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Honorable Mr. Hong Nam-Ki, 

Honorable President Asakawa, 

Dear Governors, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We highly appreciate the cooperation with the Asian Development Bank and hope that holding 

annual meetings provides us with great opportunities to discuss all issues and address priority 

cooperation issues. 

 

Since its establishment, ADB has been engaged in one of the most important areas of 

development of our time - the fight against poverty. Over the past decades, ADB has become an 

important partner for all member countries to achieve this goal, including promoting the 

development and creation of sustainable economies. 

 

During the global financial and economic crisis of 2008-2009, ADB was a significant instrument 

of the international community in implementing countercyclical regulation measures, having 

carried out record volumes of investment operations in priority sectors of the economy in the Asia 

and Pacific region over the years. 

 

Thus, in 2009 and 2015, ADB supported Kazakhstan during a period of sharp declines in world 

oil prices and economic downturns in its key trading partner countries. The loan helped the 

Government of Kazakhstan modernize infrastructure and maintain programs aimed at creating 

jobs, providing social services, helping low-income households and developing the private sector. 

 

In the context of the current situation in the world due to the spread of COVID-19, we express our 

gratitude to ADB for approving a loan in the amount of $1 billion and allocated technical 

assistance, which will support a comprehensive plan to support health care, social protection and 

employment, as well as economic recovery, developed by the Government to mitigate the 

negative effects of the pandemic. 

 

Within the framework of new cooperation with ADB, the Partnership Framework Agreement, 

ratified in May 2020, is of particular importance, which will allow expanding project financing 

instruments and increasing ADB’s contribution to the implementation of investment projects, 

which will lead to increased macroeconomic stability of Kazakhstan, modernization of 
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infrastructure and utilities, assistance to ADB in developing the agricultural sector, improving 

access to finance for SMEs, and increasing investment in infrastructure and social sectors such 

as health and education. 

 

We are interested in further implementation of the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation 

Program with ADB and in expanding its strategic priorities. We look forward to continuing its 

implementation within the framework of the new CAREC 2030 Strategy. Also, in the near future, 

within the framework of CAREC, it is planned to start implementing the “Tashkent-Shymkent-

Khujand Economic Corridor” project, which will contribute to the development of relations between 

the three countries. 

 

To date, within the framework of the joint Knowledge and Experience Exchange Program to 

prepare and support loan projects and to conduct research, the Government of Kazakhstan has 

allocated a total amount of $4,25 million. The Program’s total joint portfolio with ADB will amount 

to more than $7 million. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to note that ADB is an important and strategic partner for the Republic 

of Kazakhstan. We express our gratitude for the significant assistance provided by ADB, both in 

terms of finance and knowledge, to introduce new technologies through innovative projects in 

Kazakhstan. 

 

Thank you for attention. 


