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Your Excellencies 
Chairman of the Board of Governors 
President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
Fellow Governors. 
 
On behalf of the Government of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei 
Darussalam, I would like to convey our sincerest appreciation to the ADB for the excellent 
preparations for the Board of Governor virtual meetings.  
 
With the roll-out of vaccines globally, overall economic activities have started to pick up. This is 
certainly good news for the global community and will only further strengthen the momentum of 
recovery. In this regard, we would like to commend His Excellency Masatsugu Asakawa, ADB 
President for his leadership and the ADB for their responsiveness in supporting their diverse 
membership in cushioning the economic and financial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
including the USD 9 billion Asia Pacific Access Facility (APVAX) initiative to enable developing 
members fair access to COVID-19 vaccines. We look forward for the ADB to develop more 
innovative initiatives in supporting its members.  
 
As economies are getting their economic gears moving again, the global environment continues 
to face risks of uncertainties and volatilities. It is against this backdrop that we would like to 
suggest two areas for the ADB to focus on in helping members achieved a resilient, inclusive and 
sustainable growth. 
 
First, strengthened health sector. The COVID-19 health crisis has put unprecedented pressures 
to hospitals, health centres and health frontline workers. The collapse of a country’s health system 
could therefore be a precarious possibility that should be avoided. Taking crucial lessons learnt 
from the pandemic, we encourage the ADB to further deepen and broaden its engagements with 
the public and private sectors in building resilient and sustainable health sector. The ADB’s 
Operational Plan for Health could also be further reviewed to ensure relevance in addressing 
current and future health challenges. 
 
Second, technology for an inclusive and resilient recovery. The COVID-19 has accelerated 
digital adoption by businesses and people alike for almost all daily activities. Moving forward, 
digitalisation continues to offer many opportunities that could expedite recovery for instance 
expanding new consumer bases for small businesses through e-commerce; offers of new digital 
financial services; as well as enhanced infrastructures for health and education sectors, all of 
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which will also contribute to achieving the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 
targets. Therefore, the ADB may wish to collaborate with other development partners in working 
together with interested members in putting in place conducive eco-systems to enable all 
segments of the societies to harness the power and realise the opportunities of technology.  
 
Lastly, I thank the ADB for their continued support and commitment in the ASEAN and ASEAN+3 
forums.  
 
Thank you, Excellencies.  
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