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Mr. Chairman, Honorable Governors, President of ADB, Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
It is a great honor for me to join 54th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the Asian 
Development Bank arranged by the Government of Georgia and ADB in a virtual format in the 
midst of COVID-19 challenges. I would like to convey my sincere appreciation and thanks to the 
Government of Georgia and ADB for organizing such an august event. The theme of this year’s 
meeting, Collaboration for Resilient and Green Recovery, is quite appropriate and timely one. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartiest thanks and gratitude to President Mr. 
Masatsugu Asakawa for responding quickly to the unprecedented crisis of the pandemic and 
announcing US$ 20 billion package to mitigate economic and health crisis and APVAX facility of 
US$9 billion for the Developing Member Countries (DMCs). 
 
I also acknowledge with deep appreciation to ADB’s immediate response for providing 
expenditure and health emergency support to Bangladesh which helped us achieving health and 
economic resilience, creating employment, promoting SMEs, helping migrant workers, workers 
worst-hit by COVID-19 and widening social safety net to improve the livelihood of vulnerable 
groups at this critical time. 
 
Excellencies and distinguished delegates, 
 
Over the last 12 years Bangladesh has made significant strides in all socio-economic indicators 
under the visionary and pragmatic leadership of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Her 
Excellency Sheikh Hasina. Before the onslaught of the pandemic Bangladesh was the fastest 
growing economy in the Asia and Pacific region growing at 8.2% in fiscal year 2018-19. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has hit us tremendously as in many other nations. In response to the 
pandemic, the government of Bangladesh formulated a comprehensive National Preparedness 
and Response aimed at saving lives and livelihood; rolled out 23 stimulus packages worth US$ 
15.1 billion which is 4.59% of GDP; and from 7 February started a mass vaccination programme 
across the country despite huge challenges in vaccine availability. 
 
Excellencies, 
 
The year 2021 carries great meaning in our national life. We are celebrating two historic events 
this year—the Golden Jubilee of our independence, and the birth centenary of our father of the 
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Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman concomitantly. Receiving UN recommendation for 
graduation from the LDC status in the same year has added another historic milestone and made 
this year more momentous for us. We acknowledge ADB’s contribution and support for this 
accomplishment. 
 
Excellencies,  
 
In order to address ravages of COVID-19, ADB may come forward with innovative and flexible mode 
of financing with a strategic focus particularly on human capital development, skill development, 
health, education and quality infrastructure and climate change. Climate change impacts are 
becoming threat to sustainable development efforts in the DMCs and hence climate financing is a 
critical issue that needs to be addressed. Second, ADB can also support to unleash the potential of 
private sector with innovative and affordable financing models so that the DMCs can reap benefits 
for achieving sustained economic growth. Third, ADB may provide support to promote social 
protection measures through innovative use of technology and financing. Fourth, ADB may help the 
DMCs to introduce innovative, resilient and modern financial system for the private sector. ADB can 
provide support for ICT based entrepreneurship, improving the quality of education and learning 
outcomes together with focus on IR4.0 and industry needs will be key priorities; may also focus on 
skills development and up-skilling, certification, and job placement in middle and higher levels of 
management; support for capital market development by introducing offshore bond, local currency 
bond and a robust and operational insurance market primarily for health coverage. Fifth, regional 
cooperation and connectivity can also play instrumental role in promoting trade and services and 
reducing tariff and non-tariff barriers under SASEC platform. ADB may help to build a more resilient 
regional public health system and establish coordinated mechanisms to slow the spread of viruses 
across borders as well as harmonize health protocols and standards.  
 
Excellencies, 
 
Trusted and effective partnership can help the DMCs to contain the adverse impact of COVID-19 
as well as to foster collaboration for resilient and green recovery, investing more in renewable, 
energy efficient and green projects. ADB can help explore pooled procurement mechanisms for 
vaccines for facilitating pandemic management. 
 
I firmly believe that ADB’s support towards Bangladesh will continue further and help Bangladesh 
transform into an agile, innovative and knowledge driven economy as well as achieving a 
prosperous and developed country by 2041. 
 
Finally, let me assure our sincere cooperation and support to ADB and also wish all DMCs 
overcome COVID-19 and achieve a green and resilient social and economic recovery.  
 
Together we can achieve a better world for our future generation. 
 
May Bangladesh live long. 
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