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Leonardo Rodríguez García, Temporary Alternate Governor 

 

 

Mister Chairman of the Board of Governors, President Asakawa, Honorable Governors, 

 

First of all, let me express my sincere appreciation for this year’s Annual Meeting organization. 

The challenge of a fully virtual agenda has been successfully overcome and it reflects ADB’s 

capacity of adaptation and fast reaction. 

 

Let me also, on behalf of the Spanish Government, welcome Mr. Asakawa as new ADB President. 

Since he took office last January the region, as the world, has faced such an unexpected turn of 

the events. We trust his wide experience and knowledge of the Bank are of great value to design 

the best answer to address the economic and social challenges of this crisis. 

 

We live unprecedent times. The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our lives, causing enormous 

pain and sorrow, disastrous health and social consequences and a tremendous economic impact 

that is yet hard to predict. We cannot remember last time such a pandemic of global scale hit the 

world and we are still struggling to minimize its impact in order to save lives and bring the global 

economy back from the brink.  

 

The Asia and Pacific region has been hardly hit by the pandemic. Not only in terms of the 

significant human cost due to the health and social implications, but also in economic ones, both 

in the supply and demand side of the economy. Consumption, investment, business and tourism 

have experienced a historical contraction leading to enormous economic losses for the developing 

member countries, which will need now more than ever from the support of the international 

community. 

 

On behalf of Spain, one of the European countries most affected by the pandemic, I would like to 

express our condolences to the Asian countries, offering our support and our collaboration to the 

efforts devoted to deal with the dire consequences of COVID-19.  

 

The virus has finally proven that, in an interconnected world, countries cannot address their 

multiple challenges alone. Regional cooperation is crucial and the provision of multilateral and 

global solutions is the only possible way to tackle global problems.  
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The Asian Development Bank has shown itself an assured and effective player in addressing the 

development challenges Asia and the Pacific are facing, especially during the present global 

crisis. In this regard, I would like to commend the Bank for its rapid, effective and comprehensive 

COVID-19 Response package, which has contributed decisively to reduce the overall impact of 

the pandemic in the region. 

 

Once Asia and the Pacific move into the recovery phase, further actions and instruments will be 

required that rely on the existing policies. If we are to achieve a more prosperous, inclusive, 

resilient and sustainable region, the coronavirus should not overshadow most pressing challenges 

ADB Developing Member Countries are facing. Therefore, to help accomplish this vision, the Bank 

should devote relevant efforts and resources to boost climate change adaptation and mitigation 

in the region as well as sustainable infrastructures, public health or technological innovations.  

 

Considering that over 40% of global CO2 come from Asia and the Pacific, Spain welcomes the 

green ambition of ADB set in its Strategy 2030 and we urge the Bank to strengthen its activity 

regarding the promotion of renewable energy sources. We are well aware of the successful path 

that the Bank has with its energy sector programs in terms of bringing availability and reliability of 

energy supplies to many communities. However, there is still more work to do in other areas. We 

believe that a review of the current Energy Policy 2009 is therefore essential, as it is no longer 

well suited to the current consensus about climate change. We look forward to its adoption in line 

with our vision of achieving a sustainable Asia and the Pacific.  

 

Simultaneously, making cities more livable is at the core of Strategy 2030. The Strategy brings 

together a set of policies and tools contributing to the management of growing megacities in Asia. 

We encourage the Bank to foster sustainable urban infrastructures, providing solutions in areas 

such as energy and water supply as well as waste treatment. In this regard, universal health 

systems as part the livable cities initiative make now more sense than ever. 

 

In a context of emerging needs caused by the COVID-19 pandemic but with scarce resources, 

ADB´s activity should be driven by the quality and impact of its operations, ensuring its long-term 

financial sustainability. If the Bank is to remain crucial in future crisis, a prudential financial position 

should be maintained and safeguarded, together with a strong focus on domestic resource 

mobilization and public-private partnerships.  

 

Similarly, Spain welcomes the adopted Private Sector Action Plan and we look forward to its 

implementation, that will be followed by the strengthening and diversification of its private sector 

portfolio.   

 

Mr. President, dear colleagues, Spain, as a committed shareholder of the Asian Development 

Bank, recognizes the crucial role the institution is called to play not only to tackle the health, 

economic and social consequences of COVID-19 but to reach the Sustainable Development 

Goals in Asia and the Pacific, contributing to the end of poverty in the region, leaving no one 
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behind. ADB shall play again the “home doctor” role it started with more than fifty years ago, 

listening carefully to the needs of the region. 

 

Therefore, despite the fiscal constraints and the resources we need to cope with the pandemic in 

Spain, I am pleased to announce that the Council of Ministers has recently approved a €12 million 

contribution to the twelfth replenishment of the Asian Development Fund (ADF-13). This 

contribution represents a significant increase compared to the Spanish contribution to the ADF-

12 and reflects the Spanish long-standing commitment to ADB and the development in the region.  

 

Thank you. 


