
 
 
 
 
SRI LANKA 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, Prime Minister 
 
 
Fellow Governors, President Asakawa, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
It is indeed a privilege to be able to participate and also share my thoughts, at the 54th Annual 
Meeting of the ADB, more so since the 55th Annual Meeting of the ADB is due to be held in 
Colombo in 2022.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in unprecedented loss of human lives and has disrupted 
almost all aspects of our lives, our societies, our economies, our value systems and cultural 
practices.  
 
It is I believe a time to reflect, regroup and reemerge. After all it is the Asian Century and our 
region is known for resilience. It is a region that has experienced the Asian financial crisis, wars, 
prolonged internal conflicts, Natural Disasters including the Tsunami of 2004 which affected Sri 
Lanka, the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami and numerous other disasters. Yet it is also a 
region that is leading the growth story of the world. This is true even amidst the current pandemic 
it is to Asia that the world is looking into and our data only justifies such outlook.  
 
It also means that an emerging Asia has a responsibility to also lead the world in ensuring 
sustainable practices that will preserve our environment and the way of life for the generations to 
come. We are all collectively called to cooperate in addressing our common issues may it be 
poverty, urbanization or even harnessing the innovative spirit of our people, because each of the 
policy solutions we bring to, address these issues must be environmentally sustainable and 
acceptable.  
 
We must be ready to change our way of life and adopt practices and technologies that support us 
to make use of the natural resources more efficiently and reduce our reliance on carbon fuels. I 
believe that the ADB must lead the way in supporting member countries to embrace radical 
technologies and processes that facilitates specially the transfer from fossil fuels to renewables 
and the more efficient use of energy. I must note that it is in this background that having identified 
the importance of digitalization not only in the context of facilitating a better delivery of service but 
also within the context of a green economy that our Government is on an expeditious drive to 
digitize public sector services. Sri Lanka strongly believes that the ADB must focus on extending 
support to the emerging Asia to have smarter eco sustainable cities that is a new approach to 
urbanization and ensuring that access to resources are better managed. It is important that we 
facilitate female empowerment, acknowledging the crucial role that women play in creating a just 
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and an equitable society. While the Asian region has made significant strides, it still remains an 
area that more work must be done. More resources must be allocated. 
 
Fellow Governors, President Asakawa and delegates, it would indeed be remiss of me if I do not 
acknowledge the support extended by the ADB during the pandemic, which included swift 
disbursement of funds, the USD 20 billion package and the launching of the USD 9 billion Asia 
Pacific Vaccine Access Facility, which supported Sri Lanka and many other countries to access 
the vaccines as early as January 2021. We are grateful to the responsiveness and the support 
provided during these difficult times. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it would appear that the challenges ahead of us are daunting given its 
complexities. I am sure that together we will be able to address these challenges in particular 
those pertaining to our environment and climate, if we are unafraid to take not incremental steps 
but quantum leaps. ADB, I am sure will no doubt provide the necessary leadership.  
 
In conclusion my dear governors, ladies and Gentlemen, it is indeed with pleasure that I wish to 
invite you to attend the 55th Annual Meeting of the ADB Board of Governors in Colombo in May 
2022. I hope and look forward to continuing this dialogue. I wish you good health and safety! 
 
May the Triple Gem Bless you all. 
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