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Mr. Chairman, 
Honorable Governors,  
President of ADB, 
Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I am greatly privileged and honored to join the 55th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of 
the Asian Development Bank here in Manila. I would like to convey my sincere appreciation and 
thanks to ADB for organizing this event. The theme of this year’s meeting, Positioning Climate 
Resilient Green Economy for the Post COVID-19 World, is quite relevant in the present context. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartiest thanks and gratitude to President Mr. 
Masatsugu Asakawa for his personal initiative to address the unprecedented crisis of the 
pandemic during COVID-19. 
 
I also highly recognize ADB’s immediate response of about $940 million for vaccine support and 
$1 billion for expenditure support to Bangladesh in managing the health crisis and ensuring 
economic recovery. I am glad to share that the Government of Bangladesh has been 
implementing a stimulus package worth $22.08 billion, equivalent to 6.23% of gross domestic 
product (GDP), in order to fix the damages caused by COVID-19. 
 
Distinguished delegates, 
Bangladesh has made significant progress in all socioeconomic indicators under the visionary 
and prudent leadership of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina. Recent 
developments in Bangladesh have been greatly appreciated by the global community. 
Bangladesh has achieved 6.6% average GDP growth in the last 13 years. In the Financial Year 
2021-2022, Bangladesh registered 7.25% GDP growth despite unprecedented challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Excellencies, 
Bangladesh has already demonstrated its strong capacity in implementing mega infrastructure 
projects. The Padma Bridge, Metro Rail, Karnafuli Tunnel, Elevated Expressway are a few of 
them. Construction of the Padma Bridge is a symbol of our great pride, dignity, competence, and 
connectivity. Graduating from least developed country (LDC) status by 2026 has added another 
historic development milestone for us. We acknowledge ADB’s continuous support in this 
accomplishment. We expect broader engagement with ADB for a smooth and sustainable 
graduation journey. 
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Distinguished Audience, 
The global economy is passing through an uncertainty due to the current geo-political crisis. 
Foods, fuel, fertilizer and financial crisis known as 4F has disrupted the global supply chain and 
increased the general price level across the world. This is, however, disproportionally affecting 
the livelihood of the poorest segment of the global community. At this critical juncture, ADB may 
extend its generous support for economic recovery, social and economic support to its members. 
It may also assist in developing ICT-based entrepreneurship, improving the quality of education, 
agriculture diversification, introducing resilient agriculture with particular focus on the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (IR4.0). Regional cooperation and connectivity can also play an instrumental 
role in promoting trade and services and reducing tariff and non-tariff barriers under the South 
Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) platform.  
 
Excellencies, 
Climate change has severely impacted the lives and livelihood of the poor and vulnerable people 
of the world. Hence climate financing is a critical issue that needs to be addressed on a priority 
basis. The country has already initiated pragmatic measures including creation of a Climate 
Change Trust fund in 2009, spending $1 billion per annum for disaster risk reduction and 
resilience, preparation of policy documents such as the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 
and National Adaptation Plan (NAP). The total amount required for financing climate change 
interventions by 2050 is around $230 billion. We strongly expect that ADB can play a dynamic 
role in helping the vulnerable people in Asia and the Pacific for climate adaptation, mitigation and 
disaster risk reduction. ADB may come up with predictable, balanced, innovative and incremental 
ways of financing using a user-friendly process of fund allocation and disbursement and also 
adopt accelerated financing mechanisms to cut down the cost of capital and de-risk private sector 
investments. In this respect, synergies amongst development partners should be given priority. 
 
ADB may come forward with innovative and flexible modes of financing particularly on climate 
change, expenditure support, human capital development, skill development, health, education 
and quality infrastructure to achieve ambitious objectives on positioning a climate resilient green 
economy for the post COVID-19 world. In this regard, concessional financing rather than blended 
financing would be a more realistic approach in addressing vulnerability from climate change. 
 
Excellencies, 
We firmly believe that the development of this century will be steered by Asian countries. This, 
however, will require mutual collaboration, strong partnership, exchange of views, shared 
knowledge and technologies and expanded trade and investment. We should, therefore draw a 
pragmatic long-term plan for inclusive development considering adverse impacts of climate 
change. 
 
I strongly believe that ADB’s support towards Bangladesh will continue in the upcoming days 
transforming Bangladesh into Sonar Bangla (Golden Bengal), a prosperous and developed nation 
as dreamt by our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibar Rahman. 
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Finally, I would like to assure our sincere cooperation and support to ADB for realizing climate 
resilient green economy for the developing member countries in the Asia and the Pacific.  
 
Together we can achieve a green and sustainable economy for our future generation. 
 
May our partnership with ADB be strengthened. 
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