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Opening Remarks 

 
Tetsushi Sonobe 
Dean and CEO, Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) 
 

Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank 
Institute (ADBI), the Tokyo-based think tank of the Asian Development Bank 
that promotes the realization of a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable Asia and the Pacific through policy research and capacity building. 

Born in 1960 in Tokyo, Dean Sonobe obtained his PhD in economics from Yale 
University and BA in economics from the University of Tokyo. His research 

interests are centered on the empirics of economic development, particularly the roles of industrial 
clusters, human capital, social capital, management practices, and market competition in industrial 
development in developing Asia and other regions. 

Before joining ADBI in April 2020, Dean Sonobe served for six years as a vice president of the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) in Tokyo and taught economics for thirty years at Tokyo 
Metropolitan University and GRIPS. Dean Sonobe is a recipient of the Nikkei Book Publication Prize and 
the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, and a founding board member of the Japanese Association for 
Development Economics. 

 



Keynote Address 

Miranda Schnitger  
Government Lead, Ellen MacArthur Foundation 
 
Miranda leads on engagement with national policymakers as part of the 
Foundation’s Institutions, Governments, and Cities team. This includes 
exploring the conditions they can set to enable, accelerate, and lead the 
transition to a circular economy. She recently led the development of 
the Universal circular economy policy goals, a framework of five goals to support 

a common direction of travel in circular economy policy development. She previously led the 
development of the Circular economy in cities resources suite, and before that worked with the business 
network. 

Prior to the Foundation, Miranda has worked as a policy advisor in the UK Government, completed the 
Blue-book Stage at the European Commission, and has worked for a range of social enterprises, charities, 
and a design business. She has a Masters in European Politics and Governance from the LSE, and an MA 
Hons in History from the University of Cambridge. 

 

Panel Discussion (Moderator followed by panelists) 

Janet Salem 
Economic Affairs Officer, Circular Economy, United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
 
Janet has been working with the United Nations over the last 15 years, with a 
focus on circular economy and sustainable consumption and 
production. Currently, she is with UNESCAP, managing projects on technology 
and circular economy innovation, such as the Closing the Loop project, which 
focusses on measuring, monitoring and preventing plastic pollution. Previously, 
she designed and launched the Asia Pacific Low Carbon Lifestyles Challenge, a 

startup competition for entrepreneurs in plastic waste prevention, as well as the Asian Circular Economy 
Leadership Programme. She has provided industry and government policy support in a variety of sectors 
including tourism, fashion, food retail, eCommerce, gaming and plastics. She has a Masters degree in 
Environmental Engineering from the University of New South Wales (Australia), and is currently 
undertaking a part-time PhD on Integrated Sustainability Analysis at the University of Sydney.   

 

H.E. Tran Hong Ha 
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment, Viet Nam 

Bachelor's and PhD in Mineral Technology and Management, Moscow, Russia; 
Viet Nam Executive Leadership Programme, Harvard Kennedy School, US; 
Public Administration Programme, Tokyo. With Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment, Vietnam: 2002-03, Deputy Director-General, Viet Nam 
Environment Protection Agency; 2004-08, Director-General, Viet Nam 
Environment Protection Agency; 2008, Acting Director-General, Viet Nam 
Environment Administration. 2008, Vice-Minister; 2009-10, Vice-Secretary, 
Party Committee, Ba Ria, Vung Tau province. Since July 2010, Minister of 

Natural Resources and Environment of Viet Nam. 
 

https://policy.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/universal-policy-goalshttps:/policy.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/universal-policy-goals
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/circular-economy-in-cities


Elina Kalkku 
Under-Secretary of State, Development Policy, Middle East and 
Africa, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland and Director General 
(Finland), Asian Development Bank 

Prior to the current position, Mrs. Kalkku served as Director-General of the 
Department of Americas and Asia at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 2005-
2015, and 2000-2005 as Director of the Security Policy unit at the Political 
Department of the Ministry.  

 
Mrs. Kalkku joined the Ministry in 1983. She has served abroad in the Finnish Embassies in Madrid and 
Brussels as well as at the Finnish Mission to the UN in New York and the Finnish Mission to Nato in 
Brussels. 
 
She has worked with issues related to security policy and crisis management, the EU and the UN, 
transatlantic relations and Asian affairs, the Middle East as well as trade promotion and development 
cooperation. She was member of the Finnish delegation to the UN Security Council during Finland's latest 
membership turn. She also worked as a diplomatic advisor to the Foreign Minister in Helsinki. 
 
She holds Masters (1982) and Licenciate of Law (1999) degree from the University of Helsinki, 
specializing in international law. She was born in Helsinki and is married with two grown-up children. 
 
 

Ramesh Subramaniam 
Director General, Southeast Asia Department, Asian Development 
Bank 

Ramesh Subramaniam has been with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
for 24 years, since March 1997. He has worked in different functions and areas 
in over 25 countries across the various sub-regions of Asia and the Pacific. In 
his current capacity as Director General of the Southeast Asia Department 
(SERD) from July 2017, he is in charge of ADB’s relationship with the 10 
countries in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Timor 

Leste, as well as all of its Sovereign engagement. He has been a member of various Global Agenda/Future 
Councils of the World Economic Forum (WEF) since 2012, and currently serves as the co-chair of the 
ASEAN Hub of WEF’s Sustainable Development Investment Partnership.  
 
With a talent pool of over 420 globally and locally recruited staff, SERD has over $24 billion in projects 
under implementation. In addition, SERD also has several ongoing policy and structural reform programs 
with at least over $10 billion in funds disbursed and under monitoring. ADB’s new Sovereign 
commitments in Southeast Asia stand at around $6 billion per year in transport, energy, urban, agriculture 
and natural resources, human development, finance and public management sectors, besides regional 
cooperation and integration. In 2020, ADB’s new commitments in Southeast Asia were close to $11 billion, 
with more than half of it directed to address the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Ramesh has also served as ADB’s Director General of Procurement, Portfolio and Financial Management 
Department (2015-17); Deputy Director General of SERD (2013-15); Senior Director in the Office of 
Regional Economic Integration (2011-13); Director of public management and financial sector (2007-10) 
as well as Director of urban infrastructure (2010-11) in Central and West Asia; and Principal Economist 
and Deputy Country Director in Indonesia (2003-07).  
 
With a strong focus on policy and institutional reforms across the region, Ramesh’s strong interest has 
been in helping the region’s developing member countries reduce poverty, achieve equitable growth and 
attract greater private sector investments. He has led several important initiatives such as the 
establishment of the ASEAN Infrastructure Fund, various critical post-crisis counter-cyclical reform and 



restructuring programs in many countries, as well as post-disaster reconstruction projects across the Asia 
and the Pacific. The ASEAN Policy Network and ASEAN Innovation Hub were established under his 
leadership in 2017, and he oversaw the establishment of the ASEAN Catalytic Green Finance Facility.  
 
In parallel, Ramesh has maintained strong interest in education as an instrument for change. Improving 
social service delivery has been a key part of his support for public sector reforms in many countries. He 
considers serving the needy through the development profession as a highly noble endeavor. Outside of 
ADB, he is involved in a range of service activities in livelihood, health care and education, with the aim 
of promoting basic yet fundamental human values of Love, Truth, Peace, Right Conduct, and Non-
violence in society overall.  
 
Ramesh has an MA in Economics from University of Madras, India (1988); and a Ph.D. in Economics from 
McMaster University, Canada, where he was also a Lecturer (1990-93). He has been a Research Fellow 
on Industry at University of St. Andrews in United Kingdom and Rockefeller Fellow at Yale University 
Economic Growth Center from January 1994 to March 1997. 
 
 

Linda Arthur 
Senior Capacity Building and Training Specialist, Asian Development 
Bank Institute 

Linda Arthur is a senior specialist at the Asian Development Bank Institute. 
She works with government officials by designing knowledge products to 
strengthen policy making and implementation across a range of priority areas 
for developing and emerging Asia, including use of strategic foresight for 
inclusive recovery policies; innovation ecosystems to spur green growth; and 

leveraging behavioral insight to augment development impact. She is seconded from the Asian 
Development Bank, where she has worked since 2003, in various positions, including field assignments in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. She holds a PhD from Oxford University and an MA and BA from the 
University of Toronto. 
 
 

Paper Presentations 

Gregorio Rafael Bueta 
Faculty Member, Ateneo de Manila University School of Law 
 
Grip is an environmental, climate, and sustainability lawyer who has worked 
with governments, private sector, and international organizations (i.e., ADB, 
UNDP, UNEP, WWF, and Greenpeace). 
He is a member of the IUCN – World Commission on Environmental Law. He 
lectures on Natural Resources Law, and International Environment and 
Climate Law at the Ateneo Law School. He is a Fellow of Parabukas, a 
Principal Advisor of Climate Smart Ventures, and Legal Consultant of 
EcoWaste Coalition.  
 
Grip has been involved in policy and legislation work concerning plastics, solid 

waste management, WTE, EPR, PRTR, protected areas management, and sustainable cities.   
 
As a Judicial Capacity Building Expert with ADB, he has extensively worked with judiciaries and legal 
professionals on environment and climate law. 
Grip has a degree in Political Science and a Juris Doctor degree from the Ateneo de Manila University, 
where he was the recipient of the St. Thomas More Most Distinguished Graduate Award. 
 

https://www.parabukas.com/
https://www.climatesmartventures.com/
http://ecowastecoalition.blogspot.com/
http://www.ajne.org/
http://www.ajne.org/


 
Anurodh Sachdeva 
German Chancellor Fellow, Resource Efficiency and Circular 
Economy, Ecologic Institute 
 
Anurodh Sachdeva works as an International Fellow in the resource 
efficiency and circular economy team at Ecologic Institute, Germany. 
Anurodh's main research interests are urban environmental issues 
including solid waste management with a focus on plastics and circular 

economy. He was a German Chancellor Fellow from November 2019 until December 2020, courtesy of a 
grant from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation's German Chancellor Fellowship. 
 
 

Emine Eda Unal 
Investment Banking Associate, Development and Investment Bank 
of Turkey 
 
Emine Eda Ünal is an associate investment banker at Development 
Investment Bank of Turkey. Her work focuses specifically on public and 
private investments and their impact on society and environment. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in Political Science and International Relations 
from Bogazici University and a master’s degree in European Studies from 

Kings College London. 
 
 

Pauli Marttila 
Senior Lead, Venture Capital and Risk Management, The Finnish 
Innovation Fund Sitra 
 
Pauli Marttila has 15 years’ experience as a business executive, business 
developer and product developer in industry, including at Fortum 
Corporation. He has also spent 15 years as a Venture Capital investor, first at 
the Noptek fund and more recently at Sitra, as the director of the Life 
Sciences, Sitra Ventures and Corporate Investments teams. At Sitra Pauli 

specialises on the means to finance the circular transition. 
 
 

Michikazu Kojima 
Chief Senior Researcher, Institute of Developing Economies, Japan 
External Trade Organization 
 
Michikazu Kojima is a Chief Senior Researcher in Institute of Developing 
Economies in Japan External Trade Organization. He is also Research Fellow 
in in Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA). He has 
studied in environmental policies, especially on waste management, recycling, 
and international trade of recyclable waste. He is a co-editor of International 
Trade in Recyclable and Hazardous Waste in Asia (Edward Elgar, 2013).  A recent 
work is Kojima, Michikazu (2020) “The Impact of Recyclable Waste Trade 

Restrictions on Producers’ Recycling Activities”  in International Journal of Automation Technology Vol.14, 
No.6. He has also contributed to the field of international cooperation, as a member of Expert Working 
Group of Environmentally Sound Management under the Basel Convention, and the course leader on 
JICA training courses on recycling policy.  He holds a Master of Science in Agricultural and Resource 
Economics from University of California, Berkeley. 
 



 
Lerwen Liu 
Founding Director of STEAM Platform & Founding Director of Circular 
Economy Accelerator, Knowledge Xchange for Innovation Center, 
Bangkok Managing Director of NanoGlobe Pte Ltd (Singapore) 
 
Dr. Lerwen Liu specializes in business development and education in 
emerging technologies, circular economy, and sustainability. She focuses on 
strategic development, assessment, and support of emerging technologies 

including nanotechnology and Artificial Intelligence with applications in all sectors. She has 20 years of 
practice in global business development in strategic partnership & communication and marketing. She 
has been bridging government, industry, and academics in developing sustainable solutions to address 
the challenges humanity is facing today. She has worked in both the developed and developing world 
focusing on youth leadership and entrepreneurship development towards sustainability. 
 
She founded the STEAM Platform in 2018 focusing on youth empowerment with convergent STEM 
knowledge, strategic communication skills, entrepreneurship for SDGs2030, Circular Economy, and 
Industry 4.0. She is the convenor of the Circular Economy Leadership & Partnership (CELP) Summit 2021 
under the CE Accelerator program which she co-founded at Knowledge Xchange for Innovation Center 
in Bangkok. She has been an invited expert in nanotechnology, innovation, entrepreneurship, and circular 
economy by different agencies in the united nations, Islamic Development Bank, Asia Development Bank 
(ADB), and other government bodies. She has co-founded a number of emerging technology start-ups 
and mentored hundreds of youth leaders in Asia. She was a founding secretary of the Asia Nano Forum 
supporting the strategic development of Nanotechnology in 17 countries in the Asia Pacific region. 
 
She has developed and taught innovative modules at the National University of Singapore (NUS) and the 
King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi (KMUTT) on topics of nanotechnology, innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and sustainability. She is an author and co-editor of the 1st Textbook “An Introduction 
to Circular Economy” published by Springer Nature in Dec. 2020 (ISBN: 978-981-15-8509-8, at 
link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-15-8510-4). She is the editor of “Emerging Nanotechnology 
Power: Nanotechnology R& D and Business Trends In The Asia Pacific Rim published by World Scientific 
in 2009. She is a Review Editor in Frontiers in Environmental Science - Environmental Economics and 
Management. 
 
Lerwen holds a Ph.D. in Physics from UNSW Australia. She is an Australian citizen, currently based in 
Bangkok. 
 
 

Laura Marsiliani 
Assistant Professor of Economics, Department of Economics and 
Finance and Durham Energy Institute, Durham University 
 
Laura is an economist active in the fields of environmental, natural resource and 
energy economics. She holds a PhD in Economics from London Business School. 
She is a fellow of the Durham Energy Institute and co-director of the Centre for 
Environmental and Energy Economics at Durham University. She was previously 
at the Universities of Rochester, USA, University of Tilburg, The Netherlands 
and Sichuan University, China. Laura has participated in several research 

projects funded by the UKRI, BEIS and the EU, and more recently in a major EPSRC interdisciplinary 
project on Geothermal Energy from Mines and Solar Geothermal Heat. Her research has informed the 
Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission on electricity pricing and capacity policies. She has chaired 
two EURESCO conferences on the International Dimension of Environmental Policy and edited two 
books on the same topic with Springer. She was a key-note speaker at the BERC-NSU-BDAEE Energy 

http://www.steamplatform.org/


Summit 2019, Dhaka, Bangladesh. She is an associate editor of the Review of Business and Economics 
Studies and an assessor for the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). 
 

 
Stefan Rau 
Senior Urban Development Specialist, Asian Development Bank 
 
Stefan Rau is Senior Urban Development Specialist in the Urban and Social 
Sectors Division, in the East Asia Department of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB). He prepares and implements integrated economic and urban 
development projects, promoting socially inclusive and environmentally sound 
livable cities. He supports policy and institutional capacity development for 
national urbanization strategy, city cluster coordination, urban-rural 
integration, climate change adaptation and sponge cities, circular economy 

zero waste cities, open space planning and ecosystem protection, focusing on the People's Republic of 
China. Recent work includes the Jilin Yanji Low-Carbon Climate-Resilient Healthy City Project 
integrating and piloting health impact assessment and healthy and age-friendly city action and 
management planning (HIA and HACAMP) to systematically bring out health benefits for the emerging 
four-generation urban society. Stefan studied in Stuttgart, Bonn and Chicago and holds a Masters in 
Architecture / Urban Planning and is licensed urban planner in Germany. 
 
 
 
Closing Remarks 

Mika Sulkinoja 
Leading Specialist, Global Collaboration, Sustainability Solutions, The 
Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra 
 
Mika Sulkinoja leads the work at Sitra on international projects such as the World 
Circular Economy Forum. Mika has been involved in hands-on climate-related 
work for some 20 years. He has worked for the United Nations; the Finnish 
Government climate negotiation team; and a company that seeks growth from 
the implementation of climate agreements. His work has particularly focused on 
market-based policy measures and on project and growth funding. 

 


