
 

THAILAND  
Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Governor 
 
 
Chairman of the Board of Governors,  
President of the Asian Development Bank,  
Fellow Governors,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
On behalf of the Government of Thailand, I would like to express my appreciation to the ADB’s 
management, and the staffs for hosting this Annual Meeting, the first in-person meeting for over 
two years.  
 
Since the beginning of 2020, the world has faced unprecedented challenges from the COVID-19 
pandemic, with its impact being felt in almost all aspects of life. Thankfully, the ADB’s response 
has been timely and tremendous. I highly appreciate the ADB’s financial assistance of over $20 
billion to counter the severe impacts of the pandemic and to procure and deliver vaccines under 
the Asia Pacific Vaccine Access Facility.  
 
As we look into the future, environmental issues are the first ones that spring to mind. We have 
seen extreme weather events all over the world, a result of climate change caused by human 
activities. In response, the world has made climate a key agenda in many international fora.  
 
We should build on this momentum to make the world cleaner and greener. This requires immediate 
rethinking from policymakers to address these challenges, whether it be integrating sustainable 
development and a just transition into macroeconomic policies, aligning economic growth with social 
and environmental objectives, and investing public funds in greening the economy. 
 
Therefore, Thailand fully supports “Positioning Climate Resilient Green Economy for the Post 
COVID-19 World”, the current ADB theme for the annual meeting. The theme has come at the 
right timing and would pave steps towards the future of resilient and sustainable economy. 
 
In alignment with the ADB’s theme, Thailand has put the Bio-Circular-Green (BCG) economic model 
as a new national agenda. The model will enable Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through 
the promotion of sustainable agriculture, clean energy and responsible consumption and production. 
 
Creating a climate resilient and green economy cannot be done individually. Rather, it requires a 
concerted effort from various economies. I am confident that the ADB would play a crucial part, 
be they mobilizing funding, providing support and assistance, and sharing knowledge and best 
practices. To this end, I would like to encourage fellow members to support the agenda for this 
year’s annual meeting and work together to foster sustainable and inclusive growth in our region. 


