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Evidence shows that in poor and lower income communities, women 
are often leading resilience strategies to deal with climate shocks 
and stresses. Women are demonstrating leadership as partners of 
national pro-poor development programs such as social protection, 
community-driven rural development, and urban informal settlement 
upgrade programs to advance resilience actions. As active members 
of community-based organizations working closely with local 
governments, civil society organizations, and the private sector, women 
play a decisive role in adopting innovative approaches and solutions for 
climate adaptation. It is important that such efforts to position women 
as agents of change be formally recognized and scaled up through 
dedicated investments. 

It is in this context that the Community Resilience Partnership Program 
(CRPP) that aims to scale up investments in climate adaptation at the 
local level by addressing the nexus of climate, poverty and gender, has 
established a dedicated gender window. The objective of the gender 
window is to go beyond mainstreaming gender considerations in 
adaptation investments and to promote women-focused adaptation 
investments. Women-focused adaptation investments explicitly 
strengthen the resilience of women, particularly poor women and 
empowers them in advancing climate actions. These investments can 
be in different sectors – social development, agriculture value chain, 
natural resources management, education and vocational training, and 
financial inclusion. These investments can also be promoted through 
policy and institutional reforms in the context of wider decentralized 
planning and financing, gender equity, and locally-led adaptation. 

Objectives: The session will engage a range of stakeholders including 
representatives from grassroot women’s groups, national governments, 
financial institutions, and research organizations, in a dialogue to 
identify approaches and wider enabling environment needed for 
scaling up women-focused adaptation investments. The discussions 
will help the CRPP to operationalize its gender window. 
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