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Overall opinion and observation 

The author argues that:
§ The difficulty in Central Asia is not a lack of physical infrastructure, but rather a lack 

of policy and regulations;
§ The poor quality of customs clearance and administration increases trading delays 

and costs.

“The hard infrastructure or visible component must be combined with the soft 
infrastructure, which includes policies and regulations, to ensure the well-functioning 
of the infrastructure” (Sugiyarto, 2012)



Summarize
This article explores the efficacy of trade policy reforms enacted in Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

and the Kyrgyz Republic before and after accession to the Eurasian Economic Union 
[EAEU] in 2015 based on the difference-in-difference approach.

§ Strengths

ü An excellent example of combining qualitative and quantitative data along with the
quality literature studies (i) to examine the effectiveness of different policies, (ii) to
analyze the existing gap between policy reforms and policy implementation, and (iii)
to identify cross-country variations in administrative and bureaucratic trade barriers.

ü Qualified overview of detailed analysis of the current and pre- Covid situation in the
regional economy; considered the economic performance within the region during
the COVID pandemic.

ü Reaffirmation of the relevance and importance of the topic for the CAREC region.



Summarize
§ Weaknesses

ü the limitedness of research and logical consistency related to the interconnectedness
between hard and soft infrastructure, as well as between a policy regulation and its
implementation in the observed countries.



Literature review
§ The author used the literature review to determine whether openness to 

international trade has a positive causal effect on economic growth, as well as to 
conclude that liberal trade policies are insufficient to drive export growth.
ü there is a lack of literature on infrastructure as a service
ü a lack of empirical studies assessing the relationship between hard and soft 

infrastructure
§ The ideas in the research were classified and described accurately, as well as the 

relationship between them
§ The paper fits into the literature. 
§ Literature is very rich and informative.



Methodology
The author used a difference in difference method that is an efficient and adaptable 

way of estimating the effects of new policies.
This method quantifies the impact of new reforms by comparing changes in 

outcomes over time among a set of nations, in this example, to perfectly 
measure the impact of different Belarussian reforms (the intervention group) 
versus reforms implemented in Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic (the control 
group)

This method incorporates a two-step process for each country to minimize the sum 
of squared errors by the OLS approach and to properly consider the implications 
of these customs changes on entities of different sized by a panel data 
difference in differences.

The methodology Increases the credibility of the evidence and provides an in-depth 
understanding of the effectiveness of reforms, as well as supports literature that 
claims that removing formal trade barriers is not enough, in order to reap the 
benefits of good policy; that is customs procedures should be made more 
efficient.



Recommendation
§ To build strong relationship between hard and soft infrastructure in terms of 

assessing adaptive capacities that support infrastructure functionality, as well 
as analyzing the correlation between policy regulation and its implementation;

§ Readers expect an interesting, short, informative, and catchy title that conveys 
what the article is about and makes it clear. In this regard, I recommend the 
author to think about an effective title that would broaden the potential 
audience for his article by making it more accessible to readers;

§ Abstract and introduction. The abstract of the paper reflects background 
information about the research, which peculiarizing the feature of an 
introduction part. I propose separating the abstract and the introduction;

§ To prevent the reader's confusion regarding the context of chapter II, I 
recommend changing the word "post" to "pre."



Conclusion
§ The paper is clearer and more accessible for general reader.

§ I’ve found a useful and interesting approach that impresses readers and makes
them think about the recommendations.

§ The conclusion and recommendations outlined in the study will help stakeholders
better understand the new reality that has developed in the region, in terms of
how to effectively address and implement soft-side issues to achieve sustainable
economic growth, as well as improve intra-regional cooperation and access to
new markets.

§ Moreover, we need to think about how to facilitate the decision-making process
among policymakers and how to highlight regional challenges and weaknesses in
order to open up opportunities for new research projects.


