energy (ACE) Forum, and the initiative has 
forged strong links with other organizations and governments. The Energy for All 
Partnership was first proposed at the 2008 ACE Forum, and then launched at the 
succeeding 2009 ACE Forum. As long as access to energy remains a regional  
development challenge, the Energy for All Initiative will work to educate, inform, 
and improve the outcomes of work in the area.

Photography by Ian Gill, Ian Taylor, and AFP Image Forum.

Participants demonstrate new technologies at a workshop on domestic biogas in Nepal
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