
 
 

 

 

 

IRELAND 
Paul Ryan, Alternate Governor 

 

 

President Asakawa 

Mr. Chairman 

Governors 

Honourable Board of Directors 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

We find ourselves in extraordinary times, in a world where over a relatively short period of time 

we have had to adapt and dramatically change how we live and conduct our lives. Where we must 

stay apart so we can once more be together again.  

 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has taken a huge toll in Asia, placing heavy burdens on the health 

systems and economies of the region. Indeed, the true social and economic impact of COVID-19 

world-wide remains unknown and the progression of the disease also remains unknown until a 

vaccine has been developed. 

 

Despite the uncertainty surrounding COVID, the ADB was one of the first to comprehensively 

respond to the unfolding crisis caused by the pandemic. The Bank proved their capacity to answer 

the needs of its members and their ability to restructure and mobilize resources effectively and 

efficiently. This response was quick, flexible and very impressive – well done to all involved.  

 

Bank staff and management must be commended for their unwavering commitment and tenacity 

to adapt, innovate and implement the ADB COVID response package which has been 

instrumental in supporting many members as they tackle the overwhelming impacts of the 

pandemic.  

 

In particular, we would like to thank staff for their flexible approach to the administration of 

Ireland’s Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Single Donor Trust Fund, enabling resources to 

be targeted where most needed. This was been a very positive experience which has encouraged 

us to consider similar interventions in other MDBs as well as further actions in the ADB itself. 

 

COVID-19 knows no borders and only a continued co-ordinated multilateral approach will help us 

develop a workable solution to the pandemic and, in time, a global recovery. The ADB has been 
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at the forefront of collaborative efforts, lending their extensive knowledge and expertise 

unreservedly, we commend the Bank in this regard.  

 

We must not lose momentum, working together we can emerge from this pandemic stronger. As 

we move forward, the Bank must maintain focus on its long term objectives as enshrined in 

Strategy 2030, ADF 13 and associated targets. This also must encompass the Bank’s 

commitment to international agreements including the Paris Agreement on climate change and 

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which provide a strong platform for the post-

pandemic recovery in Asia and the Pacific. Meeting our joint commitments to achieving climate 

change mitigation, gender equality, providing support to the SIDS and regions experiencing 

Fragile, Conflict and Vulnerable Situations, attainment of the UN SDGs and Debt Sustainability 

will ensure that the region rebuilds resilient and inclusive economies and societies. As challenging 

as COVID has been, we must not lose sight of the issues which existed before COVID, they still 

exist and will be there long after the pandemic has faded into memory. This is why we must keep 

them central to our work and the work of the Bank. In this regard, Ireland will continue to work in 

partnership with the ADB to support regional countries to recover from the COVID 19 pandemic 

and advance their development goals. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to express my gratitude to our Executive Director, and his 

exceptional team in our Constituency Office, they have as ever provided support and valued 

guidance over the past year.  

 

President Asakawa, on behalf of the Government of Ireland, I would like to express sincere thanks 

to you, your management team and staff for the professionalism, and flexibility shown over the 

past months. Your steadfast resolve has provided the Bank with the guidance needed to navigate 

these troubled times, positioning the ADB at the front of the fight against COVID-19. 

 

I can assure you of Ireland’s continued commitment to the ADB, Ireland stands alongside the 

Bank in support of its regional members, as we work together towards a prosperous, inclusive, 

resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific. 

 

I look forward to the day we can all meet in person once again. Thank you. 


