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Bismillah! 
 
Excellencies, Chairman of the Board of Governors from Sri Lanka, the President of Asian 
Development Bank, fellow Governors, Alternative Governors, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Good Afternoon. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the management of Asian Development Bank and 
the Government of Philippines for facilitating us in the event for these last three days and making 
it very comfortable for us, we thank you for that. I am touched by the support I have received from 
all friends here, on the ongoing floods which are there since July of this year and we are still in 
that process, it has not stopped. I am thankful for the support, their messages of condolence and 
whatever way they have supported us, is extremely valuable and encouraging for us. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to warn all of you. Please consider this as a 
Climate Warning. 

 
We might not be taking it as seriously as we think, but let me share a few things with you which 
might open your eyes. Pakistan’s greenhouse emissions are less than 1% but Pakistan is 
suffering and maybe we are the fourth or the fifth worst affected countries in the world. We were 
expecting 40% more rain than the average of the last 30 years. But we got rain with 300 percent, 
500 percent, 700 percent, 1,000 percent, 1,700 percent more than what average we had, in the 
last 30 years.  
 
We used to have riverine flooding due to the melting of the glaciers, but this time, it came from 
the sky. For days it rained, not in the mountain area where the flood used to come from, but this 
was from the sea. It rained for days that we were not able to provide food, medicine and any kind 
of relief. As no helicopter could go there, the roads were cut off and the railways were cut off. It 
was next to impossible to see people dying of hunger and not being able to provide them relief. 
We did whatever we could. 
 
Why I want to share this because I don’t want any other country to go through the same 

fate as we did. So, it’s a warning. 
 
33 million people have been displaced. We have heard of refugees but these are refugees within 
their own country. They are homeless; they are on the roads, they are in the open – without 
tents, without medicine, without food – they are still on the roads. Since June, we are providing 
them with whatever we can. 33 million – there are many countries whose population is not 33 
million – but let’s open our eyes as, we don’t want anyone else to be next.  



 
2 

Thousands of acres of land are underwater. 1,600 people have died, more than 1 million animals 
have died and more will die because there is no fodder to feed them and the disease is also there. 
13,000 kilometers of highways, motorways and roads have been washed away, 400 bridges have 
been washed away.  
 
22,000 schools are either damaged or destroyed with about 3.5 million students. Which school 
can they go to? We don't know as yet, how will they study in extreme heat and winter? We’re still 
not aware of that, how long will it take to rehabilitate that, an answer we still don’t have because 
we are still in the process of rescue since July this year.  
 
13,000 hospitals have been damaged or destroyed, 600,000 expecting mothers are sitting in the 
open sky without medical aid and without nutritious food for the newborns, which we are trying to 
deal with to the best of our ability. 18,000 lady health workers, who were supposed to give support 
to the far-flung areas of Pakistan, there, they don’t have any homes, they are on the roads. Crops; 
cotton crops are destroyed, dates crops are destroyed, rice crops are destroyed. We used to 
export these items. We are exporters of cotton made products, we used to export wheat, rice. I 
think we might import them.  
 
This time we had a winter and the spring did not come. The winter was taken over by the heat 
wave and the summer came without the spring. 54° was the temperature for days and days. In 
that heat, it’s easy to say but you can boil an egg on the bonnet of a car and people are there 
without roofs sitting there. It’s not that hot now but because of climate change, we have seen this 
kind of temperature.  
 
We have to open our eyes, we have to tackle and deal with it. After another few months, I feel we 
will forget what happened there. Pakistan won’t forget because we are going to live with it for 
years and years to come. Its billions and billions of dollars which we will have to spend to 
rehabilitate. We are paying to the poorest of the poor some cash subsidies also and Asian 
Development Bank has been very supportive in that. But after a few months, the world will forget 
that there was a disaster.  
 

You could be the next. Please think about it, find a way to stop this because we don’t 
want anyone else to suffer. 

 
We had floods in 2010, in which 20 million people were affected, this time 33 million. We started 
working on climate change. In 2010, the infrastructure that we were establishing, was all climate-
resilient but we never knew that this kind of rain where it never used to rain for 2 years in a row, 
it never used to rain even a day, it rained 500 times the average of 30 years. So, whatever we are 
doing, we’re keeping in mind that it has to be climate resilient, it has to be focused. We have to 
fight together.  
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We are coming, we have announced the solar policy which we did earlier but that is not enough. 
We have gone for massive plantations, solar policy, electric vehicles, everything we are moving 
towards that but I think we are already very late. Our experience says that the world took a long 
time to decide and still if you don’t act fast, it’s going to be a disastrous for our brothers and sisters.  
 

One life lost anywhere in the world is losing of humanity. It is as precious as it is in 
Pakistan. So please I urge all of you to focus and find a way forward. 

 
Please, it should be targeted; what we need to do, how we need to focus on that and what are 
the targets which we need to achieve and time that is required. 30 years – 2030 what we are also 
planning might be too far away.  
 
I thank you all for listening to me patiently. I’m afraid, I have taken more time than was allocated. 
I wanted to say a lot of things but I once again thank Asian Development Bank and all friends 
sitting here for the kind support they have given us. 
 
Thank you! 
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