
Asia and the Pacific is the key battleground for 
energy poverty as half the world’s energy poor 
live in the region.

Energy—whether in the form of electricity, 
fuels, or motive power—transforms lives for 
the better, and drives economic development.

Successful models for increasing energy access 
need to be replicated and scaled up through 
the mobilization of support from the private 
sector and financial institutions.

4.2 billion
total population of 

Asia and the Pacific*
1.8 billion

people in Asia and the 
Pacific who depend 

on burning traditional 
biomass for energy***

615 million
people in Asia and  

the Pacific who have  
no access to basic  

electricity services**
**  IEA. 2013. World Energy  

Outlook 2013.

***  IEA. 2013. World Energy  
Outlook 2013.

Energy is essential to gender equity—women, 
who bear the responsibility for the hearth and 
home, spend long hours collecting firewood 
or traveling to buy fuel. Modern energy 
frees women to spend their time on more 
productive, income-generating work.

Energy supports 
education—children, 
like their mothers, are 
often burdened with 
the painstaking task of 
gathering fuelwood for 
the home fires. Modern 
energy frees up their time 
for school and studying,  
and allows them to study 
into the night.

Energy improves 
human health— 
modern energy allows 
vaccines to be  
refrigerated and 
lifesaving equipment to 
function. When modern 
fuels displace primitive 
fuels, air quality  
improves, benefiting 
respiratory health.

Energy alleviates poverty—electricity enables 
small entrepreneurs to set up shop, while 
motive power pumps water, mills grains, and 
makes work easier and more efficient. 

*  UNESCAP. 2012. Statistical Yearbook for 
Asia and the Pacific 2012.



The investment in energy access of 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
increased to a cumulative total of 
$4.8 billion from 2008 to 2013. This 
investment is expected to provide 
new connections to modern energy  
to more than 15.6 million households.

Achievements and projects in the 
sector have made ADB the leading 
organization for energy access issues 
in Asia and the Pacific.

Access to energy for all is a pillar of 
the Energy Policy of ADB.

Access to energy is 
also a climate change 
issue. Countries will 
try to meet the energy 
needs of their people by 
building power plants 
that run on coal and 
oil, leading to increased 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. But with the 
advances in renewable 
energy, especially in 
off-grid systems, ensuring access to energy while mitigating 
climate change is possible. Solar photovoltaic systems 
electrify homes and communities unreachable by national 
electrical grids. Biogas systems provide clean fuel for farmers 
by capturing the methane emitted by livestock manure. 
Renewable energy technologies can bring modern power to 
millions and encourage low-carbon development.

For more information on the Energy for All Initiative:
visit www.adb.org/sectors/energy/programs/ 
energy-for-all-initiative
or email Jiwan Acharya (jacharya@adb.org)
Sustainable Infrastructure Division
Regional and Sustainable Development Department
Asian Development Bank

The Energy for All Partnership is an ADB-led 
partnership that acts as a platform for collaboration 
between governments, civil society, and the private 
sector to share knowledge, build capacity, and 
develop projects. It comprises three major working 
groups on the topics of lighting, cooking/heating, 
and the provision of electricity. These organizations 
share the objective of providing 100 million people 
with access to modern energy by 2015.

For more information on the Energy for All Partnership:
Energy for All Partnership Secretariat
secretariat@energyforall.info
www.energyforall.info 

Energy Access Investment ($ billion)
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Impact of ADB’s investment in energy access 2008–2013 (Cumulative)
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