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Dear Chair, Dear President Asakawa, Distinguished Governors and Delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
It is my honor to represent Armenia at the 55th Annual Meeting, in my capacity as Alternate 
Governor for Armenia. We finally meet in person for the first time in more than 3 years to discuss 
major global and regional challenges, and I am sure we will have very meaningful discussions. I 
would like to extend my sincere gratitude to ADB and the Government of Philippines for the warm 
hospitality. 
 
While not yet fully out of the COVID-19 crisis, we find ourselves in new ones, with huge risks of 
global conflicts, disruption of economic value chains and diminished trust between nations. 
Armenia was not able to bypass any of those.  
 
In the absence of proper condemnation from the international community Azerbaijan continues 
its policy of aggression, thus endangering human lives and the right to development of peoples 
in the region. The large-scale aggression against the sovereign territory of Armenia launched by 
Azerbaijan on the night of September 12-13, 2022, took lives of 207 people, including civilians. 
Densely populated communities in three regions of Armenia were targeted, critical infrastructure 
was seriously damaged or completely destroyed, more than 7,600 people have been displaced 
and around 25,000 students’ and 6,000 kids’ right to education has been violated.   
 
Yesterday, the units of the Azerbaijani armed forces, which unlawfully invaded the sovereign 
territory of  Armenia, once again grossly violated the ceasefire regime with the use of mortars and 
weapons of large calibre, and shelled in the eastern direction of the Armenian-Azerbaijani border, 
as a result of which the Armenian side suffered three casualties. 
 
Azerbaijan completely disregards the mediation efforts by the international community and 
endangers the initiatives to establish peace, stability, and cooperation in the South Caucasus, 
including those initiated by the Asian Development Bank. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The challenges we are, or will be, experiencing are unprecedented and we all – including the ADB 
– need rapid transformations to be able to overcome them. We need to change our governance, 
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enhance cooperation mechanisms, and improve the business and natural environments to ensure 
that everyone can participate in and benefit from national and global development. 
 
What is the role of ADB in this important process? 
 
ADB was founded 56 years ago to combat poverty in Asia and Pacific. This is still a critical goal. 
What has changed during these 56 years is our understanding of how poverty can be overcome 
in a sustainable way.  
 
We welcome ADB’s cultural transformation initiative and modernization of governance and 
business practices to better serve its members and continue staying relevant in a fast changing 
environment. Well-informed decisions require a range of diverse perspectives to be included, and 
we support the efforts of the Board of Directors to improve gender diversity at the Board.  
To maximize its impact, we seek ADB’s attention on two areas. 
 
The first is regional cooperation and integration. ADB’s huge convening power and 
experience in promoting regional cooperation and integration are more important than ever to 
jointly overcome common challenges, and to realize that while being culturally different we are 
the same, and have the same responsibilities, including to each other. 
 
Second is knowledge sharing. Some of us are facing problems which have been already solved 
by others, some of us are repeating mistakes of others and we are all facing new problems that 
can only be solved collectively. With its regional and global perspectives, ADB is well positioned 
to promote social innovation and act as a knowledge sharing platform for members, increasing 
the efficiency of our efforts, and encouraging cooperation so we can achieve the vision described 
in Strategy 2030. 
 
Mr. President, I want also to express my gratitude for all the support and effective cooperation we 
have had during our 17 years of membership in the Asian Development Bank. The 
responsiveness of ADB in combatting the pandemic proved ADB’s commitment to support its 
members, not only in stable but also in emergency situations.  
 
Therefore, we always stand ready to work closely with the ADB and to join our efforts towards 
overcoming the global challenges and achieving our common goals. 
 
Thank you, Chair. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
The Asian Development Bank does not interfere in the political affairs of any member, nor is it influenced 
in its decisions by the political character of the member concerned. 
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