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Chairman, President Asakawa, distinguished Governors and Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, I want to express our gratitude to Management for 
hosting the ADB’s 2021 virtual Annual Meeting. I also want to thank Georgia for chairing the Board 
of Governors this year.  
 
COVID-19 has set back progress on the Sustainable Development Goals dramatically. Multilateral 
efforts are key in meeting the challenges faced by affected countries. In that regard, we highly 
value the swift and robust efforts of the Asian Development Bank in addressing the COVID-19 
crisis through increased financing, and commend the Bank on the roll-out of APVAX. After all, no 
one is safe from COVID-19 until everyone is safe.  
 
The region’s recovery and progress on building back better largely depends on a collective effort 
to adopt policies and solutions that promote a green and inclusive recovery. We are confident that 
the Asian Development Bank is well-placed to lead the region as a climate and development Bank 
and encourage the Bank to make the fight against climate change its core priority. We invite the 
Bank to present a clear and ambitious timeline for full Paris alignment of all its operations. We 
need to align green and inclusive recovery efforts with our universal goals for 2030 and 2050: 
deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals while putting the world on track towards being net 
climate neutral in 2050.  
 
The ongoing energy review is a great opportunity for the Bank to address critical climate and 
environment objectives, while at the same time ensuring the energy needs of the developing 
member countries – as well as their SDG7 targets. We hope that the Bank will seize this 
opportunity to express a clear commitment towards renewables and also call on the Bank to assist 
countries in phasing out all fossil fuel-based development pathways. Such pathways are not in 
line with the Paris Agreement, and renewables will continue to become the cheaper and therefore 
also the financially more sustainable alternative. Furthermore, Bank leadership on renewables 
would help generate income and jobs in DMCs through investments in sustainable infrastructure.  
 
COVID-19 has a significant adverse impact on human capital as witnessed by an increase in 
gender-based violence, the closing of schools, unequal access to vaccinations, impact on mental 
health and lower Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights services, to name a few. Women 
and girls are often affected disproportionally. We urge the Bank to continue to invest in human 
capital development in its recovery efforts, with a focus on the poorest and most vulnerable. 
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The Netherlands has always been an advocate for the Bank to have a strong gender policy, as 
well as robust safeguards to ensure the safety and rights of women. This pandemic warrants 
additional measures to secure their rights and amplify their voices. The on-going review of the 
safeguard system in the Bank is a welcome opportunity to enhance the Bank’s policy on this 
important matter. We highly value meaningful and inclusive stakeholder consultations throughout 
this process, trust that the review will incorporate best practices of other IFIs, and we expect that 
the Bank remains one of the frontrunners in this area.  
 
Mr. President, let me thank you again for your tireless efforts in guiding the Bank and its member 
countries through these difficult times. We look forward to continuing our long-standing 
partnership on our joint commitment to foster sustainable, green and inclusive economic growth 
in Asia and the Pacific.  
 
Thank you. 
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