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The Coalition of Atoll Nations on Climate Change (CANCC), comprised 
of the governments of Kiribati, Maldives, the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu, and 
Tokelau, was formed in 2014 to amplify the unique concerns of atoll nations 
on the global stage, with a focus on adaptation. The Coalition catalyzes the 
sharing of knowledge on the acute and particular vulnerabilities of atolls 
and adaptation solutions to allow communities to continue to thrive in 
their territories.

This side event will bring together high-level representatives, technical 
experts, practitioners, and youth representatives and those with an interest 
in atoll survival to share knowledge and experience on interventions which 
are being planned and deployed, in the era in which there are increasing 
climate risks, impacts, and loss and damage. The sharing of knowledge, 
best practices, lessons learned, and the strengthening of partnership among 
CANCC members could enable the formalization of the Coalition, and 
empower it to leverage support to undertake action.

Objective and Rationale: Low-lying atoll nations in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans have long been considered to be among the most vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change. With average elevations of only a few metres, 
atoll nations face significant risk such as rising sea levels, ocean acidification, 
and storm-wave over wash which threaten territory, lives and livelihoods. 

Sea-level rise will exacerbate the hazards posed by climate change (storms, 
waves, temperatures, precipitation, etc.) to infrastructure, freshwater 
supplies, agriculture, and habitats for threatened and endangered species. 
Studies have shown that many atoll islands will be flooded frequently, 
salinizing the limited freshwater resources, threatening the habitability of 
territories. 

The citizens of our atolls have strong connections to their islands; our culture, 
heritage and identities are rooted in our atolls. The threat to our atolls is not 
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only a threat to our rights to self-determination, but also threaten our 
human rights, our civil and political rights. 

Our citizens are resilient, strong people. Consequently, our 
Governments have come together through this Coalition to amplify 
the unique concerns of atoll nations, to share knowledge, and to 
catalyze solutions and support which will enable and empower 
our people to continue to thrive in their home lands. The Coalition 
also works to secure diplomatic outcomes that serve the needs and 
interests of atoll nations.

As we work towards formalizing this Coalition, we convene this event in 
partnership with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) on the margins 
of COP 27 to bring together high- level representatives, technical 
experts, practitioners and other atoll stakeholders to share knowledge 
and best practices, and to discuss gaps and potential solutions. The 
objective is to encourage innovative and transformative solutions to 
protect the rights of our people, to enable the adaptation to climate 
change, and to cope with expected loss and damage.

A panel comprised of representatives of CANCC, moderated by the 
CANCC Chair will present on interventions already being undertaken, 
planned action, gaps, best practices and lessons learnt, needs and 
support. A discussion including questions from the attendees will 
follow. This side event also helps to strengthen the partnership among 
CANCC countries, which could help to formalize and empower the 
Coalition to leverage support for a programme of work. 

Outcome: Enhanced knowledge ensuring that atoll nations are 
prepared to face the challenges ahead of them brought on by rising 
sea levels and other climate challenges.

Increased traction to formalize the Coalition.

facebook.com/AsianClimateChange/@adbclimateclimatechange@adb.org
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