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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE COMPLETION REPORT VALIDATION REPORT1 
 
1. PROJECT DATA     TA No.  9138                

TA Name      
                                                                                                                                                                       

Facility for 
Strengthening 
Policy Reform and 
Capacity Building 

Approval 
Date 

19 Jul 2016 Approved ($) 800,000.00 

Signing 
Date 

16 Aug 2016 Revised ($) 366,664.00 

Country People’s Republic 
of China 

Planned 
Completion  
Date 

19 Jun 2019 Disbursed ($) 
 
 

366,663.66 

Actual 
Completion 
Date 

17 Jul 2020 Undisbursed 
($) 

0.34 

Department East Asia 
Department 

TA Type  
 

TRTA (   )     
KSTA (   ) 
PATA ()     
CDTA (   )  
RDTA (   )     
PPTA (   ) 
RETA (   )    

Sources of 
Funding 

Technical 
Assistance 
Special Fund 
(TASF-other 
sources) 

Sector and 
Subsector 
 

Public Sector 
Management 

Executing 
Agency 

Ministry of 
Finance through 
International 
Financial 
Institution 
Division II of 
International 
Economic and 
Financial 
Cooperation 
Department 

CDTA = capacity development technical assistance, KSTA = knowledge and support technical assistance,  
PATA = policy and advisory technical assistance, PPTA = project preparation technical assistance, RDTA = research 
and development technical assistance, RETA = regional technical assistance, TA = technical assistance, TRTA = 
transaction technical assistance. 
 
2. DESIGN AND MONITORING FRAMEWORK AND RESULTS  

Objective Building upon earlier Asian Development Bank (ADB) support, this technical 
assistance (TA) aimed to strengthen policy formulation in the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) for implementing key socioeconomic development goals of the 
Thirteenth Five-Year Plan and enhance capacity of relevant government agencies. 
The expected outcome of the TA was policy reforms, strategies, and new ideas and 
practices introduced or recommended. The TA had two intended outputs: (i) policy 
assessments enhanced; and (ii) capacity building in selected agencies 
strengthened. 
 

TA Rationale As the economy of the PRC continues to grow, a number of regional, environment, 
and social disparities have become increasingly apparent. This awareness 
highlighted the need to restructure institutions in the PRC from focusing 
predominantly on economic growth to more balanced public-service-oriented 
entities actively responding to a range of concerns and to emerging challenges. 
During the 2015 country programming mission, the Government of the PRC 
confirmed its request to the ADB to continue strengthening policy reform and 
capacity building through an additional facility-type TA. This request followed the 
approval of seven previous facility-type TA projects from 2003 to 2014. The modality 

 
1  Team members: C. Ramos-Galacgac (initial reviewer), K. Veal (validator) and D. Lucks (quality reviewer). 
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was developed as a mechanism where multiple identified and/or emerging 
subprojects aligned with the PRC’s priorities and ADB strategies are funded under a 
single TA, allowing timely and flexible support. The 2013 TA Performance 
Evaluation Report of the first six TA projects undertaken by the Independent 
Evaluation Department (IED) in 2013 rated the facility-type TA projects successful; 
and noted that the facilities gained in importance to the government, and resulted in 
ADB serving as a sounding board for policy analyses around prioritized topics.2 

 

Results Levels Indicators 
IED Comment on Evaluability 

of Indicators 
Outcome 
 
Policy reforms, strategies, 
and new ideas and 
practices in government 
priority areas introduced 
or recommended  
 

By 2020  

a. At least four policy notes 
circulated to high-level government 
authorities and/or senior leaders 
during the TA implementation period 
(2016 baseline: 0)  

b. At least four policy guidelines or 
recommendations adopted by the 
central and/or local governments 
(2016 baseline: 0)  

 

The first outcome indicator is 
relevant to the TA purpose and 
TA design and is specific and 
verifiable from TA data. 
However, this indicator is an 
output indicator rather than an 
indicator to track higher level 
objectives.  
 
The second indicator is 
appropriate to the TA purpose 
and TA design and is specific 
and verifiable from TA data. 
The indicator moves beyond 
provision of advice toward 
adoption of advice. There is a 
substantial difference in 
outcome level, to have policy 
recommendations adopted at 
the central or local 
governments. Some indication 
of scale expected would have 
been warranted. 

 
Output 1  

Policy assessments 
enhanced 

By 2019: 

1a. At least four policy notes and/or 
bilingual synopses, which 
comprehensively assess policy 
issues and propose policy 
recommendations (2016 baseline: 0)  

1b. At least four dissemination 
workshops to present the main 
results of the studies to enhance the 
policy impact (2016 baseline: 0)  

 
Output 1a indicator is 
appropriate to the TA purpose 
and design and is specific and is 
verifiable from TA data. 
 
Output 1b indicator is 
appropriate to the TA purpose 
and design and is specific and is 
verifiable from TA data. It 
contributes to TA effectiveness 
by requiring dissemination and 
dialogue of TA products.  
 
The way both indicators were 
crafted could be improved by 
articulating what is specifically 
intended to be achieved, and in 
past tense (e.g., policy notes 

 
2  Independent Evaluation Department (IED). 2013. Performance Evaluation Report: Facility-type Technical Assistance 

in the People’s Republic of China. Manila: ADB. 
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Results Levels Indicators 
IED Comment on Evaluability 

of Indicators 
prepared, workshops 
conducted). The indicator could 
be more specific by identifying 
the target number and role of 
participants (e.g., policy officers, 
decision-makers, etc.). 
 

Output 2 

Capacity building in 
selected agencies/areas 
strengthened  

 
 

2a. At least two conferences and/or 
workshops each on best practice 
and/or knowledge sharing, targeting 
70 participants (2016 baseline: 0)  

 

2b. At least one thematic training 
workshop, targeting 60 participants, 
for the executing and/or 
implementing agencies (2016 
baseline:0) 

Both output indicators are 
appropriate to the TA purpose 
and design and is specific and is 
verifiable from TA data. 
However, given the size and 
intention of the TA, the target 
number of participants seems to 
be modest.  
 
The relevance of both indicators 
could be improved through better 
measure of strengthened 
capacity, e.g., pre-, and post-
training or workshop survey.  

 
3. PERFORMANCE ASSESMENT 
 
Relevance   

Item Highly Relevant Relevant Less than Relevant Irrelevant 
TCR Rating     
TCRV Rating     
IED Rationale The Thirteenth Five-Year Plan on National Economic and Social Development, 

2016–2020, approved by the National People’s Congress in March 2016, outlined a 
policy framework with a broader set of priorities including inclusive and innovation-
driven development, ecological civilization and green development, and the 
establishment of a modern social sector.3 This TA project, which was implemented 
during the plan period, aimed to support policy development in the newer areas of 
plan implementation. The intended impact and outcome of the TA were closely 
aligned with the priorities in the  plan, and hence were relevant to the national 
context. The TA project, with its focus on emerging national policy areas, was also 
consistent with contributing to the implementation of the ADB country partnership 
strategy with the PRC, 2016–2020.4  
 
Given that the TA responded to a request from the PRC to continue strengthening 
policy reform and capacity building, the decision to implement a policy and advisory 
TA was relevant. The TA also corresponded to the chosen TA type (policy and 
advisory technical assistance) and was suited to the choice of the facility-type TA, 
which allowed more flexible and timely responses to emerging priorities. The 
rationale for ADB's involvement was relevant since ADB had significant previous 
experience through a suite of seven previously approved facility-type TA projects. 
This eighth TA project built upon those experiences. 

 
3  Government of the PRC, National Development and Reform Commission. 2015. Thirteenth Five-Year Plan on 

National Economic and Social Development, 2016–2020. Beijing.  
4  ADB. 2016. Country Partnership Strategy: Transforming Partnership: People’s Republic of China and Asian 

Development Bank, 2016–2020. Manila. 
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The TA was designed as a TA facility, and this modality was found to be appropriate. 
With this design modality, technical support for emerging issues was flexible; support 
was mobilized quickly; and the level of built-in pre-approval reduced processing, 
decision making, and administration time. On the whole, the TA design was 
coherent, and the rationale was clearly articulated. This validation assesses the TA 
relevant. 

 
Effectiveness   

Item Highly Effective Effective Less than Effective Ineffective 
TCR Rating     
TCRV Rating     

Evidence of 
Outputs 
Achieved 

The following were the TA project’s achievements against DMF output indicators, 
based upon information available through the TCR. 
 
Output 1 
1a. Six policy notes and two bilingual synopses on the following topics were 
produced and transmitted to government: (i) problems and suggestions on the 
production network cooperation between the PRC and Central Asia, (ii) opportunities 
of enhancing production network cooperation between the PRC and Uzbekistan,  
(iii) promoting the PRC’s Trade with Central Asia, (iv) promoting financial integration 
between the PRC and Central Asia, (v) enhancing integrated resources conservation 
in Tianjin–Smart Water, and (vi) promoting science and technology innovation in 
Shanghai.  
 
Although the TA financing mechanism was designed to respond to demand in a 
flexible manner, the TCR could have explained the change in focus of topics away 
from those anticipated during the TA design. 
 
1b. Four workshops were held to discuss and share the subprojects study outputs 
with around 60 government officials at the central and local levels i.e., Ministry of 
Finance (MOF), Tianjin Municipal Government, Tianjin Jinghai District Government, 
and Shanghai Municipal Government.  
 
The TCR did not provide evidence of outcomes of workshops or the extent to which 
adoption of policy recommendations or application of improved capacity occurred.  
 
Output 2 
2a. Four national workshops were held for country programming and portfolio review 
with about 570 participants (about 44% female) from the National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC), MOF, China Audit Office, provincial development and 
reform commissions, provincial finance departments, executing and implementing 
agencies, and project management offices.  
 
The TCR did not offer an explanation on the extent to which the portfolio review 
workshops related to the envisaged topics of sharing best practice in emerging 
policy areas. The TCR also did not discuss if the attendees were the target 
participants to enact the expected policy or practice adoption.   
 
2b. Two training workshops were conducted on (i) improving the quality of ADB loan 
project proposals, strengthening, and improving loan project implementation through 
better project preparation activities; and (ii) introducing ADB’s TA-related policies, 
processes, requirements, and lessons learned. The workshops were attended by 
277 participants (about 46% were female) from the NDRC, MOF, provincial 
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development and reform commissions, provincial finance departments, executing 
and implementing agencies, and project management offices. 
 
The reporting of results did not include evidence of the skills built through these 
workshops or outcomes in improved policies or practices.  

Evidence of 
Outcomes 
Achieved 

The following were the TA project’s achievements against DMF outcome indicators, 
based upon information available through the TCR. 
 
a. Six policy notes with policy recommendations (cited under Output 1) were 
submitted to MOF and local governments such as the Tianjin Municipal Government, 
Tianjin Jinghai District Government, and Shanghai Municipal Government.  

b. All six policy recommendations from the policy notes were accepted by concerned 
central and local governments.  

The TCR did not provide evidence regarding any level of policy adoption by the 
various levels of government, citing lack of availability of clear records. It also did not 
offer evidence of capacity development in relation to the policy recommendation to 
enhance adoption. 

IED Rationale This validation assesses the TA less than effective:  
 
(i) The variance in topics from emerging and social sector issues anticipated 

during TA design, toward more regional economic issues suggests the TA did 
not achieve the mutual benefits for the PRC and ADB of supporting new and 
social sector reforms identified at design. 

(ii) Policy notes were produced and transmitted to the government, but the link 
between policy recommendation provision and policy adoption had not been 
established nor shown to exist, and it appears this link has not been well-
monitored. 

(iii) Capacity development workshops were held but there is no stated indication 
on how those workshops increased capacity of individuals (no evidence of pre- 
and post-workshop assessment, for example) and contributed to the policy and 
practice improvement outcomes.  

 
Efficiency   

Item Highly Efficient Efficient Less than Efficient Inefficient 
TCR Rating     
TCRV Rating     

IED Rationale 
 

There was no delay between TA approval and effectiveness. No issues were 
recorded regarding cost comparisons or management of funds.  
 
In March 2020, MOF had requested a 12-month extension to allow for further policy 
reform notes to be completed in additional areas, and this request was granted. 
However, by June 2020, the MOF anticipated rapidly declining demand for policy 
reform, capacity building, and other related activities within the context of the 
ongoing global coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and requested full and 
immediate cancellation of any new subprojects and the cancellation of all remaining 
unspent and uncommitted funds.  
 
The decision to cancel further activities generated unused funds of 55% ($433,336) 
of the original allocation. This decision was appropriate given the shifting focus 
toward pandemic management. Nonetheless, given the original TA closing date in 
2019, and the expected financial closing date was only a month after the 
cancellation request, an unused allocation of more than half of the original allocation 
is significant. This validation rates the TA less than efficient. 
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Criterion Weight Rating Value Weighted Rating 
Relevance 0.35 2 0.70 
Effectiveness 0.35 1 0.35 
Efficiency 0.30 1 0.30 
Overall Assessment 
(weighted average of 
above criteria)5 

  1.35 

  
Overall Rating 

Item Highly Successful Successful Less than Successful Unsuccessful 
TCR Rating     
TCRV Rating     

IED Rationale 
 

The TA is relevant given its alignment to government and ADB priorities, 
responsiveness to identified need, appropriateness in terms of TA type and design 
as a TA facility. Although progress toward outputs was satisfactory, progress toward 
TA outcomes was unclear due to insufficient evidence. Progress also stalled due to 
COVID-19 so that the extent of the results was less than effective. The TA was 
efficient in the management of TA activities prior to the request for cancellation 
triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic. However, expenditure was less than 50% 
utilized by this time and there is no evidence that if implementation had continued for 
a further month, the outcomes would have been achieved with the expected value 
for funds invested. 
 
Overall, this validation assesses the TA less than successful.  

 
4. SUSTAINABILITY   

Item Highly Likely Likely Less Likely Unlikely NA 
TCR Rating      
TCRV Rating      
IED Rationale 
 

The government and other stakeholders had clear interest in undertaking TA 
activities. However, there is insufficient evidence provided of likely intention to 
continue implementation of the policy reform discussions commenced under the TA. 
The TCR indicated two positive, likely sustainable, outcomes: in Tianjin in identifying 
potential smart water projects and programs, and in Shanghai with policies to 
promote innovation in science and technology. Even so, no evidence of likely 
sustainable take-up is offered. This validation rates the TA less likely sustainable. 

 
Lessons Learned  

(1–3 implementation, 4–7 development results, 8 others) 
Criteria TCR Self-Assessment  IED Comment 
1. Design and/or 
planning 

The TA was designed to provide quick and 
flexible response to the PRC’s needs in 
policy advice and capacity building.  
The executing agency, MOF, should have 
conducted more frequent consultations 

Two pertinent lessons are 
indicated here: 
 
The new modality of a facility-
style TA shows considerable 

 
5 Each sub-rating is assigned a numerical value:  e.g., highly relevant = 3, relevant = 2, less than relevant = 1, and 

irrelevant = 0.  The compound criterion for performance rating is:  highly successful (overall weighted average greater 
than 2.30), successful (overall weighted average greater than or equal to 1.65 and less than or equal to 2.30), less 
than successful (overall weighted average greater than or equal to 0.75 and less than 1.65), and unsuccessful 
(overall weighted average is less than 0.75). 
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Criteria TCR Self-Assessment  IED Comment 
with various government agencies to 
expedite the identification of new 
subprojects.  

 

promise as a method for timely 
and flexible responses. 

 
If the TA is to be implemented 
across a number of government 
agencies, it is important for the 
executing agency to undertake 
consultations and planning 
across those various 
government agencies. The 
executing agency could have 
considered establishing a 
monitoring framework for this 
specific purpose as a sub-set to 
the design and monitoring 
framework (DMF).  

 
2. Implementation 
and/or delivery 

The effectiveness of the TA could have 
been higher if the consultant recruitment 
time frames were shortened given the 
nature of the TA, which was designed to 
provide flexible and rapid response to 
emerging government needs. More 
consultations with the IAs need to be 
conducted at the stage of subproject 
design.  
 

  Pertinent point: timely attention 
to recruitment of TA consultants 
is important to ensure fast 
commencement of TA activities, 
particularly when flexibility and 
responsiveness to demand are 
key rationale for involvement. 

3. Management 
(staffing, including 
consultants) 

The PRC Resident Mission administered 
the TA, with support from the EASS and 
EAPF. The approach strengthened the 
technical inputs from ADB staff and 
ensured the quality of the study report. 

 

Pertinent point: involvement of 
several sections of ADB resulted 
in stronger technical quality of 
TA studies and reports. It serves 
as an example of the potential 
benefits of a One ADB approach.  

4. Knowledge 
building                  

( ) Awareness   
( ) Technical product   
( ) Adoption or uptake 
( ) Building institutional or system 
capacity 
( ) National or sector practice 
(guidelines) 
( ) Policy, legal standards    
( ) Academic literature     

Aside from the study report, bilingual 
synopses with key policy 
recommendations within 20 pages in 
length were developed under the TA for 
wider dissemination to Chinese-reading 
policy makers.  

Given the strong TA focus on 
knowledge building on new and 
emerging policy topics, the TCR 
could have included lessons 
learned from other knowledge 
building exercises besides 
translation and dissemination 
into Chinese, which should be 
accepted as a given. They could 
have also been disseminated to 
pertinent officials and 
stakeholders.  
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Criteria TCR Self-Assessment  IED Comment 
5. Stakeholder 
participation 

MOF helped to coordinate with various 
implementing agencies on subproject 
implementation. As a result, the TA 
benefited from the participation of key 
stakeholders from central, municipal, and 
district levels.  

 

Collaboration between the 
agencies with responsibility for 
implementation is standard 
practice for ADB engagement. 
The TCR could have been more 
specific on the particular lessons 
regarding the approach used in 
this TA. 
  

6. Partnership 
(and cofinancing)  

( ) Internal to ADB 
( ) External to ADB (may also include 
ADB) 
 
 
 

The TCR did not offer any 
lessons. An additional lesson may 
have been included regarding any 
efforts to seek sustainable finance 
to further any of the reforms 
advocated through the TA 

 
7. Replication and 
scaling up 

( ) Replication  
( ) Scaling up    
 

The TCR did not offer any 
lessons.  

8. Post-TA 
financial resources 

( ) ADB   
( ) Government    
( ) Private Sector  
( ) Other 

The TCR did not offer any 
lessons 

9. Others   
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TCR Quality Assessment (Reviewer’s Assessment) 
 

TCR Quality 
TCRV  

IED Comment HS S LS US 
Coherence of TCR 
(25%) 

    The TCR was easy to read, but overall lacked 
details and depth. It was not fully coherent. The 
links between the DMF achievements section of 
the TCR and the conduct of activities section 
could be strengthened. 

Quality of Data 
(25%) 

    Data reflected in the TCR were not sufficient, and 
this validation required ancillary documents for 
additional data and to better understand the 
rationale for the approach, intention, and 
implementation of activities. The TCR also lacked 
direct data regarding the capacity development 
activities. 
 

Quality of Lessons 
Learned (50%) 

    This section of the TCR has the potential to 
provide useful inputs to guide overall TA 
improvements, but that value was not evident with 
this TCR.  

Overall TCR Quality 
(weighted as per 
performance) 6 

    The weighted rating is 1.00, which translates to a 
less than satisfactory TCR. Additional monitoring 
and presentation of data and analysis are 
suggested for future TCRs.  

Further IED Action 
(e.g., in-depth  
evaluation)   

 No Reason: No need for any in-depth action. 

Other Remarks  

 
6 Each sub-rating is assigned a numerical value: e.g., highly satisfactory = 3, satisfactory = 2, less than satisfactory = 

1, and unsatisfactory = 0. The compound criterion for the TCR quality rating is: highly satisfactory (overall weighted 
average greater than 2.30), satisfactory (overall weighted average greater than or equal to 1.65 and less than or 
equal to 2.30), less than satisfactory (overall weighted average greater than or equal to 0.75 and less than 1.65), 
and unsatisfactory (overall weighted average is less than 0.75). 
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Attachment 1: Description of the Technical Assistance 
 
The technical assistance is described in the technical assistance completion report.1 
 
Attachment 2:  Design and Monitoring Framework 
 
The design and monitoring framework is in the technical assistance report.2 

 
Planned and Actual Achievements of the Technical Assistance 

 
Performance 
Indicators Planned Actual 

Reasons for 
Variance 

Outcome 

Policy reforms, 
strategies, and 
new ideas and 
practices in 
government 
priority areas 
introduced or 
recommended  

 

By 2020  

a. At least four policy 
notes circulated to 
high-level 
government 
authorities and/or 
senior leaders during 
the TA 
implementation 
period (2016 
baseline: 0)  

 

 

 

 

 

b. At least four policy 
guidelines or 
recommendations 
adopted by the 
central and/or local 
governments (2016 
baseline: 0)  

a. Six policy notes with policy 
recommendations were submitted 
to MOF and local governments 
such as the Tianjin Municipal 
Government, Tianjin Jinghai 
District Government, and 
Shanghai Municipal Government. 
The policy notes included: (i) 
problems and suggestions on the 
production network cooperation 
between the PRC and Central 
Asia, (ii) opportunities of 
enhancing production network 
cooperation between the PRC 
and Uzbekistan, (iii) promoting the 
PRC’s Trade with Central Asia, 
(iv) promoting financial integration 
between the PRC and Central 
Asia, (v) enhancing integrated 
resources conservation in Tianjin 
– Smart Water, and (vi) promoting 
science and technology 
innovation in Shanghai.  

b. All six policy recommendations 
were accepted by related central 
and local governments. But there 
were no clear records on policy 
adoptions.  

 

This validation notes 
substantial variation 
between the 
indicative list of topics 
nominated in the 
original TA report and 
the list of actual, as 
recorded here. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insufficient data to 
assess whether 
outcome indicator 
was met. 

Output 1 
 
Policy 
assessments 
enhanced  

By 2019  

1a. At least four 
policy notes and/or 

1a. Six policy notes and two 
bilingual synopses on different 
topics as elaborated above were 
produced. The main report on 
Smart Water was published on: 

This validation notes 
substantial variation 
between the 
indicative list of topics 
nominated in the 

 
1  Asian Development Bank. 2021. Technical Assistance Completion Report: Facility for Strengthening Policy Reform 

and Capacity Building in the People’s Republic of China. Manila. https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-
documents/50031/50031-001-tcr-en.pdf.  

2  Asian Development Bank. 2016. Technical Assistance to the People’s Republic of China for Facility for Strengthening 
Policy Reform and Capacity Building. Manila. https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-
document/189250/50031-001-tar.pdf. 

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-documents/50031/50031-001-tcr-en.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-documents/50031/50031-001-tcr-en.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-document/189250/50031-001-tar.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/project-document/189250/50031-001-tar.pdf
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bilingual synopses, 
which 
comprehensively 
assess policy issues 
and propose policy 
recommendations 
(2016 baseline: 0)  

1b. At least four 
dissemination 
workshops to present 
the main results of 
the studies to 
enhance the policy 
impact (2016 
baseline: 0)  

 

https://www.adb.org/sites/default/fi
les/project- 
documents/50031/50031-001-
dpta-en.pdf.  

 

1b. Four workshops discussing 
and sharing the subprojects study 
outputs with around 60 
government officials at the central 
and local levels i.e., MOF, Tianjin 
Municipal Government, Tianjin 
Jinghai District Government, and 
Shanghai Municipal Government 
were conducted. There was no 
data available on sex- 
disaggregation of the participants.  

original TA report and 
the list of actual, as 
recorded here. 
 

 
 

 
No variance 

 
 

Output 2  

Capacity building 
in selected 
agencies/areas 
strengthened  

 

2a. At least two 
conferences and/or 
workshops each on 
best practice and/or 
knowledge sharing, 
targeting 70 
participants (2016 
baseline: 0)  

 

 

2b. At least one 
thematic training 
workshop, targeting 
60 participants, for 
the executing and/or 
implementing 
agencies (2016 
baseline: 0)  

 

2a. Four national workshops on 
country programming and portfolio 
review with about 570 participants 
from NDRC, MOF, China Audit 
Office, provincial development 
and reform commissions, 
provincial finance departments, 
executing and implementing 
agencies, and project 
management offices were 
conducted. About 44% of the 
participants were female.  

2b. Two training workshops on (i) 
improving the quality of ADB loan 
project proposals, strengthening, 
and improving loan project 
implementation through better 
project preparation activities; and 
(ii) introducing ADB’s TA-related 
policies, processes, requirements, 
and lessons learned were 
conducted with 277 participants 
from NDRC, MOF, provincial 
development and reform 
commissions, provincial finance 
departments, executing and 
implementing agencies, and 
project management offices. 
About 46% of the participants 
were female.  

Insufficient evidence 
to indicate workshop 
topics could be 
considered a 
variation.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This validation notes 
that (i) the topics 
delivered appear to 
relate to ADB project 
administration rather 
than broader policy 
reform, and (ii) no 
information is 
available on any 
increase in 
understanding or 
knowledge post-
training workshops. 
 

 
 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, MOF = Ministry of Finance, NDRC = National Development and Reform Commission, 
PRC = People’s Republic of China, TA = technical assistance. 
Sources: Asian Development Bank. 2016. Technical Assistance to the People’s Republic of China for Facility for 
Strengthening Policy Reform and Capacity Building. Manila; and Asian Development Bank. 2021. Technical Assistance 
Completion Report: Facility for Strengthening Policy Reform and Capacity Building in the People’s Republic of China. 
Manila.   
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