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THE NETHERLANDS 
A.C.C. (Christiaan) Rebergen, Alternate Governor 
 
 
Chairman Aso, President Nakao, distinguished Governors, Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
I would like to touch upon water and climate challenges in Asia. By 2050, around 1 billion people 
in Asia are estimated to experience severe water scarcity. The main causes are climate change 
and increasing water demand due to industrialisation and population growth. Climate change will 
also lead to more frequent and extreme draughts and floods. Improving water management, 
irrigation and flood protection in Asia is therefore urgent.  
 
ADB is an important player in the field of water in Asia, mainly for drinking water and sanitation, 
and to a lesser extend for irrigation. The Netherlands would like to see this focus expanded to 
include other important issues: integrated water resources management and flood protection, as 
well as an increased link between water and food security. That is why I am happy to announce 
here today that The Netherlands has decided to make a new contribution of 9.5 million US dollars 
to ADB’s Water Financing Partnership Facility for exactly those topics. We hope that other 
member countries will also consider contributing to these important objectives via the Water 
Financing Partnership Facility.  
 
Furthermore, I would like to mention the “Delta Coalition”. Last year, this unique coalition was 
launched in the Netherlands. It consists of twelve countries that face similar challenges regarding 
their deltas and have joined forces sharing know-how and experience to make them more 
resilient. One of the key goals of the Delta Coalition is to increase opportunities for financing 
projects that will reduce vulnerability to climate change. Given its important role in climate change 
adaptation, the ADB could play a valuable role in advocacy, financing and implementation in this 
coalition which already includes seven regional ADB member countries.  
 
Finally, an enhanced role of the ADB in more sophisticated and innovative projects in water and 
climate adaptation should also be a key element of Strategy 2030. “Key”, because it would allow 
the Bank to be a true knowledge Bank. “Key”, because it would enhance the Bank’s catalytic 
impact. “Key”, because it would be crucial for maintaining the Bank’s comparative advantage in 
addressing the most pressing development challenges in Asia.  
 
Thank you.  


