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The partnership between Timor-Leste and the Asian Development Bank began in 1999 as we 

were embarking in our nation-building process. The support of donor countries and organizations, 

including ADB were crucial in restoring essential infrastructure for a newly independent country. 

Timor-Leste is appreciative of ADB’s support since independence. 

 

The current relationship between Timor-Leste and the ADB is guided by the Country Partnership 

Strategy 2016-2020, and we acknowledge that this document is aligned to the Strategic 

Development Plan 2011-2030, which is a comprehensive forward-looking program for Timor-

Leste that covers the areas of social capital, infrastructure development, economic development 

and institutional framework. The objective is for Timor-Leste to achieve the status of upper-middle 

status, with a healthy, well- educated and safe population by 2030. 

 

The Government values the current partnership where the focus has been on infrastructure 

development, transport connectivity and investment in agriculture value chains paving the way for 

a more diverse and sustainable economy, thus reducing our reliance on our Petroleum Fund.  

The ADB is the biggest lender in Timor-Leste for infrastructure development. Through loans, 

grants and technical assistance, ADB has supported Timor-Leste’s nation building efforts with a 

total amount of USD$434.21 million since 1999, enabling Timor-Leste to rehabilitate 126 

kilometers of national roads and a further 296 kilometers of districts and national roads by 2022. 

 

Developing a diversified economy that is less reliant on our natural resources is one of Timor-

Leste’s biggest challenges. That includes investment in national infrastructure, investment in 

human capital to produce a healthy and capable workforce, investment in agriculture value chains 

and undertaking institutional reforms that creates a friendly business environment, are essential 

conditions for achieving a more diversified economy. As such, we are grateful to have the Asian 

Development Bank on board as partners as we move forward in addressing these challenges. 

 

The Government values greatly the partnership between Timor-Leste and the Asian Development 

Bank and looks forward for further cooperation in the future that brings mutual gains, for the 

benefit of the people of Timor-Leste. 


