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Your Excellencies 

Chairman of the Board of Governors,  

President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 

Fellow Governors,  

 

On behalf of the Government of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 

Darussalam, we would like to convey our sincerest gratitude and appreciation to ADB for the 

excellent arrangements for the Board of Governors virtual meetings.  

 

We wish to also congratulate President Masatsugu Asakawa, for his appointment as the President 

of the ADB earlier this year. Under his able leadership, Brunei Darussalam is confident that the 

Bank will continue its role as a reliable partner of countries and international organisations in 

pursuing areas of common interests.   

 

This collaboration is even more important now as the world goes through unprecedented difficult 

time following the outbreak of COVID-19 which has caused devastation to the global economy 

and communities at large. We appreciate the ADB’s swift action in mobilising resources, among 

others, through its comprehensive US$20 Billion package response, that support developing 

member countries affected by the pandemic to address their immediate needs.  

 

Like many countries, Brunei Darussalam has implemented a whole of nation approach to contain 

the virus and lessen its impacts on our people and local businesses. So far, an economic stimulus 

package amounting to B$ 450 Million has been carried out, which puts emphasis on supporting 

micro, small and medium enterprises, job security for the locals and the population’s well-being. 

As the infection curve has flattened, Brunei Darussalam entered the last phase of its de-escalation 

measures on 24 July 2020, whereby most restrictions were relaxed, with some health and safety 

precautionary measures still in place.   

 

We are nonetheless cognisant of the lingering threats of COVID-19 and that much needs to be 

done to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic and to prevent further scarring to the world economy 

and population. Therefore, in moving forward, countries are pushed in coming up with 

comprehensive and strategic approaches towards recovery, whilst considering what is deemed 

as the “new normal” in our daily lives, be it from business, human or social perspectives.  
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This is where ADB can play an important role through its efforts in supporting countries’ projects, 

providing advisory services and knowledge sharing. In particular, Brunei Darussalam sees the 

need for ADB to implement more technical assistance and capacity building programmes, at the 

sub-regional and regional levels, among others, to enhance infrastructures including in ICT and 

health; boost agriculture and food security; and strengthen global supply chains. These are some 

of the important sectors that will revitalise our economy, boost productivity, and improve our 

overall regional outlook.  

 

Related to this, and consistent with the Bank’s vision to promote inclusiveness, Brunei 

Darussalam appreciates ADB’s initiatives in supporting member countries based on their specific 

domestic needs and circumstances. We nonetheless recognise that each country’s pursuit of 

economic developments post COVID-19 will be continuous and challenging journey. In this 

regard, we encourage the ADB to review its relevant policies and come up with means that will 

enable all members to maximise their bilateral engagements with the Bank.   

 

To end, Brunei Darussalam reaffirms our commitment to working closely with ADB and member 

countries in navigating our way through these uncertain times towards a prosperous, inclusive, 

resilient and sustainable Asia and the Pacific, as envisioned in ADB Strategy 2030.  

 

Thank you, Your Excellencies Chairman of the Board of Governors, President of the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB), and Fellow Governors. 


