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Firstly let me convey greetings and best wishes from the Hon. President, Hon. Prime Minister 
and the people of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka the resplendent island nation 
of the Indian Sub-continent. 
 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, the Guest of Honor, President of the ADB, Governors, interim and 
alternate Governors,  Advisers, officials of ADB and Host Country, Your Excellencies, Delegates, 
it is indeed a privilege and an honor to address you and be present for the second year in 
succession. 
 
We are assembled here to carry out the onerous task of disseminating the Annual Report, 
Financial Reports, Budgets for 2016 and related procedural issues of the Asian Development 
Bank the omnipresent International Financial Institution of Asia. I am sure that the Forty Ninth 
Annual Meeting will provide the necessary guidance on ADB pertaining to administrative, 
financial and operational directions. 
 
The countries of the Asian region had gone through numerous travails over the year, both of 
natural and man-made versions. However, we had managed to weather the worst of such 
instances, to reach a standard of economic and social significance since of late, and the way 
forward will be on the path to prosperity. The role of the ADB had contributed immensely to such 
achievements and I am sure that future contributions will be of additional significance. This is 
Asia’s century and it is the duty of all nations to reap the benefits of such opportunities in 
creating the ideal backdrops for accelerated growth. 
 
I wish to convey the condolences of the people my country to people of the Asian region who 
had faced catastrophic consequences due to mainly natural causes and congratulate the people 
of nations who had achieved economic growth and social uplifting during 2015. 
 
For Sri Lankans, year 2015 could be termed as an outstanding year. Through a most 
democratic vote held on the 8th of January a new government surfeit with good governance, 
laced with transparency was created opening up a new vista of democracy. We had gone 
through thirty years of protracted civil strife which culminated in 2009, but the expected 
economic and social prosperity did not unfold due to governance issues, since then. 
 
The resilience of the people of Sri Lanka in the face of economic adversities had been amply 
demonstrated during the decades of internal strife and a most destructive tsunami which struck 
the nation creating major collateral damage taking away the lives and livelihoods of many Sri 
Lankans. We are on the road to prosperity on a platform of good governance and transparency 
amidst a committed process to achieve national reconciliation and economic freedom. I am sure 
that Sri Lanka would be a major nation to be part of Asia’s success during this century. 
 
Now we are on the path of progress and the next few years will herald a period of unparalleled 
economic growth and social prosperity. The guidance, support and assistance of the ADB will 
enhance and provide the ideal impetus for us reach our goals and objectives in creating a better 
tomorrow for the people of Sri Lanka. 
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However it with much concern and trepidation we have observed the events and evidence 
unfolding relating to transfer of funds of Asian countries to countries of different continents 
through illegal and irregular means. Such endeavors create a negative impression on the 
economies of countries from which such funds are siphoned off and we look forward to the 
attention of all regulatory institutions to ensure that such operations are curtailed and eradicated. 
A combined effort by our member nations to counter such endeavors would be most welcome. I 
also wish to elaborate that such illegal and irregular options could have a critical effect on 
economies of countries like Sri Lanka unless corrective action is implemented on a priority basis. 
 
The forty ninth annual meeting of the ADB, I am convinced would be a major success creating 
win-win options to all member countries. Next year will be significant and also be a year of 
celebration of reaching a fifty year milestone of the ADB annual sessions. ADB has carried out a 
charted mission with unwavering commitment coupled with aplomb and professionalism. I take 
this opportunity to thank the President of the ADB and all officials for services rendered in 
nurturing and uplifting the economies of Asian countries over the years. 
 
The organizers of this annual conference, you have to be complimented for your organizing 
skills.  Chancellor Angela Merkel and people of your great nation we are much thankful for your 
hospitality as the host nation of this important annual meeting of the ADB. 
 
May the ADB be granted continued opportunity to serve the Asian nations by carrying forward 
their mission of providing fiscal guidance and funding assistance in creating a continent surfeit 
with prosperity, de-void of economic hardships and poverty. 
 
Thank you. 


