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President Asakawa 
Mr. Chairman 
Governors 
Honorable Board of Directors 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
President Asakawa, over the past year you guided the Bank with a steady hand, leading, 
collaborating, and mobilizing support to priority needs across the region at a time of tremendous 
uncertainty and turmoil globally, but especially in Asia and in the Bank’s countries of operation. 
We thank you and the staff of the ADB for your resolute commitment and decisive response to 
your members during these turbulent times. 
 
The occasion of the Annual Meeting provides an opportunity to reflect on the events of the past 
year, progress which has been achieved, and opportunities which lie ahead. 
 
The Bank’s very significant response to the COVID pandemic has positioned it as an adaptable 
leader, ready and able to meet the needs of member states in partnership with governments, peer 
MDBs and development partners. Launching the APVAX facility, which enables procurement and 
delivery of safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, clearly demonstrates the Bank’s ability to rally 
and respond rapidly to the changing needs of members in a challenging development landscape. 
 
We commend the Bank for their targeted actions which continue to be instrumental in providing 
vital assistance to regional members in their response to the pandemic and their consequent post-
COVID recovery plans. 
 
For Ireland, continuing the ADB’s work in reducing poverty and recovering the recent development 
gains eroded by COVID are a priority for the coming year. We believe the ADF continues to play 
a critical role in achieving this objective by supporting the poorest and most vulnerable in the 
region to achieve their specific development goals while also meeting commitments under the 
SDGs and alignment with the Paris Agreement. As we commence ADF-13, the first ADF cycle  
which will support Strategy 2030 in its entirety, it is important to reflect upon the success of ADF 
over the past years, and work to together to find ways to make the Fund a more effective and 
efficient tool, now and in the future. In this regard, we welcome the review of the ADF by the Bank 
and we look forward to a positive engagement with donors and borrowers on how to improve the 
Fund and to future-proof it for future challenges. 
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As we move forward, we urge the Bank to find a balance in operations between a continued 
response to COVID, and a renewed focus on the priorities of Strategy 2030. In particular, we must 
continue the focus on reducing poverty, but also to address long-standing issues such as climate, 
gender, fragile and conflict states, and SIDS. The ADB has made significant progress on these 
matters over recent years but this has been adversely impacted by COVID and we need to 
redouble our efforts to ensure that we can quickly recover the lost momentum and get back on 
track on the commitments across these areas. 
 
COVID-19 called for strong responses based on solidarity and co-operation. It is imperative the 
ADB continues to drive multilateral efforts to rebuild in better ways, delivering a transformative, 
inclusive and resilient recovery in a post-COVID world. We need to build back better and also to 
build back forward to ensure that we have a more equitable future for all people in the region 
especially those who were marginalized before the pandemic and who also suffered the most 
from its impact.  
 
The post-COVID-19 recovery is a unique opportunity to catalyse and shift global economies 
towards a decarbonised and climate resilient future, aligned with the long term targets of the Paris 
Agreement. In this year of COP26, we urge the Bank to show continued leadership by 
accelerating investments which will promote the necessary sustainable, inclusive, green growth. 
The Bank must push for more ambitious climate finance targets as they assist members deliver 
and plan for a low-carbon and sustainable recovery. ADB can play a catalytic role crowding in 
private capital ensuring a swift and green recovery for the region. The ongoing Energy policy 
review is an opportunity for the Bank to embed their commitment to a climate change, and ensure 
a just transition to a renewable energy focused future across the region.  
 
We urge the Bank to continue to explicitly focus on the needs of those least responsible for 
causing climate change, but with most to lose. Small island states are suffering significantly as a  
result of the pandemic. They are also suffering arguably the worst effects of a climate emergency 
they did not create. The ADB, can assist to simplify and ease access to climate financing for SIDS, 
LICs and fragile states, through technical assistance, knowledge sharing and institutional capacity 
building.  
 
Ireland’s international development policy, A Better World, places gender equality at its heart. 
Over the past year, we have seen how the COVID pandemic has disproportionately impacted 
women with wide-ranging effects on livelihood, education, gender-based violence, and unpaid 
care work. Now more than ever we call for the Bank to place women and girls at the heart of your 
work. The Bank must advocate for gender equality underpinned with credible gender statistics, 
and stronger participation; this will assist to progress, influence and address the specific 
vulnerabilities of women and girls. 
 
We would like to take the opportunity to express our gratitude to our Executive Director Kris 
Panday, and his exceptional team in our Constituency Office, they have as ever provided support 
and valued guidance over the past year.  
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Mr. President, the coming year will be a challenging one. COVID-19 has exposed the 
vulnerabilities and inequalities of individuals, societies and economies, the potential scarring 
effects of COVID are still difficult to predict globally.  
 
The pandemic has reminded us that multilateral responses to global challenges are essential and 
that even the strongest cannot succeed alone. I can assure you of Ireland’s continued 
commitment to the ADB, Ireland stands alongside the Bank in support of its regional members, 
as we work together towards a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the 
Pacific. 
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