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Distinguished fellow Governors, Representatives of Members 
President Asakawa, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Our Country is an island even more isolated in a stormy sea of the COVID-19 Pandemic. As we 
strive through these unchartered waters, we extend our deepest sympathy to all those who have 
suffered health and economic challenges. 
 
I would like to sincerely thank President Asakawa and the ADB Staff for their steadfast and 
continued support of our countries in these unprecedented times. It is also for their earlier work 
that our nations are better positioned to react to this crisis quickly and decisively.  
 
This crisis has shown our interrelatedness to the World and how important unity is to steering us 
through to brighter days. Experience shows the way to safety and prosperity is not always a 
straight line. Course corrections must be made as situations dictate. We thank the ADB and our 
other development partners who continue to make those adjustments with us. 
 
The speed of economic recovery will depend on creating a safe environment characterized by 
effective management of health risks for the current and the likely future crises to come. We need 
to read the signs in our environment and interpret them into action. Therefore, information access 
and sharing information will be critical to learning about and how to adopt best practices. 
Communication will also be critical to capitalize on recovery opportunities – such as travel bubbles 
for Small Island Developing States (SIDS).  
 
The importance of current financial and policy support cannot be underestimated. This support is 
the wind that propels our movement forward while capacity building and policy reforms are being 
developed and implemented. ADB financial and technical support is pivotal in this regard.  
 
The increased frequency and degree of expected waves of future challenges necessitate further 
development of resiliency and recovery measures. Known measures such as disaster funds, 
physical planning, and logistical strategies (for quick delivery or stockpiles of emergency goods) 
and new measures with flexibility for addressing the unknown are equally important. Some of 
these measures may involve disruptive technology which should also be welcomed. 
 
Through the next few years, Climate Change must continue to be kept in our horizon. 
Commonalities in adaptation and resiliency projects should be aligned with efforts for economic, 
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social, and health improvements. ADB’s continued support will be invaluable to make those 
linkages more obvious and accessible. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to attend this virtually hosted 54th ADB Annual Meeting and look 
forward to travelling to attend the next meeting in person.  
 
Thank you. 
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