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Policy Dialogue and Book Launch on Blue Economy and Blue Finance 

 

Jointly organized by: 

Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) and  

Ocean Policy Research Institute of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation (OPRI-SPF) 

26 September 2022, Online 

14:30-16:00 Manila time / 15:30-17:00 Tokyo time 

 
 

Speaker Biographies (by session) 
 

Opening Remarks 

 

Tetsushi Sonobe 

Dean and CEO, Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) 
 

Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank 

Institute (ADBI), the Tokyo-based think tank of the Asian Development 

Bank that promotes the realization of a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, 

and sustainable Asia and the Pacific through policy research and 

capacity building. Born in 1960 in Tokyo, Dean Sonobe obtained his Ph.D. 

in economics from Yale University and BA in economics from the University of Tokyo. His research 

interests include the empirics of economic development, particularly industrial development 

processes and poverty reduction in developing countries.  

Dean Sonobe has more than 20 years’ experience analyzing the role of human capital, institutions, 

and management in industrial development in Asia and other regions. Notably, he and prominent 

agricultural and development economist, Keijiro Otsuka, applied their unique enterprise survey 

approach to a series of development process case studies in different industries in East Asia. They 

expanded the scope of their industry study to cover South Asia, Africa, and Central America and 

conducted randomized controlled trials of management training programs for business owners 

and managers.  Before joining ADBI in April 2020, Dean Sonobe served for six years as a vice 

president of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) in Tokyo. He also previously 

served as a professor of economics at Tokyo Metropolitan University and GRIPS. Dean Sonobe is 

a recipient of the Nikkei Book Publication Prize and the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, and a 

founding board member of the Japanese Association for Development Economics. 

 

https://www.adb.org/adbi/main
https://www.adb.org/adbi/main
https://www.grips.ac.jp/en/
https://www.tmu.ac.jp/english/index.html
http://www.jade.gr.jp/members.html
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Hide Sakaguchi 

President, Ocean Policy Research Institute of the Sasakawa 

Peace Foundation 

 

Hide Sakaguchi is the President of the Ocean Policy Research 

Institute (OPRI) of the Sasakawa Peace Foundation. Prior to joining 

OPRI in 2021, he served as a Research Associate at Kobe University, 

Principal Research Scientist at CSIRO of Australia, Adjunct Professor at 

the Earthquake Research Institute of the University of Tokyo, and Executive Director of JAMSTEC. 

Dr. Sakaguchi is specialized in Computer Science, Geoscience, and Engineering. He received a 

Ph.D. from the Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University in 1995. 

 

 

Keynote Address on Ocean Financing Initiatives 

 

Roberta Casali 

Vice President for Finance and Risk Management, Asian 

Development Bank 

 

 

Roberta Casali is the executive Vice President of Finance and Risk 

Management at the Asian Development Bank. Ms. Casali is 

responsible for the overall management of the operations of the 

Office of Risk Management, the Controller’s Department, and the 

Treasury Department. She has more than 30 years of executive experience in central banking and 

the financial sector. She held senior positions in the area of payment systems at the Bank of Italy, 

in both national and international roles. She also had significant private sector banking experience, 

including more than ten years leading the Italian international banking group of Intesa Sanpaolo 

SpA. From 2017 to 2021 she served on several boards of listed and private companies as an 

independent chair and non-executive director. She has a degree in Economics and Business 

Administration from the La Sapienza University of Rome, a Master in Business Administration from 

the University of Rochester (USA), and a Certificate in Corporate Governance from INSEAD 

(France). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spf.org/en/opri/
https://www.spf.org/en/opri/
https://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/index.html
https://www.csiro.au/en/
https://www.eri.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
https://www.jamstec.go.jp/
https://www.adb.org/
https://www.bancaditalia.it/homepage/index.html?com.dotmarketing.htmlpage.language=1
https://group.intesasanpaolo.com/en/
https://group.intesasanpaolo.com/en/
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Session 1— Book Presentation 

 

Peter Morgan 

Senior Consulting Economist and Advisor to the Dean, ADBI 

 

Peter Morgan previously served as ADBI’s Vice-Chair of Research until 

March 2022. He also worked in Hong Kong, China as Chief Asia 

Economist for HSBC where he was responsible for macroeconomic 

analysis and forecasting for Asia. Before that, he was Chief Japan 

Economist for HSBC and held comparable positions at Merrill Lynch, 

Barclays de Zoete Wedd, and Jardine Fleming. Prior to entering the financial industry, he worked 

as a consultant for Meta Systems Inc in Cambridge, Massachusetts in the United States 

specializing in energy and environmental areas, including energy policy issues in Asian countries, 

and at International Business Information KK in Tokyo specializing in financial sector consulting.  

His research focuses are macroeconomic policy and financial sector regulation, reform, financial 

development, financial inclusion, fintech, financial literacy, and financial education. His recent 

publications include Fintech and Financial Inclusion in Southeast Asia and India and Impacts of 

COVID-19 on Households in ASEAN Countries and Their Implications for Human Capital 

Development. He earned his MA and Ph.D. in economics from Yale University. 

 

 

Dominique Benzaken 

Senior Policy Advisor, Australian National Centre for Ocean 

Resources and Security, University of Wollongong  

 

Dominique Benzaken is Policy Expert with over 20 years of 

experience in ocean policy, blue economy, blue finance, and islands 

with the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and 

Security. She is a Visiting Fellow with the School of Public Policy, 

College of Asia Pacific at the Australian National University, Australia, a senior advisor to the 

Ocean Assets Institute and the Global Island Partnership, and a member of the IUCN World 

Commission on Protected Areas. Recent assignments and collaborations include financing 

mechanisms for the blue economy in Mozambique, regional sustainability governance for the Red 

Sea, and options for a Pacific Ocean Blue Bond. As a former Commonwealth-funded expert for a 

couple of years, she advised the Government of Seychelles on the blue economy and ocean 

governance. She was previously a senior marine policy advisor with the Nature Conservancy, the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature, and the Secretariat of the Pacific Environment 

Programme, following a formative career with the Australian Government and the Great Barrier 

Reef Marine Park Authority. She has a Bachelor's degree in Biological Sciences and a Master's 

Degree in Tropical Ecology from James Cook University, Australia. She is a Ph.D. candidate in the 

sustainable blue economy with the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security, 

University of Wollongong, Australia. 

https://www.hsbc.com/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/aepr.12379
https://www.adb.org/publications/impacts-covid-19-households-asean-countries
https://www.adb.org/publications/impacts-covid-19-households-asean-countries
https://www.adb.org/publications/impacts-covid-19-households-asean-countries
https://www.uow.edu.au/ancors/
https://www.uow.edu.au/ancors/
https://www.anu.edu.au/
https://www.oceanassets.org/
https://www.glispa.org/
https://www.iucn.org/our-union/commissions/world-commission-protected-areas
https://www.iucn.org/our-union/commissions/world-commission-protected-areas
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://www.iucn.org/
https://www.sprep.org/
https://www.sprep.org/


4 
 

 

Michael C. Huang  

Senior Research Fellow, OPRI-SPF 

 

Michael C. Huang has been affiliated with the Ocean Policy 

Research Institute (OPRI) since 2018. His expertise is general 

equilibrium analysis using the GTAP modeling for policy simulations. 

He is in charge of economic analysis for projects on the blue 

economy, creative research towards the future of the oceans that 

consists of blue finance and economy, science, technology, innovation policy assessment, and 

disaster risk management. In addition, his research activities are related to United Nations 

Sustainable Blue Economy Finance Initiative. His research also aims to connect the ocean to the 

social system on various topics, including renewable energy, deep sea water industry, resilient 

global supply chain, eco-friendly shipping, and hydrogen society. Before OPRI, he served as a 

researcher in the Science for RE-designing Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy (SciREX) 

Center at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS). He holds a Ph.D. in Public 

Economics from GRIPS and is a member of the Japan Ocean Policy Society, Japan Economic 

Association, and the Japan Castle Foundation. 

 

Session 2— Panel Discussion: Blue Economy and Blue Finance 

 

 

Steven Victor  

Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Environment, 

Republic of Palau 

 

Minister Steven Victor is the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 

Environment, the Republic of Palau from July 2021. He is a marine 

biologist by training and an avid gardener at heart. He has served the 

environment and conservation sector in Palau and the Micronesia 

region for more than 20 years. Previously, he was the Director of Nature 

Conservancy’s Micronesia Program, managing regional projects.  Minister Victor has a Master’s 

Degree in Biology from the University of Guam and a post-graduate certificate from the 

Cambridge Judge Business School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spf.org/en/opri/
https://www.spf.org/en/opri/
https://www.unepfi.org/blue-finance/#:~:text=Welcome%20to%20the%20Sustainable%20Blue,Sustainable%20Blue%20Economy%20Finance%20Principles.
https://www.unepfi.org/blue-finance/#:~:text=Welcome%20to%20the%20Sustainable%20Blue,Sustainable%20Blue%20Economy%20Finance%20Principles.
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Hendra Yusran Siry 

Secretary of Director General, Ministry of Marine Affairs 

and Fisheries, Indonesia  

 

Prior to being appointed as the Secretary of the Directorate 

General of  Marine Spatial Management, Ministry of Marine Affairs 

and Fisheries, Hendra Yusran Siry assumed several leadership 

roles as the Interim Executive Director (IED) of the CTI-CFF 

Regional Secretariat (2018-2019), Deputy Director for Coastal 

Disaster Mitigation and Climate Change Adaptation of Indonesia's 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries for eight years and Deputy Director for Spatial and Zoning 

Plans Region II for almost a year in the same ministry. He was responsible for developing strategic 

inputs and recommendations, policy coordination and technical support for the formulation of 

standard operating procedures (SOPs) and overseeing partnership management and resource 

mobilization including coastal disaster mitigation and climate change adaptation. 

 

He completed his Ph.D. under the Resources Management in Asia-Pacific Program (RMAP), 

Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies (RSPAS) of the Australian National University under 

the Australian Development Scholarship (ADS) and holds a Master's Degree from the School of 

Environment, Resources, and Development (SERD) – Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) with the 

support of Ford Foundation Grant, AIT Partial Scholarship and CUC-CIDA Assistantship programs. 

He was the recipient of numerous academic grants such as the United Nations–Nippon Foundation 

Fellow, Asian Scholarship Fellow, Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Fellow, and Ford Foundation.  

 

 

Rima Prama Artha 

Chief Economist, Danareksa Research Institute, Indonesia  

 

Rima Artha is Chief Economist at Danareksa (a state-own enterprise 

in Indonesia) as well as the head of Danareksa Research Institute 

(DRI). Prior to joining DRI in 2021, she served as a Country Economist 

at UNDP Indonesia as well as a lecturer at the Faculty Economics of 

the University of Indonesia. She received Ph.D. in Development 

Economics from the National Graduate Institutes for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Japan in 2015 and a 

master’s in International and Development Economics from Crawford School of Economic and 

Government, Australian National University (ANU) in 2006. Her current research focuses on 

Macroeconomics, Blue Economy, and Circular Economy. 

 

 

https://www.neliti.com/kkp/catalogue#:~:text=The%20Indonesian%20Ministry%20of%20Marine,fisheries%20within%20the%20Indonesian%20government.
https://www.neliti.com/kkp/catalogue#:~:text=The%20Indonesian%20Ministry%20of%20Marine,fisheries%20within%20the%20Indonesian%20government.
https://coraltriangleinitiative.org/about-regional-secretariat#:~:text=The%20CTI%2DCFF%20Regional%20Secretariat's,%2C%20and%20Timor%2DLeste).
https://coraltriangleinitiative.org/about-regional-secretariat#:~:text=The%20CTI%2DCFF%20Regional%20Secretariat's,%2C%20and%20Timor%2DLeste).
https://www.danareksa.co.id/
https://www.undp.org/indonesia
http://www.ui.ac.id/en
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Poliveth Lao 

Deputy Director of Macroeconomic and Fiscal Department, 

General Department of Policy Ministry of Economy and 

Finance, Cambodia 

 

Poliveth Lao, Deputy Director of Macroeconomic and Fiscal Policy 

Department, General Department of Policy, Ministry of Economy 

and Finance (MEF), and a member of the Economic Policy Study and 

Analysis Division of SNEC. With six year-experiences with MEF, he 

has extensively engaged in conducting various kinds of policy 

research studies related to the agriculture value chain, public 

investment in the agriculture sector, food price, and fish market analysis. 

 

His expertise also covers food production, SME-co financing scheme, and government's special 

financing programs. Currently, he is a technical team leader to formulate a framework for 

boosting agriculture and agro-processing under Inter-Ministerial TWG and a technical team 

leader evaluating government's fund allocation to prioritized sectors. Before joining MEF, he 

worked for International NGOs in the fields of fundraising and community development. He 

earned a Master's Degree in Business Administration from Norton University, Cambodia in 2012 

2012 and he also attended various oversea short courses training related to local economic 

development, international trade, environmental economic policy, etc. 

 

 

 

Monzur Hossain 

Research Director, Bangladesh Institute of Development 

Studies, Bangladesh 
 

Monzur Hossain is currently Research Director at the Bangladesh 

Institute of Development Studies, a premier public think tank in 

Bangladesh. He obtained his Ph.D. in International Economics from 

the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Tokyo, 

Japan.  His area of interest mainly concentrates on the macro-financial domain with an extensive 

research focus on evaluating and analyzing development interventions and economic policies. He 

has an interest in some emerging development issues pertaining to SME development, ICTs and 

knowledge economy, blue economy, green finance, and renewable energy.  He has participated 

and served as a team leader in numerous professional research projects. He served as a consultant 

for the UNDP, ADB, UNCTAD, EU, World Bank, JICA, International Growth Center (London School 

of Economics), etc. He has held several visiting positions, such as Visiting Scholar at Graduate 

School of International Development, Nagoya University, Japan (in 2010) and visiting Research 

Fellow at IDE-JETRO, Japan (from January-March, 2020). Currently, he is a member of the Executive 

Board of the American Committee on Asian Economic Studies. He is a member of the Editorial 

Board of some reputed journals. Dr. Hossain has published extensively in nationally and 

internationally accredited reputed journals. He also has to his credit numerous other publications 

in the forms of research reports and edited books. Recently he edited a book titled "Bangladesh's 

Macroeconomic Policy," which was published by Palgrave Macmillan in February 2020. His other 

book, “Digital Transformation and Economic Development in Bangladesh,” is forthcoming from 

Palgrave Macmillan. 

https://mef.gov.kh/
https://mef.gov.kh/
https://www.undp.org/
https://www.adb.org/
https://unctad.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en
https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/?
https://www.theigc.org/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-15-1244-5
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-15-1244-5
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Closing Remarks 

 

Pitchaya Sirivunnabood  

Deputy Head and Senior Economist, Capacity Building and 

Training Department, ADBI 

 

Pitchaya Sirivunnabood has served as the Deputy Head of Capacity 

Building and Training Department since September 2022. She is also a 

senior economist. Her expertise is international economics and finance, 

specializing in regional economic integration and financial cooperation 

as well as bilateral and multilateral free trade agreements, development of financial markets, and 

international/ transnational investment. 
 

Prior to joining ADBI in 2018, Pitchaya was an assistant director and the head of finance 

integration division at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. She was senior researcher, 

providing policy advocacy and consultancy for a Thai government think tank, the UNDP’s Asia 

Pacific Regional Office, and the European Association for Business and Commerce. Pitchaya was 

also an assistant director and macroeconomist at the ASEAN Integration Monitoring Office, in 

charge of surveillance and monitoring process for the ASEAN Economic Community. She holds a 

PhD in international economics from the University of Utah, United States. 

 
***************************************************************************************************** 

https://www.adb.org/adbi/main
https://asean.org/
https://asean.org/our-communities/economic-community/monitoring-regional-economic-integration/aec-monitoring/

