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Bula Vinaka from Fiji.  
 
It is with great anticipation that we welcome the opportunity to go on with the 54th Annual Meeting 
of the Board of Governors, despite the unprecedented situation caused by the global COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
Fiji and its Pacific Island neighbours continue to face a unique set of challenges that have been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. Since the onset of the pandemic, we have taken a major 
blow to our economy with almost a complete halt to all international travel. This has not only 
resulted in thousands of our people becoming unemployed in tourism and related sectors but has 
caused a severe decline of fiscal revenues. Measures we have put in place to curb the spread of 
the virus such as social distancing, lock downs, mobility restrictions and school closures have 
been a burden, particularly for the most vulnerable groups of people. Even after the pandemic 
eases and travel restrictions are lifted, our tourism sector is not expected to return to normal for 
some time. 
 
The Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) longstanding partnership with Fiji and the Pacific Region 
has enabled us to make greater progress in our development efforts than we could have on our 
own. ADB continues to support Fiji through financing key infrastructure including roads, water and 
sanitation, and public sector management. It is now, more than ever, that the continued 
partnership with ADB is necessary to help promote the growth and development that will be 
needed coming out of this fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
While we are well aware of ADB’s ongoing investment in achieving climate-resilient development 
in many of its member countries, I cannot stress enough the importance of increasing this 
momentum to ensure that economic growth is achieved in Fiji, the Pacific, and the most vulnerable 
nations in the face of climate change. This includes improved access to concessional financing 
and grant funding from the Asian Development Fund (ADF) for disaster risk management, climate 
change, building resilience and reducing vulnerability, given the extreme climate vulnerabilities 
and financial structural barriers.  
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Finally, I wish to conclude my remarks with an acknowledgement of ADB’s assistance to Fiji and 
recent response to the devastating impacts of recent climate calamities and the COVID-19 
pandemic in Fiji.  
 
I wish you all fruitful discussions at this year’s virtual Annual Meeting.  
 
Vinaka Vakalevu. 
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