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Mr. Chairman, President Asakawa, Honorable Governors, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of the government of the Taipei,China*, I would like to thank the President, 
management, and staff of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for making the utmost efforts in 
overcoming all difficulties and obstacles to successfully organize the second stage of this 53rd 
Annual Meeting as a virtual event.  
 
This annual meeting is taking place at a time when billions around the world are reeling from the 
unprecedented impact of COVID-19 on all facets of society. Millions have been infected and 
hundreds of thousands have lost their lives. Nation-wide lockdowns and international travel 
controls continue to weigh on economies and employment. New waves of coronavirus worldwide 
have exposed the fragility of our public health systems, impairing global healthcare capacity and 
leaving the poorest and most vulnerable developing countries on the brink of meltdown. 
 
The ongoing pandemic has amplified the emerging global and regional challenges such as 
extreme poverty, health security, disaster risks, climate change, etc. In a time of such crisis, the 
paramount importance of Asia-Pacific regional cooperation, as well as the nature of the ADB as 
a leading multilateral development partner, has particularly been highlighted. To further express 
our appreciation in the context of its COVID-19 response, I greatly commend the ADB for being 
at the forefront of swift actions to deploy an assistance package of USD $20 billion to help the 
region counter the undue impacts caused by the pandemic, as well as address the urgent needs 
of the poor and the vulnerable. 
 
It is vital that we learn from past lessons, collectively develop a holistic approach to mitigation, 
and rethink how to map a bright future in the wake of COVID-19. We strongly believe that ADB 
will continue to spearhead this tireless effort and chart a sustainable path forward amid this 
pandemic. As such, we see two important elements. First, the continued implementation of the 
seven operational plans under Strategy 2030 will provide waypoints navigating us through stormy 
weather. Second, with a prolonged and bumpy road ahead to recovery from the economic impact 
of COVID-19, 2021 would mark a special launch for the ADF 13, which sets out our response to 
the evolving developmental needs and challenges facing the region－including supporting an 
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inclusive and sustainable recovery in ADF and concessional ordinary capital resources lending 
(COL) countries post-COVID-19.  
 
Looking forward to the next replenishment of the ADF, Taipei,China* advocates targeted 
concessional resources towards those who are the poorest and the most vulnerable as part of 
our continued engagement with the ADF. We are also confident that the noble undertaking of the 
ADF 13 will be further strengthened through three salient features. 
 
First, the economic vulnerability premium that delivers a scaling up of ADF grant support for the 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to address their higher vulnerability and fragility. As a 
small island state, Taipei,China* feels a deep affinity with the SIDS. In this regard, we fully support 
and welcome the introduction of the said premium that will put a much greater attention on 
protecting against exogenous economic shocks.  
 
Second, the expanded disaster and pandemic response facility (DRF+), whose scope covers 
public health emergencies beyond severe disasters triggered by natural hazards, has 
demonstrated the ADB’s commitment to ramping up actions that build disaster resilience. As a 
country frequently hit by natural disasters and vulnerable to external shocks, we are grateful for 
such resilience-building efforts. This would benefit all of us to urgently tackle the crisis head-on at 
a broader level, particularly, the financial stress brought on by the pandemic.  
 
Third, the expansion of using ADF grants for thematic priorities, such as climate adaptation, 
gender equality, disaster prevention, and regional health security will enhance the flexibility of the 
resource allocation mechanism under ADF 13. From this perspective, Taipei,China* commends 
the ADB’s robust commitment to home in on the ambitious vision of achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
 
Next, building on this historic event, I would like to touch upon Taipei,China’s* efforts in helping 
the international community combat COVID-19. 
 
At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government of Taipei,China* managed to contain 
the outbreak swiftly and effectively through its democratic mechanisms, transparent measures, 
and proactive actions. Our success has been widely recognized and our approach has been 
dubbed the Taipei,China* Model. Taipei,China’s* Ministry of Health and Welfare has partnered 
with healthcare professionals and scholars from hospitals and medical institutions in Taipei,China* 
to hold 77 videoconferences and virtual meetings on the Taipei,China* Model with governmental 
officials, hospitals, universities, and think tanks in 32 countries. Dr. Ho Mei-shang, an adjunct 
research fellow at Academia Sinica, even served as a short-term resident expert to the ADB, 
assisting with the development of COVID-19 response strategies. 
 
As of June 2020, Taipei,China* had donated a wide range of medical supplies to more than 80 
countries, including 51 million surgical masks, 1.16 million N95 masks, 600,000 isolation gowns, 
and 35,000 forehead thermometers. 
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Beyond these, Taipei,China* has long promoted medical services cooperation projects, assisting 
partner countries in enhancing their healthcare environments and raising health standards. For 
example, by integrating Taipei,China’s* experience in developing its own healthcare system with 
the resources of its domestic medical institutions, we have been able to successfully deploy 
numerous Mobile Medical Missions to island nations throughout the Pacific. Taipei,China* also 
offers healthcare education exchange programs to these nations so as to enhance the 
professional capacities of their healthcare providers. 
 
Smart technology is also one area where Taipei,China* is joining forces to defeat COVID-19. With 
our strengths in high-tech industries and healthcare systems, Taipei,China* is keenly collaborating 
with like-minded countries on technological solutions to COVID-19, including the research and 
development of rapid test kits, medicines, and vaccines. 
 
Despite the all-time high uncertainty, it is our shared goal to build critical pathways－with 
aggressive actions－to restoring momentum and ensuring that an economic recovery takes hold 
soon. To fulfill our role and responsibility to the international community in navigating through the 
COVID-19 crisis, Taipei,China* is willing to continue to share its success by leveraging information 
and communications technology as well as quickly integrating medical and healthcare-related 
supply chains, so as to improve public health capacities and preparedness across the region.  
 
Last but not least, taking this opportunity, I solemnly reiterate that the Taipei,China* is a founding 
member and a reliable partner of the ADB, in which my government has long been dedicated to 
fulfilling its commitment to sharing our development experience and expertise with other 
Developing Member Countries (DMCs) in the ADB. Nonetheless, the wrong nomenclature 
“Taipei,China”, which was unilaterally adopted by the ADB has enormously hindered 
Taipei,China* from making further contributions to ADB’s missions. The development challenges 
facing the region require solidarity－free from discrimination－among ADB members. To this end, 
we strongly urge the ADB to acknowledge the foregoing fact and to ensure that this longdue issue 
is properly addressed. I will not limit my clarification and would further call on that all members 
should be treated equally, fairly and with respect, where no member is restricted from deepening 
engagements with the ADB. 
 
Thank you. 


