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Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Initiative: A Call to Action

The Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Initiative, commonly known as “RUWR: aRe yoU Water Resilient?”, is a multipronged endeavor 
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to support local-level authorities in its developing member countries (DMCs) to mainstream 
water security and resilience. ADB is Asia and the Pacifi c’s climate bank and has raised its ambition to $100 billion in climate fi nancing 
from 2019 to 2030, including $34 billion for climate change adaptation. In line with this, the Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Initiative 
has two main objectives:
• Grant and technical assistance mobilization  of $200 million from internal sources and external partners of ADB, from 2021 to 2026, 

to leverage about $10 billion climate adaptation fi nancing from water and sanitation operations of ADB from 2021 to 2030. 
• Rapid capacity-building and sharing of knowledge, tools, and solutions toward resilience for water and sanitation entities on the ground.

The initiative will help leverage fi nancing, physical and human resources, governance, partnerships, knowledge, and skills at the local 
level, while aligning with national, regional, and global water security and resilience goals.

Why a Water Resilience Initiative for Asia and the Pacifi c?

Water is the primary medium through which the eff ects of climate change will be felt. Asia and the Pacifi c is the most disaster-aff ected 
region in the world and is home to more than 40% of the globe’s calamities and 84% of the people they aff ect. Due to climate change and 
the rise of sea levels, the frequency and magnitude of natural hazards and their impact are likely to increase in the coming decades, with 
unprecedented eff ects on local populations, the environment, and economies. Focusing on resilient water and sanitation management 
has become extremely urgent and central to climate adaptation. Innovative approaches identifi ed at the local level and aligned with 
broader water security and resilience goals are required to tackle these challenges. Given the urgency of achieving water security and 
resilience, ADB has reframed and relaunched its approach to guide the organization’s work through 2030. The Asia and the Pacifi c Water 
Resilience Initiative is a core component of this commitment.

What Does the Water Resilience Initiative Include?

The Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Initiative takes a bottom-up approach toward the needs of water and sanitation entities 
and policy makers in the region. It will mobilize grant fi nancing; help analyze and address gaps and opportunities; and rapidly build 
capacities and resources to meet these 
through innovative solutions. It aims to bring 
about a transformational shift toward water 
resilience at the local level. It will assist ADB 
staff  and project implementing agencies 
in planning, designing, and implementing 
water and sanitation projects and programs 
by embedding adaptation.
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Announcement and Highlights
•  Water Resilience Trust Fund 

(WRTF) from the Government 
of the Netherlands

The new WRTF, under the WFPF, aims to 
accelerate water resilience, focusing on adaptation, 
innovation, and inclusivity.  With a $20 million 

contribution from the Government of the Netherlands, the 
WRTF will support (i) resilient water and sanitation sector 
project and policy planning, design, and service delivery;
(ii) resilience focused knowledge and capacity building in 
water nexus; and (iii) project management, monitoring,
and evaluation.
•  Sanitation Financing Partnership 

Trust Fund (SFPTF) from the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation

The SFPTF, established in 2013 under the WFPF 
with a contribution from the foundation, has been 
very eff ective in leveraging investment, building 

capacity, and generating and sharing knowledge on inclusive 
sanitation services in ADB’s DMCs. The foundation will 
replenish the SFPTF by $10 million over the next 5 years 
to leverage additional fi nancing to expand inclusive urban 
sanitation services; pilot and upscale sanitation technology 
and innovations; and support policies and capacities to 
deliver inclusive, resilient, and sustainable sanitation systems 
in Asia and the Pacifi c.
•  Technical Assistance: 

Mainstreaming Water 
Resilience in Asia and
the Pacifi c 

ADB’s new regional knowledge and support 
technical assistance (TA) Cluster on 
Mainstreaming Water Resilience in Asia and 

the Pacifi c will strategically manage the Asia Pacifi c 
Water Resilience Initiative. The TA Cluster currently 
has the following fi nancing, and is expected to grow as 
the implementation progresses: (i) $4 million from the 
Government of Japan, (ii) $3 million from ADB’s internal 
sources, and (iii) $1 million from the Republic of Korea’s 
e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund.

Since 2011, grant fi nancing from the Government of Japan 
of more than $215 million and from the Government 
of the Republic of Korea of more than $9 million have 
supplemented ADB’s water investments toward more 
secure and resilient Asia and the Pacifi c. In line with its 
commitments under the Kumamoto Initiative for Water 
launched at the 4th Asia Pacifi c Water Summit and held 
in Japan in April 2022, the Government of Japan will 
intensify its fi nancing and non-fi nancing support toward 
mainstreaming water resilience and disaster risk reduction 
through promoting both climate change adaptation and 
mitigation measures in Asia and the Pacifi c. 

adbwater http://bit.ly/
WSGLinkedIn
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Learn more and become a partner of the
Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Initiative

•  Mainstreaming Water Resilience in Asia and
the Pacifi c: Guidance Note

Learn more about the recently launched  
Mainstreaming Water Resilience in Asia and the Pacifi c: 
Guidance Note, which will guide the activities of this initiative,
in line with ADB’s broader work spearheading climate actions
in the region.  

•  Water Financing Partnership Facility (WFPF)

Learn more about the WFPF, currently supported by 
the governments of Austria, the Netherlands, and 

Spain, along with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Since 
2006, WFPF grant contributions of more than $115 million 
have supported 113 ADB investment projects in 20 countries, 
leveraging $9.45 billion in loan funds cumulatively and helping 
over 122 million benefi ciaries. 

• Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Hub

Become a partner of the Asia and the Pacifi c Water 
Resilience Hub, a collaborative and open platform, 

and take actions to build the capacity of water entities through 
the sharing of knowledge products, tools, and innovative 
technologies. Customized to the countries’ and local water 
managers’ demand, the Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience 
Hub will off er tailored activities, tools, and capacity-building 
support to mainstream resilience. 
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Background

Asia and the Pacifi c is the most disaster-prone region in the 
world. Since 1970, the region has accounted for 57% of global 
fatalities from disasters and 87% of the global population that 
has been aff ected by exposure to natural hazards. Many of 
them were victims of water-related disasters, such as fl oods 
and droughts. Although this number has been declining over the 
past two decades because of resilient measures implemented 
by several countries, recent water-related disasters during the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, such as super 
cyclones and typhoons Amphan, Yaas, and Rai and recent 
fl ooding in Pakistan that created havoc in the region, have 
shown the fragilities of many Asian and Pacifi c countries and 
how disasters and pandemics can compound their eff ects. 
Climate change is likely to amplify and intensify the impacts of 
natural hazards, with unprecedented eff ects on local economies, 
populations, and the environment. Focusing on resilient water 
and sanitation management has become extremely urgent and 
central to climate adaptation as water is the primary medium 
through which the eff ects of climate change will be felt. 

In line with the ambition of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
of $100 billion in climate fi nancing for 2019–2030, including 
$34 billion for climate change adaptation, it is launching  a 
new initiative called the “Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience 
Initiative (APWRI),” also known as “RUWR: aRe yoU Water 
Resilient?” This is a multipronged action across all operational 
departments of ADB to shift water sector planning and 
operations in ADB and in water and sanitation entities on 
the ground in developing member countries to embed and 
mainstream resilience. 

The initiative has two main components: (i) grant and technical 
assistance mobilization to leverage and maximize climate 
adaptation actions and fi nancing from water sector operations; 
and (ii) rapid capacity building and sharing of knowledge, tools, 

and solutions toward resilience for water entities through the 
Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience Hub. The Water Resilience 
Hub is a vehicle for strengthening water resilience by establishing 
partnerships, providing trainings, and developing and sharing 
knowledge products and innovative tools based on needs 
identifi ed by recipient entities.

Session Outline and Objective

ADB is hosting a 90-minute session at the Water Pavilion, along 
with the governments of the Netherlands, Pakistan, Japan, 
and the Republic of Korea and partners such as the African 
Development Bank, Alliance for Global Water Adaptation, 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Green Climate Fund, and 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. 
The session will discuss how fi nancing needs and innovative 
approaches identifi ed at the local level and aligned with broader 
water security and resilience goals are required to tackle above 
challenges. It includes a 30-minute session with keynote 
speeches from the initiative partners and developing member 
countries and a 45-minute high-level panel discussion with 
multilateral development banks and bilateral and fi nancing 
partners. The discussion will allow for frank and open discussion 
focusing on what has worked and not worked and what needs to 
be done or adjusted for mobilizing more fi nancing on water and 
sanitation related Sustainable Development Goals to achieve 
climate adaptation needs toward resilience, adaptive capacity, 
and water security in the region.

The session will also include the launch of the new Asia and 
the Pacifi c Water Resilience Initiative, the proposed Water 
Resilience Trust Fund with initial support by the Government 
of the Netherlands and the replenishment of the Sanitation 
Financing Partnership Trust Fund by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

The Asia and the Pacifi c
Water Resilience Initiative
A Bottom-Up Initiative to Building Resilience, 
Adaptive Capacity, and Financing in Water

Financing Climate Resilience through
Investments in Water
8 November 2022 • 10:00–11:30 a.m. (CLT, GMT+0200)
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Welcome and Scene Setting
(10 minutes in total)

Welcome and session outline

• Neeta Pokhrel, Chief of Water Sector Group, ADB

Introducing the need and call for actions on mainstreaming 
water resilience in the Asia and the Pacifi c Water Resilience 
Initiative (APWRI), commonly known as “RUWR: aRe yoU 
Water Resilient?”

• Woochong Um, Managing Director General and Offi  cer-
in-Charge, Vice-President for Knowledge Management and 
Sustainable Development, ADB

Short Video on RUWR

Government representatives and partners’ views on 
challenges and opportunities for mainstreaming and 
fi nancing water and sanitation resilience
(30 minutes in total)

1. Hon. Sherry Rehman, Minister of Climate Change, 
Government of Pakistan

2. Henk Ovink, Special Envoy for Water Aff airs, Kingdom of
The Netherlands

3. Rodger Voorhies, President, Global Growth & Opportunity,
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

4. Kusano Shinichi, Assistant Vice-Minister, MLIT Japan

Joint launch of APWRI with partners
Short video on RUWR

High-level Panel Discussion: Tackling challenges 
and unleashing opportunities, tools, and capacities 
toward mainstreaming and fi nancing water resilience 
in Asia and the Pacifi c (45 minutes in total)

1. Ramesh Subramaniam, Director General, ADB. “ADB’s blended 
fi nance and other initiatives to maximize public fi nancing 
and mobilize private fi nancing toward water and sanitation 
resilience”

2. Jae-hyeon Park, President Asia Water Council and CEO of 
K-water. “Enabling water and sanitation resilience through 
technology and digitalization: experience and initiatives from 
Republic of Korea”

3. Osward Chanda, Director, Water Development and Sanitation 
Department, African Development Bank. “Financing Resilience: 
Learning from the African Development Bank Experience”

4. Sanjay Bhowmik, Additional Secretary, Bangladesh. “Challenges 
and opportunities from Bangladesh on mainstreaming water 
and sanitation resilience and mobilize fi nancing” 

5. Lilian Macharia, Director of Portfolio Management Division, 
GCF. “Enabling fi nance mobilization for water and sanitation 
resilience – what has been the challenge to date and how to 
tackle it”

6. Jo Tyndall, Director for Environment, OECD. “New 
developments and opportunities to enable water and 
sanitation fi nancing”

7. Josefi na Maestu, Water Advisor for the Minister of Ecological 
Transitions for the Kingdom of Spain. “Importance of policies 
and guidance to enable bottom-up approaches to mobilize 
fi nancing toward water and sanitation resilience”

Short video on RUWR

“Summary and message for UN2023 Conference
and thereafter” 
Sulton Rahimzoda, Chairman of the Executive Committee of
the International Fund for saving the Aral Sea, Special Envoy of
President of Tajikistan on Water and Climate issues

Session Agenda

  Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 IGO license (CC BY 3.0 IGO)
© 2022 ADB. The CC license does not apply to non-ADB copyright materials in this publication.
https://www.adb.org/terms-use#openaccess        http://www.adb.org/publications/corrigenda


