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Last Name Sonobe First Name Tetsushi 

Institution Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) 

Position Dean and CEO Country Japan 

Short Bio 

Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), the Tokyo-
based think tank of the Asian Development Bank that promotes the realization of a prosperous, 
inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific through policy research and capacity building.  
Born in 1960 in Tokyo, Dean Sonobe obtained his PhD in economics from Yale University and BA in 
economics from the University of Tokyo. His research interests are centered on the empirics of 
economic development, particularly the roles of industrial clusters, human capital, social capital, 
management practices, and market competition in industrial development in developing Asia and 
other regions.  
Before joining ADBI in April 2020, Dean Sonobe served for six years as a vice president of the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) in Tokyo and taught economics for thirty years at Tokyo 
Metropolitan University and GRIPS. Dean Sonobe is a recipient of the Nikkei Book Publication Prize 
and the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, and a founding board member of the Japanese Association 
for Development Economics.  



                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Name Reeder First Name John 

Institution 
Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 

Diseases, World Health Organization 

Position Director of TDR Country Switzerland 

Short Bio 

Professor John Reeder is Director of TDR, the Special Programme for Research and Training in 
Tropical Diseases since February 2012 and Director of the Research for Health Department at the 
World Health Organization in Geneva since 2019.  
He has deep experience leading international research organizations, having previously been 
Director of the Centre for Population Health and Head of the Office of International Health Research 
at the Burnet Institute, Melbourne, Australia’s largest infectious disease research institute. In 
Melbourne, he also held a National Health and Medical Research Council (Australia) Principal 
Research Fellowship and a professorship at Monash University.   
Before this, he was Director of the Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research for 6 years, 
where he worked on translating scientific findings into policy for improved health. He substantially 
increased funding for the six core areas: mosquito borne diseases, respiratory disease, sexual 
health, disease surveillance, infectious diseases and therapies, and operational/implementation 
research, growing the programme to over 350 staff. When he left, he passed the leadership to a 
PNG national for the first time in its 35 year history.   
Professor Reeder began his career in medical microbiology laboratories in the United Kingdom and 
then moved to health training as a development volunteer in the Highlands of PNG, working with a 
world-renowned malaria research team at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute. He made significant 
contributions to the study of the molecular basis of pathogenesis and the molecular epidemiology 
of the malaria parasite, and maintains active research interest in malaria and other agents of major 
global health significance, such as tuberculosis and HIV.   
A naturalized Australian, born and educated in England, he received his PhD in microbiology at the 
University of Manchester. He has published around 180 scientific papers that span basic laboratory 
research to large community- based field studies.   
In 2020, Professor Reeder received the Mitchell Humanitarian Award for his contribution to end the 
debilitating disease onchocerciasis. 



                                                                                                      

 

 

  

 

 

Last Name Branca First Name Francesco 

Institution 
Department of Nutrition and Food safety, World Health 

Organization 

Position Director Country Switzerland 

Short Bio 

Francesco Branca is the Director of the Department of Nutrition and Food safety in the World Health 
Organization, Geneva (since February 2020). 
From 2008 to 2019, he was the Director of the Department of Nutrition for Health and 
Development. During this period, WHO has developed a WHO Nutrition strategy, established a new 
nutrition guideline development process and has developed a Comprehensive Implementation Plan 
on Maternal, Infant and Young Child Nutrition with six global targets. He has been leading the 
preparation of the 2nd International Conference on Nutrition and the Secretariat of the Decade of 
Action on Nutrition. Before that, in 2005-2008, Dr Branca was the Regional Advisor for Nutrition at 
the WHO Regional Office for Europe. 
Between 1988 and 2005, he has been a Senior Scientist at the Italian Food and Nutrition research 
Institute where he was leading studies on the effects of food and nutrients on human health at the 
different stages of the life cycle and on the impact of public health nutrition programmes. He has 
been President of the Federation of the European Nutrition Societies in 2003-2007. 
In 1985-1986, Dr Branca has been a medical staff of a Primary Health Care project in the South of 
Somalia ran by the Italian NGO, CISP. 
Dr Branca graduated in Medicine and Surgery and specialized in Diabetology and Metabolic 

Diseases at the Universita' Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Roma and obtained a Msc and then a PhD in 

Nutrition at Aberdeen University. 
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Last Name Kuchenmüller First Name Tanja 

Institution 
Evidence to Policy and Impact, Research for Health 

Department, Science Division, World Health Organization 

Position Unit Head Country Switzerland 

Short Bio 

Tanja Kuchenmüller, M.A., M.Sc, coordinates the Evidence to Policy and Impact unit in the Research 
for Health Department, Science Division, at World Health Organization Headquarters. The unit has 
the dual mandate of (1) strengthening country capacity in generating, translating and using the best 
available research evidence in policies and practice, and (2) providing leadership on policies in 
research to ensure access and scale-up. Until July 2020, she coordinated the Knowledge 
Management, Evidence and Research for Policy-Making unit; Division of Information, Evidence, 
Research and Innovation at the WHO Regional Office for Europe, encompassing the following regional 
networks and initiatives: the Evidence-informed Policy Network (EVIPNet), Health Evidence Network 
(HEN), European Health Research Network (EHRN) and other health research and evidence-informed 
policy-making related areas, such as the European Advisory Committee on Health Research (EACHR). 
Previously, she worked for and eventually led the WHO Initiative to Estimate the Global Burden of 
Foodborne Diseases at WHO Headquarters (2006-12). Prior to her career at WHO, Tanja worked for 
several years in the area of HIV/AIDS for the United Nations Development Programme in New York 
and for the German Development Service in Mali and Germany. 

 

 

Last Name Siswanto First Name Siswanto 

Institution World Health Organization, South East Asia Regional Office 

Position 
Coordinator, Research 

and Innovation  
Country India  

Short Bio 

With the new structure in SEARO, currently Dr Siswanto is in the post for Coordinator, Research and 

Innovation. He has joined WHO SEARO in December 2020 for Research and AMR. Before joining 

SEARO, he was assigned as Director of National Institute of Health Research and Development 

(NIHRD) MOH Republic Indonesia 2016-2020. His experience and expertise are in operational research 

and health system research.  



                                                                                                      

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Last Name Reinap First Name Marge 

Institution WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Position 
Technical Officer on 
Evidence for Policy 

Development 
Country 

Copenhagen/ 
Denmark 

Short Bio 

Marge Reinap is leading the work on Evidence to Policy Development at WHO Regional Office for 
Europe since 2020. Her work area covers providing support to Member States in strengthening, 
monitoring and evaluate national capacity to identify, translate and use evidence in policy and 
practice. She joined WHO in 2012 as the Head of Country Office in Estonia responsible for the WHO 
operations in the country supporting Estonia also in its work on guideline development and 
evidence-informed policy-making. Her professional career started in the Ministry of Social Affairs 
of Estonia as an analyst and later as a Head of Health Policy. Her background is public sector 
economics and she is also finalizing studies on Global Health Policy in London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine for her second Master. She has co-authored publications and peer-reviewed 
articles related to health policy and evidence-informed policy-making. 

 

  

Last Name Angela  First Name de Silva 

Institution WHO Regional Office for South East Asia 

Position 
Regional Adviser, 

Nutrition and Health 
for Development 

Country  

Short Bio 

A public health nutrition specialist with over 20 years experience, Dr de Silva is the Regional Adviser, 
Nutrition and Health for Development at World Heath Organization’s Regional Office for South East 
Asia (WHO SEARO). Dr de Silva qualified as a medical officer and has held positions in government, 
academia and international development agencies.  At WHO, her portfolio includes advocating and 
providing technical support for nutrition and related health issues and for physical activity. In the 
past five years, Dr de Silva has focused on addressing the double burden of malnutrition and to 
work towards enabling environments to support healthy diets and physical activity. 



                                                                                                      
 

 

Last Name Carza First Name 
Rodley Desmond 

Daniel 

Institution Department of Health, Philippines 

Position 

Head, Policy and 
Technology Section, 
Health Promotion 
Bureau 

Country Philippines 

Short Bio 

Mr. Rodley Carza is the Head of the Policy and Technology Section of the Department of Health’s 

Health Promotion Bureau. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from the Far Eastern 

University and a Master’s Degree in Public Health from the University of the Philippines Manila. 

As the Head of Health Promotion Bureau’s Policy and Technology Section, Mr. Carza provides 

strategic policy and research directions towards healthy public policy and environment. He also 

oversees health promotion policy and research on the following areas: Nutrition and Physical 

Activity, Environmental Health, Immunization, Substance Use (Tobacco, Alcohol and Illicit Drugs), 

Mental Health, Sexual and Reproductive Health, and Violence and Injury Prevention. 
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Last Name El-Jardali First Name Fadi 

Institution 
Faculty of Health Sciences, Department of Health 

Management and Policy 

Position 

Professor of Health 
Policy and Systems, 

Director of the 
Knowledge to Policy 

(K2P) Center 

Country Lebanon 

Short Bio 

Professor Fadi El-Jardali (PhD, MPH) is a recognized senior expert with extensive international and 

regional experience and multidisciplinary background in health policy, systems and management. 

He is a Professor of Health Systems and Policy, Chair of the Health Management and Policy 

Department, Founder & Director of the Knowledge to Policy (K2P) Center; Director of the World 

Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating Center for Evidence-Informed Policy and Practice; Co-

Director of the Center for Systematic Reviews in Health Policy and Systems Research (SPARK); and 

co-lead for the Global Evidence Synthesis Initiative (GESI) Secretariat at the American University of 

Beirut. He is part time Professor at McMaster University in Canada. He is also the Co-Editor in Chief 

for Health Research, Policy and Systems (HARPS) Journal. 

Dr. El-Jardali is a recipient of the Global Health Leadership Award and was elected twice to the 

Board of Health Systems Global Society. He is a recipient of the Fellowship on Evidence Informed 

Policy from the Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research. He is the founding member of the 



                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

MENA Health Policy Forum. He is a member of the Global Steering Committee for the WHO 

Evidence-Informed Policy Network (EVIPNet).   

 

 

Last Name Köhler First Name Kristina 

Institution World Health Organization country office in Estonia 

Position Liaison officer Country Estonia 

Short Bio 

Ms Kristina Köhler, from Tallinn, Estonia, received a bachelor’s degree in psychology in 2008 from 

Tallinn University. After graduating, she began working as an analyst for the Ministry of Social 

Affairs of the Republic of Estonia. In 2010, she earned a master’s degree in public health with a 

specialization in epidemiology from the University of Tartu. She currently leads the World Health 

Organization (WHO) country office in Estonia by holding the position of liaison officer. Prior to 

joining WHO she worked in public health and in analysis and statistics department at the Ministry 

of Social Affairs. The main area of her work in the ministry was public health analysis and research. 

Her responsibilities included assessing and monitoring all Estonian development plans and 

strategies to ensure that health-related issues are addressed in accordance with current policies. 

During her work in ministry Ms. Köhler was actively involved in policy development related to 

obesity and nutrition, particularly the sugar-sweetened beverages tax. 

 

 

Last Name Barreto First Name Jorge 

Institution Oswaldo Cruz Foundation - Fiocruz 

Position Researcher Country Brazil 

Short Bio 

Jorge Barreto, PhD, researcher at the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation - Fiocruz, Brasília, Brazil. He 
coordinates and implements projects on Health Systems Research and Knowledge Translation for 
Evidence-informed Policies and is a member of the Steering Group of EVIPNet Global, associate 
editor of the EPOC/Cochrane working group and member of COVID-END network. 



                                                                                                      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Last Name PETIT First Name Patrick 

Institution International Monetary Fund 

Position Senior Economist Country Canada 

Short Bio 

Patrick Petit is a Senior Economist with the Fiscal Affairs Department of the IMF, where he has been 

working on tax policy issues for the past 13 years. He is mainly active in capacity development and 

technical assistance with fragile states in Africa and the Caribbean. He has worked on a range of tax 

issues, but has more specifically focused on indirect taxation, and has published papers on excise 

taxation on tobacco, telecoms, and sugar-sweetened beverages. Mr. Petit came to the IMF after 3 

years at WHO, where he notably worked on tobacco taxation, and many years in private consulting. 
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Last Name Thow First Name 
Anne Marie 
Thompson 

Institution University of Sydney 

Position 
Associate Professor in 
Public Policy & Health 

Country Australia 

Short Bio 

Anne Marie Thow is Associate Professor in Policy and Health at the University of Sydney, and has 

20 years of experience in nutrition policy, including research collaborations across Africa, Latin 

America, Asia and the Pacific. A/Prof Thow has published 150 peer reviewed articles and attracted 

over $12 million in research funding, and she is committed to building research capacity globally. 

Her research is designed to inform food system policy and improve diets and health and she 

regularly acts as an expert advisor to governments and international organizations. Prior to 

undertaking her PhD, she worked for the Governments of Australia and Fiji on nutrition policy 

issues. She trained in nutrition and has a Masters in Public Policy. 



                                                                                                      

 

 

 

Last Name Sacks First Name Gary 

Institution Deakin University 

Position 
Director, Global 
Obesity Centre 

Country Australia 

Short Bio 

Associate Professor Gary Sacks is a Heart Foundation Future Leader Fellow based at the Global 

Obesity Centre (GLOBE) within the Institute for Health Transformation at Deakin University. Gary’s 

research focuses on policies for the prevention of obesity and related diseases. Gary has co-

authored several international reports on obesity prevention, including the Lancet Commission on 

Obesity. Gary co-founded INFORMAS – a global network for monitoring food environments. Gary 

leads the component of INFORMAS focused on monitoring the actions of food companies in relation 

to obesity prevention and nutrition. He has also led studies to benchmark progress on obesity 

prevention by Australian governments. 

 

 

Last Name CELLETTI  First Name FRANCESCA  

Institution World Health Organization  

Position 
Technical Lead, 

Obesity  
Country Switzerland  

Short Bio 

Francesca Celletti is a global health expert, with a focus on systems design, accelerated country 

actions and innovations. She is currently Technical Lead, Obesity in the Nutrition and Food Safety 

Department in WHO HQ. Health System Strengthening in the WHO Country Office in the Philippines 

where she leads the work. She previously worked in WHO HQ on health systems and priority 

diseases co-leading multi-stakeholder’s partnerships and in the WHO Country Office in the 

Philippines on UHC and ‘new normal’ system design and the health care service delivery pillar of 

the COVID 19 pandemic response. Prior to those positions, she worked in private non for-profit 

foundations (EGPAF) and management consulting with a specific focus on public private 

partnerships and scale of essential health services delivery in low- and middle-income countries. 

She also worked in several countries in Africa and the Middle East to assist governments develop 

national health sector policies and implementing programs aiming at strengthening health systems. 

A native of Italy, Francesca Celletti received a MD degree from the University of Bologna, Italy. She 

trained in internal medicine at the same university and Harvard Medical School and has post-



                                                                                                      

 

 

doctoral degree from Stanford University in biotechnology and innovations. She also holds a PhD in 

International Relations from the Geneva School of Diplomacy.  

 

 

Last Name Ralston First Name Johanna 

Institution World Obesity Federation 

Position Chief Executive Officer Country United Kingdom 

Short Bio 

Johanna is a CEO of the World Obesity Federation and has 20 years’ experience in global   

noncommunicable disease advocacy. Johanna oversees the implementation of the WOF five-year 

plan for 2020-25, including advocacy for global obesity targets, education and capacity building, and 

evidence and data.  Prior to joining World Obesity in 2017, Johanna was the CEO of the World Heart 

Federation and Vice Chair of the NCD Alliance and prior that spent 11 years as VP P Global Strategies 

at the American Cancer Society, creating capacity-building programs in cancer and tobacco control 

in LMICs. She also serves on advisory boards including with WHO and has published on NCDs and 

wider health issues. She grew up in Sweden and the US, and currently is based in Boston with her 

family.  Johanna also has lived experience of NCDs and has written and spoken on the importance 

of people at the center of health and food systems. 
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Last Name Martin First Name Jane 

Institution Obesity Policy Coalition 

Position Executive Manager Country Australia 

Short Bio 

Ms Jane Martin BA (Hons), MPH, Hon Doc (Deakin) 

Jane has worked in public health advocacy and policy since the mid-1980s, including roles covering 

the risk factors of tobacco, diet, weight, and alcohol. She leads the Obesity Policy Coalition, a 

national advocacy group in obesity prevention policy. She also manages the Alcohol and Obesity 

Programs based at the Cancer Council Victoria. Her role includes developing the strategic advocacy 

and policy research agenda for the programs as well as coordinating public education and advocacy 

campaigns on healthy weight and alcohol use.  



                                                                                                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jane’s career has involved extensive engagement with policy and advocacy-oriented research to 

advance regulatory reform in the areas of tobacco control, obesity prevention and alcohol policy. 

She is experienced in both researching and applying advocacy strategies to encourage governments 

to adopt evidence-based public health policies. 

She advises federal and state governments, the World Health Organization, UNICEF and other 

agencies on obesity prevention policies, covering protecting children from unhealthy food 

marketing, food labelling and a health levy on sugary drinks. Jane has published over forty peer-

reviewed journal articles and is engaged in grants and funding of more than $9 million.  

Jane is President of the Australia New Zealand Obesity Society, one of the partners in the 

International Congress on Obesity to be held in Melbourne in October 2022. She has been 

recognized for her contribution to advocacy and public health with the award of Honorary 

Doctorate by Deakin University, the Public Health Association of Australia President’s Award and a 

Churchill Fellowship to study in this field.  

 

 

Last Name Watson First Name Fiona 

Institution UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO) 

Position 

Nutrition Team: 
Overweight 

prevention and 
nutrition of school-age 

children 

Country Thailand 

Short Bio 

Fiona leads the work on prevention of overweight and the nutrition of school-age children in UNICEF 

EAPRO. This involves supporting government policies and innovative research to improve food 

environments. From 2011 to 2015, she was policy advisor at the Scaling Up Nutrition Movement 

based in Geneva. Previously, she has held consultancy positions for UN agencies, NGOs and 

governments in development and emergency contexts in Africa, Palestine, Russia and South-East 

Asia. Her long-term field assignments have been with the Ministry of Health in Mozambique, and 

with WHO in Sarajevo during the civil war in former Yugoslavia.  


