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Mr. Chairman, 
President Nakao, 
Honorable Governors, 
Distinguished officials, 
 
On behalf of the government of Afghanistan let me begin by thanking the government of 
Germany for the warm welcome and generous hospitality on the occasion of the 49th Annual 
Meeting of ADB in Frankfurt. 
 
I would also like to compliment President Nakao and his team for excellent preparations and 
arrangements for this Annual Meeting. We also fully support the reelection of President Nakao 
as his leadership has proven to be important for taking reforms forward and achieving 
developmental results in the Asia and the Pacific. 
 
In the meantime, I would like to take this opportunity to thank ADB for their generous support of 
more than 4 billion in grant since 2002 for the reconstruction and development of Afghanistan. 
 
We are also thankful to ADB and ADF donors in extending our exceptional post-conflict status 
from 2018 to 2020 under which ADB will provide grants from ADF 12 window to Afghanistan  for 
the period of 2017- 2020. 
 
Excellencies, 
 
The Afghanistan National Unity government came to power in 2014 with a strong reform 
agenda. In this regard it has made significant progress on reforming the civil service, public 
service delivery, enacting business friendly laws and becoming a WTO member. In particular, 
as a result of reforms to both revenue collection and expenditure, the fiscal position has 
improved significantly over the last year. Domestic revenues increased to 10.4 percent of GDP 
in 2015, higher than the figure of 8.7 percent recorded in 2014. Further, Afghan security forces 
have shown resilience in the face of intensified attacks on our people and our democratic 
institutions after the withdrawal of international forces. 
 
In addition, the government is continuing to put in place building blocks for long-term economic 
development and improvement which also encompasses regional connectivity and integration. 
 
Despite all these major progresses, the government of Afghanistan is facing some daunting 
political, economic and security challenges to overcome in the coming years. To mention some, 
it is currently facing a lower economic growth, increasing insecurity that hamper private sector 
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confidence, foreign direct investment, and overall public service delivery, which together 
contribute to higher poverty rates, which currently stands at 39.1 percent. 
  
Because of a contracting economy, an intensifying insurgency, significant medium-term financial 
demand, the current GDP growth remains at 2 percent. However, GDP growth is projected to 
accelerate in 2017 to 3 percent assuming that security conditions do not worsen and planned 
donor support holds firm. In such a scenario, in order for the economy to transition to a 
sustainable path, there is a dire need for continuous support. 
 
Excellencies 
 
Despite revenue increase recently, our budget still continues to be heavily dependent on foreign 
aid. Afghanistan will continue to need stronger financial and technical support of our 
development partners in the coming years. The support will allow the Afghan government to 
sustain the hard-won previous achievements and implement reforms. 
 
Here I would specifically mention stronger support of ADB which is one of the largest on-budget 
supporters to Afghanistan. 
 
Presently, ADB is engaged in infrastructure, transport, energy, agriculture and natural resources 
in Afghanistan. Being a pioneer in infrastructure development, we believe that ADB is in a 
position not only to connect our region through investing in infrastructure but also bringing 
people from Asia and beyond closer which is key to address enormous challenges we all face in 
the 21st century in the spirit of connectivity and togetherness. 
 
ADB’s current Country Operations Business Plan (COBP) 2016 - 2018 for Afghanistan, which is 
a three year plan, continues to focus on energy, transport, agriculture and natural resources 
which will promote inclusive economic growth, regional integration, governance, and capacity 
development. 
 
Excellencies, 
 
In conclusion, we believe that a peaceful, stable and developed Afghanistan is in the interest of 
our neighboring countries as well as the whole region. 
 
Next, as for regional cooperation, we strongly believe in the economic integration as the future 
of Afghanistan depends on the prospects of economic integration in the region. Afghanistan can 
play a key role as a land bridge for transit, trade and connectivity. 
 
Further, we are looking forward to a successful International Conference on Afghanistan 
scheduled for October 4 and 5 later this year in Brussels. 
 
Once again I thank the Government of Germany and ADB for organizing this Annual Meeting in 
the very beautiful city of Frankfurt. 
 
Thank you. 
 


