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The world economy keeps struggling to recover from the current pandemic and health crisis. 
Regardless of countries’ income levels, COVID-19 brought disruptions not only to health systems 
but in all aspects of our everyday lives. In this regard, Belgium would like to commend ADB 
Management for a successful adjustment of the work arrangements to a digital workplace and 
ensuring business continuity. We congratulate the ADB staff for their hard work and dedication to 
deliver on the daily operational agenda under these challenging conditions. 
 
Against the backdrop of this unprecedent situation, Belgium commends ADB’s strong support, 
ambitious and swift response with the implementation of the $20 billion comprehensive response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic package, including ADB's $9 billion vaccine initiative, the Asia Pacific 
Vaccine Access Facility, or APVAX, which provides a comprehensive program to support 
developing Asia’s vaccine process. These efforts play a key role in responding to the most urgent 
needs of the member countries and in softening the crisis’ negative impacts endured by Asian 
and Pacific economies. 
 
We encourage ADB to continue being a strategic partner in the Asian and Pacific region by 
supporting countries to address and mitigate the consequences of the COVID-19 crisis and, in 
particular, to finance the purchase of COVID-19 vaccines. We encourage ADB to continue 
adapting to the changing circumstances in Asia and the Pacific, while working closely with its 
developing member countries towards a long-lasting recovery from this COVID-19 pandemic. In 
this regard, Belgium would also like to emphasize the important role of the private sector. We 
believe that ADB should put the private sector department in a position to seize this opportunity 
to further increase operations and explore innovative ways to support the economic and social 
recovery in the region through the creation of markets and building up relevant production 
capacities for future resilience, including vaccine manufacturing capacities in developing 
countries. 
 
As a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, the achievement of the 2030 Agenda and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is becoming even more challenging. We urge the need 
to integrate these goals towards a sustainable recovery at the national and regional level. We 
would also like to highlight the importance of staying on track with ADB’s Strategy 2030 in order 
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to achieve a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining 
its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. 
 
The uncertainty of the post COVID-19 situation is clearly reinforcing the drivers for fragility, 
conflict, and violence. Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in Fragile and Conflict-
Affected Situations (FCAS) will be all-the-more challenging. Being more sensitive to the causes 
of fragility and addressing them in a proper way with sufficient staff capacities and skills at country 
and project level will be crucial for tackling vulnerabilities and building the most vulnerable 
countries’ resilience. Against this background, Belgium commends Management’s current efforts 
to revise its approach to FCAS and Small Islands Developing States (SIDS). We also believe that 
multilateral cooperation and joint response is key in tackling the drivers of fragility, conflict, and 
violence. 
 
With regards to climate change, we recognize the efforts undertaken by ADB. However, ADB is 
lagging behind others MDBs. Belgium fully subscribes to the Paris Agreement and will continue 
to push, alongside like-minded shareholders, all MDBs, including ADB, to align their activities with 
the objectives of the Paris Agreement. In this regard, we ask ADB to be more ambitious on its 
commitments to climate financing and raise its current climate finance target. We urge ADB to set 
clear commitments with a timetable in terms of the Paris Agreement Alignment, before COP26. 
We strongly believe that the policies to be implemented in the context of the COVID-19 recovery 
should be done in a more inclusive, green, and sustainable way and should address both 
environmental and social issues to optimize economic growth. Against this backdrop, the ongoing 
review of ADB’s Energy Policy is a key milestone. With this review, we urge ADB to raise its 
engagements in terms of energy and climate finance and also to set new standards for other 
institutions active in the region. A reduction in the consumption of fossil fuels is a key parameter 
of success in tackling climate change. While we support the need to secure energy supply and 
production in developing member countries, we would like to ask ADB to reiterate its commitment 
to phase out fossil fuel projects, and first of all coal. We do believe that gas could be used as a 
transitional energy, but only under certain circumstances, and on a case by case basis. 
 
To conclude, Mr. Chairman, Belgium keeps ADB achievements in highest regards and hopes it 
will successfully implement its internal reforms, reviews and commitments to remain the most 
efficient development partner of its donor member countries. 
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