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Workshop on Sustainable Approaches to Post Disaster Reconstruction 

Date and Time: Tuesday, 13 December 2022 – 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM Tokyo time 

 

The impact of physical and socio-economic losses associated with natural disasters on households are 

enormous. The Sendai framework for disaster risk reduction 2015-2030 advocates “substantial reduction of 

disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health and in the economic, physical, social, cultural and 

environmental assets of persons, businesses, communities and countries” and emphasizes “enhancing 

disaster preparedness for better response and ‘build back better’ in recovery, rehabilitation, and 

reconstruction” as one of the four priority actions. The progress monitoring of efforts taken by countries 

highlights that the low-income households and those living in low and medium-income countries face 

significant higher risk. It has also become evident that illegal immigrants and informal settlements are 

inadequately covered in the data. Losses in productivity and well-being are other aspects that are the gaps in 

reported indicators. While prevention of disasters is a major component of the disaster management plans, 

disasters in its entirety cannot be eliminated. Disaster management plans provide frameworks for recovery 

and build-back-better.  While objectives of these plans are to provide for speedy, participative, inclusive 

reconstruction of housing and infrastructure, rebuilding lives and livelihood of communities, list salient 

provisions of disaster recovery framework, they lack comprehensive rebuilding of all aspects of losses that 

the disaster affected persons face. In the absence of full understanding of losses, the reconstruction and 

rehabilitation processes remain inadequate leading to dissatisfaction among affected persons. 

 

This one-day workshop will provide an opportunity to learn about the normative and conceptual issues that 

arise during the post-disaster reconstruction and the usefulness of capability approach in designing better 

recovery mechanism. In the first half of the workshop, the participants will learn about the current 

approaches to post disaster reconstruction, their advantages and limitations. Examples of the nature of losses 

that are reconstructed and key gaps using case studies from disasters will be presented. The latter half of the 

workshop will introduce capability approach which shifts the focus from utilitarian, income and resource-based 

approach to well-being to evaluate what individuals are able to do, and the kind of persons they are able to 

be. The reframing of the analysis of an individual’s social position from the instruments (income, resources) 

which allow her to flourish, to a focus on the actual opportunities available to her, and her actual use of these 

opportunities, capability approach offers insights for post-disaster reconstruction. The participants will be 

asked to deliberate on how they would have designed the post-disaster reconstruction for a disaster affected 

area. 

 

Learning outcomes: 

 

Participants of the workshop will: 

(i) Identify normative and conceptual issues that arise during post disaster reconstruction. 

(ii) Familiarize themselves with emerging discourses on post disaster reconstruction. 

(iii) Apply capability approach to measure the losses that need restitution after disaster. 

(iv)  Appreciate the gap between the current practices and what ‘build-back-better’ entails. 
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Date: Tuesday, 13 December 2022 

 

Japan Time Agenda Speaker 

9:30 - 10:00 Participants can enter the Zoom room and interact with 

other speakers/ participants 

 

10:00 – 10:05 Opening Remark Dr Dil Rahut 

10:05 – 11:20 Session 1 

Identification of post disaster losses of affected persons: 

An Overview of Approaches, Advantages, and Limitations 

Prof. Piyush Tiwari 

11:20 – 11:30 Break 
 

11:30 – 13:00 Session 2 

Post Disaster Reconstruction Practices: Select case studies 
from ASEAN countries 

 

Dr Riyanti Djalante 
(TBC) 

Prof. Piyush Tiwari 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Break 
 

14:00 – 15:20 Session 3 

Capability Approach: 

A method for normative evaluation of inequality, justice 

social and development policies 

Dr Jyoti Shukla 

15:20 – 15:30 Break 
 

15:30 – 16:50 Session 4 

Capability approach and post disaster 

reconstruction: A case study 

Dr Jyoti Shukla 

16:50 – 17:00 Closing Ceremony Dr KE Seetha Ram 

  


