
2020 ADB Annual Meeting Side-Event  
ADBI-CSIS Seminar: Protecting Aging Societies in Asia from the 

COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
 
Schedule: Wednesday, 16 September 2020 (14:00 – 15:45/Tokyo Time) 
 
Platform: Zoom Webinar (registration link will be provided once the date and time are confirmed)  
 
Background: 
Asia is advancing towards an aging society as the longevity revolution is fostering longer life 
expectancies due to medical innovation, improvements in medical care, and healthier lifestyles. 
However, Asia is vast and the countries within it are all at different demographic stages across the 
region. The unprecedented acceleration of aging societies has highlighted the dire need to strengthen 
social safety nets so they can provide adequate social protection to the elderly while preserving fiscal 
sustainability.  
 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated many social and economic challenges which have 
particularly threatening impacts on those in vulnerable groups such as the elderly. In developing 
economies, elderly or older populations are the most impacted group as they face significant risks of 
developing severe symptoms from the virus and are often financially vulnerable. The pandemic calls 
attention to the urgency to provide protection for older populations via the creation of effective social 
safety nets. Without such comprehensive frameworks, people’s livelihoods, especially in developing 
countries, will be in jeopardy as they lack the savings, pension funds, and safety nets to fall back on 
after retirement. 
 
The pandemic also highlights an opportunity for fundamental changes across societies – one such 
sector is the care economy. Healthcare systems in developing Asia are immature and must be improved 
to prepare and ensure adequate support of citizens and healthcare personnel during such pandemics. 
Enhancing knowledge and education of health services, sanitation, and humanitarian support is 
required. Promoting care and support for the elderly is essential and can be done by investing in 
universal healthcare coverage and expanding social coverage to more senior citizens. Adoption of 
innovative technological advances will also strengthen countries’ preparation for the new care economy.  
 
Against this backdrop, the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) and the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) are jointly organizing a seminar to elaborate on these critical topics as a 
sideline event at the 53rd ADB Annual Meeting. 
 
Objectives: 
This seminar aims to address two main issues associated with the COVID-19 pandemic and aging 
societies; (i) the development of social safety nets as a preparation for an aging society, and (ii) the 
roles of technology and education to strengthen the care economy for aged/aging populations. 
Specifically, this seminar will:   
• Explore the impacts of COVID-19 on aging societies; 
• Provide a platform where experts and government officials can engage in discussion to share policy 

experiences for addressing the lack of services and resources (e.g. technology and safety nets) to 
support aging populations, particularly in developing economies; and  

• Formulate effective strategies for envisioning effective protection and preparation for aging 
populations in the post COVID-19 era/new normal.  

 
Format: 
This seminar will be organized as a policy dialogue at the 2020 Annual Meeting of ADB. The seminar 
has two moderated panel discussion sessions that will draw upon high-profile experts in academia, 
international organizations, and government officials from ADB member countries.  
 
Expected participants: 
Around 100 participants including government officials from ADB member countries, experts from ADB 
and other international organizations, and academic fellows.  
  



Tentative Program 
 

 

14:00 – 14:05 Welcoming Remarks 
Prof. Tetsushi Sonobe, Dean, ADBI 

14:05 – 14:50 Panel 1: COVID-19 and Social Safety Nets in the Face of Rapid 
Demographic Change 
Moderator: Chul Ju Kim, Deputy Dean, ADBI 

Speakers: 
Daniel F. Runde, Senior Vice President & Schreyer Chair in Global Analysis, 
CSIS 

Meredith Wyse, Senior Social Development Specialist, ADB  

Junji Ueda, Director for Economic and Fiscal Policy Co-ordination, Ministry of 
Finance, Japan  

Q&As (15 minutes) 

14:50 – 15:35 Panel 2: Building Inclusive Care Economy Through Technology and 
Education  
Moderator: Daniel F. Runde, Senior Vice President & Schreyer Chair in Global 
Analysis, CSIS 
Speakers: 
Eduardo P. Banzon, Principal Health Specialist, ADB  

Kevin S Y Tan, Visiting Research Fellow ISEAS, YUSOF ISHAK Institute   
Sakarn Bunnag, Director, Institute of Geriatrics, Department of Medical Services, 
Ministry of Public Health, Thailand  
Q&As (15 minutes) 

15:35 – 15:45 Closing Remarks 
Prof. Tetsushi Sonobe, Dean, ADBI   

 


