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Speaker Biographies  
 

 

Opening and Welcome Remarks 

 
Tetsushi Sonobe 
Dean and CEO, Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) 
 

Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank 
Institute (ADBI), the Tokyo-based think tank of the Asian Development Bank 
that promotes the realization of a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable Asia and the Pacific through policy research and capacity building. 

Born in 1960 in Tokyo, Dean Sonobe obtained his PhD in economics from Yale 
University and BA in economics from the University of Tokyo. His research 

interests are centered on the empirics of economic development, particularly the roles of industrial 
clusters, human capital, social capital, management practices, and market competition in industrial 
development in developing Asia and other regions. 

Before joining ADBI in April 2020, Dean Sonobe served for six years as a vice president of the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) in Tokyo and taught economics for thirty years at Tokyo 
Metropolitan University and GRIPS. Dean Sonobe is a recipient of the Nikkei Book Publication Prize and 
the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, and a founding board member of the Japanese Association for 
Development Economics. 

 

 

 



Keynote Address 

Sameer Khatiwada 

Senior Public Management Economist, South Asia Department, Asian 
Development Bank  

Sameer is an economist who leads preparation and implementation of ADB 
loans and technical assistance projects in the area of public resource 
management. Prior to joining Public Management, Financial Sector and Trade 
Division in South Asia, he was with the Southeast Asia Department where he 
worked in the areas of education, skills development, social protection and jobs. 
His research interest is spread across areas such as impact of technology on 
employment, innovation and structural transformation, fiscal federalism and 

public finance, industrial policy, enterprise dynamics and labor market policies. Before joining the ADB in 
2017, he spent close to 10 years at the International Labor Organization. A Nepali national, he holds a PhD 
in Economics from the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID) in Geneva 
and has a master’s degree in public policy from Harvard University. Follow him on 
Twitter: @Khatiwada_S  

 

Overview of the Report 

Derek Hondo  
Capacity Building and Training Coordinator, ADBI 
 
Derek Hondo is a Capacity Building and Training (CBT) Coordinator at the 
Asian Development Bank Institute in Tokyo, Japan, where he has worked on the 
ADBI E-Learning program, CBT events and training programs, and other 
knowledge output. His research interests include climate change, circular 
economy, solid waste management, environmental policy, and social equity. He 
holds an MA in Global Environmental Studies from Sophia University in Tokyo 

and received his Pre-medicine BSc in biology from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles. 

 

Panel Discussion 

Agnes Surry 
Senior Capacity Building and Training Economist, ADBI 
 
Her areas of interest include development and public finance, aid 
effectiveness, climate change adaptation, gender equality, social policies, 
fiscal policies, public debt sustainability, resource mobilization, and country 
risk analysis. 
 
She is seconded from the Asian Development Bank (ADB), where she worked 

in the Strategy, Policy, and Partnerships Department for more than 6 years. As senior planning and policy 
specialist, she supported policy work including country classification processes to determine access to 
concessional finance and reforms to provide better solutions to ADB developing member countries. She 
led the replenishment of the Asian Development Fund 13 in 2020, which is the main ADB grant facility. 
 
Prior to joining ADB, she worked at the African Development Bank as a resource mobilization expert and 
at the Treasury of France as a social economist and policy analyst. 

https://twitter.com/Khatiwada_S


 
She has a master’s degree in international economics (development) and bachelor’s degrees in 
econometrics and social sciences from Sciences Po Paris and École Normale Supérieure de Lyon, France. 
 
 

Poongothai Venuganan 
Senior Economist, Central Bank of Sri Lanka   

Poongothai joined the Economic Research Department in 2010 and is 
currently Head of the Real Sector division, having previously served in the 
Modeling & Forecasting division and International Finance & International 
Relations division of the department. Poongothai holds a MSc in Economics 
from the University of Nottingham. She is an Associate Member of the 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (UK) and is a passed finalist 
of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (UK) and holds a BSc 

(Hons) in Applied Accounting from the Oxford Brookes University. Her research areas of interest are 
Labour Markets, Poverty, Economic Growth and Macro-modeling. 
 
 

Sasiwimon Warunsiri Paweenawat 
Associate Professor, Thammasat University, Thailand  

Sasiwimon is an Associate Professor at Faculty of Economics, Thammasat 
University. Her research interests include labor economics, gender economics, 
and international economics. Recently, she has focused on gender equality, 
female workers, and labor market in Thailand. Her research has been 
published in journals such as World Development and Review of Economics 
of the Household. She worked as a consultant on gender equality and human 
capital development for World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and 

Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA). Sasiwimon received her Ph.D. in 
economics from University of Colorado at Boulder, USA. 
 
 
 
 

Indrajit Bairagya 
Assistant Professor, Centre for Human Resource Development, 
Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, India   

Dr. Indrajit Bairagya is currently working as an Assistant Professor at Institute for 
Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, India. Prior to this, he was Assistant 
Professor at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Guwahati Campus, India. He 
has published a book titled "Liberalization and Performance of the Informal 
Sector: A Study of Indian Economy", from Routledge-Taylor & Francis Group 
(London and New York). He has publications in various national and 

international journals. His research interests include the issues related to labour economics, economics 
of education, and quality of education.  He has his PhD in Economics from the Institute for Social and 
Economic Change, Bangalore, India. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


