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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. Pursuant to Article V(3)(a) of the Statute of the Asian Development Bank Institute 
(ADBI), this paper presents a three-year rolling work program for 2014–2016 including the 
budget for 2014, for the consideration and approval by the Board of Directors of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). 

2. ADBI’s institutional strategic focus is aligned with ADB’s Strategy 2020, following three 
priority themes under the overarching goal of poverty reduction: (i) inclusive and sustainable 
growth, (ii) regional cooperation and integration, and (iii) governance for policies and 
institutions.1 Private sector issues play a critical role as a driver of change and therefore cut 
across these themes. These three strategic priority themes, which were approved by the Board 
of Directors in December 2008, will continue to be the basis for all ADBI activities in 2014.  

II. ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK INSTITUTE’S VISION 

3. ADBI’s vision is to consolidate its position as the leading knowledge center for economic 
development in Asia and the Pacific, known for its excellence, originality, and professionalism. It 
aims to make a major addition to the intellectual capital of the region. It will achieve this vision 
by conducting research with a focus on medium- to long-term development issues of strategic 
importance that will affect the region, and through capacity building and training (CBT) activities 
that contribute to ADB’s overarching objective of poverty reduction. ADBI strives to be demand-
driven and to respond to relevant issues affecting its many stakeholders in the region in a 
timely, operationally relevant, and policy-oriented fashion. In January 2013, ADBI was ranked 
the sixth best government-affiliated think tank in the world in the annual Global Go To Think 
Tanks Report published by the University of Pennsylvania.2 

III. STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES AND APPROACH 

4. The objectives of ADBI are “to identify effective development strategies and to improve 
the capacity for sound development of the agencies and organizations” in ADB developing 
member countries (DMCs) engaged in development work.3 In doing so, ADBI will focus its 
activities on areas where it has a strategic advantage, such as the analysis of emerging policy 
issues from regional as well as medium- to long-term perspectives, and the facilitation of policy 
dialogue among senior DMC policy makers. It will seek to enhance its visibility, impact, and 
accessibility through new media outlets and refined knowledge products. It will strive to be a 
trusted source of insight, knowledge, and information to which policy makers, academics, and 
others interested in Asia’s development issues turn for guidance. 

5. ADBI will further improve the quality of its research output and CBT programs by 
focusing on fewer policy issues and addressing them more rigorously, submitting its work to 
impartial peer review, and following the recommendations of the special evaluation study of 
ADBI that was carried out in 2011.4 ADBI will continue to identify and respond to stakeholders’ 

                                                
1
  ADB. 2008. Strategy 2020: The Long-Term Strategic Framework of the Asian Development Bank, 2008–2020. 

Manila. 
2
  Think Tanks and Civil Society Program. 2013. Global Go To Think Tanks Report 2012. Philadelphia: University of 

Pennsylvania. 
3
 Statute of the ADB Institute, Article II. 

4  ADB. 2011. Special Evaluation Study: Performance of the Asian Development Bank Institute: Research, Capacity 

Building and Training, and Outreach and Knowledge Management. Manila.   
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specific research and CBT needs—assessed through regular needs surveys, post-event 
surveys, and networking with national think tanks that have frequent and direct contact with 
policy makers—to maximize the impact of its research and CBT activities. Particular attention 
will be given to projects with an interdisciplinary nature and interregional scope. 

6. ADBI produced and adopted a Results Framework in 2012. This is a critical tool in 
assessing ADBI’s ability to meet its objectives. It is the first results framework within ADB to 
assess knowledge management and the first among multilateral development banks to cover 
the three areas of research, CBT, and outreach. By establishing a set of measurable indicators 
across its range of activities, ADBI will make its strategic direction much clearer for stakeholders 
and for its own staff, who will be able to see how their individual achievements fit into ADBI’s 
broader picture. The Results Framework indicators are in Appendix 2 and are available on the 
ADBI website.  

7. In line with another recommendation of the special evaluation study, ADBI will 
strengthen synergies between its research and CBT activities. All major research projects will 
be jointly planned and designed by Research and CBT staff. Particular attention will be given to 
how a research project’s outputs can be used as material for ADBI training programs and policy 
dialogues. In this regard, CBT staff will join research projects from the beginning. Increasingly, 
CBT programs will be based on ADBI’s research projects. At the same time, research needs will 
be identified from the outcomes of CBT programs and can be developed into new research 
projects. Research staff will also provide support to CBT in the conduct of training programs and 
policy dialogues. The participation of ADBI staff in major activities should be encouraged and 
proactive. 

IV. ROLLING WORK PROGRAM FOR 2014–2016 

8. The identification of research and CBT activities for 2014–2016 was based on ADBI’s 
priority themes: inclusive and sustainable growth, regional cooperation and integration, and 
governance for policies and institutions.  

9. The prioritization of research and CBT programs was guided by (i) the needs of DMCs 
as gathered through the 2012 ADBI research and CBT needs survey,  
(ii) the relevance of the policy issues to the priority themes, (iii) suggestions by the ADB Budget 
Review Committee and the Board of Directors, (iv) advice provided by Advisory Council 
members, (v) the potential synergy between ADBI’s research and CBT activities, and (vi) the 
conclusions of ADBI’s annual retreat.  

A. Research  

10. ADBI research projects for 2014–2016 are clustered under four headings: crosscutting 
themes, inclusive and sustainable growth, regional cooperation and integration, and governance 
for policies and institutions. Collaboration between the Research and CBT Departments will be 
deepened through the development of training activities based on major research outputs and, 
where possible, incorporation of insights from CBT activities into future research studies. 
Collaboration with ADB headquarters (ADB-HQ) would also be increased through more joint 
studies.  

11. The projects are briefly described in the following paragraphs (Appendix 4 contains more 
detailed information). The policy recommendations that emerge from these research projects 
are expected to provide an environment conducive for private sector development. For example, 
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removing impediments to business activities and improving overall investment climates will 
provide more opportunities for the private sector to expand investment, employment, and output 
in the region. 

1. Projects with Crosscutting Themes 

12. ADBI will continue to work on its earlier flagship study and three major studies initiated in 
2012 and 2013.5 

(i) Connecting South Asia and Southeast Asia. This ADB-ADBI flagship study 
will analyze how closer connectivity and economic integration between South 
Asia and Southeast Asia can benefit both subregions, with a focus on the role 
played by physical infrastructure and public policies in facilitating this process. It 
will examine major developments in South Asia–Southeast Asia economic 
cooperation, the role of economic corridors, and regional cooperation initiatives. 
The study involves collaboration with think tanks and academics in Bangladesh, 
India, Myanmar, Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 

 (ii) Connecting Central Asia with Major Economic Centers. The Central Asian 
republics—endowed with rich natural resources and geographic advantages—
have a large potential to improve prosperity from closer economic ties with major 
economic centers. The study examines growing economic ties between Central 
Asia and major economies, and impediments to such economic ties, and 
explores the policy implications of expanding such ties. The issues may include, 
but are not limited to, the following aspects of economic ties: geographic 
advantages, economic diversification, foreign investment, trade policy and 
facilitation, finance, infrastructure, and institutions. 

(iii) Economic Ties between Asia and the Pacific and Other Developing Regions. 
Work will continue with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) on 
enhancing Asia–Latin America economic ties with a focus on assessing the role 
of the private sector. The scope will be expanded to include growing economic 
ties (in the areas of trade, investment, and finance) between economies in Asia 
and the Pacific and Latin America. It will also consider the role of public–private 
sector policies and institutional frameworks to enhance these interregional 
economic relationships as well as south–south cooperation. 

13. ADBI will initiate an additional flagship study in 2014 under the crosscutting theme.  

(i) Asia-Europe Economic Ties. This ADB-ADBI flagship study will focus on issues 
pertaining to the expansion of economic relations between Asia and Europe—
two of the world's pivotal economic regions—that can lead to mutually beneficial 
economic development. The study will analyze patterns of trade, foreign 
investment, and financial flows; linkages between economic ties and growth, 
including transmission of external shocks via trade and financial channels; 
regulatory, policy, and institutional barriers to closer economic relations; and 
economic effects of the spread of interregional free trade agreements, monetary 
and financial cooperation, and other economic cooperation initiatives, including 
positive and negative lessons from Europe’s integration experience. It will also 

                                                
5
 For a comprehensive description of all ADBI activities conducted in 2013, see Appendix 1. 
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explore policy options to promote closer economic ties between Asia and Europe 
in the future. The study will involve collaboration among think tanks in Asia and 
Europe.  

2. Projects on Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 

14. This priority theme will have one new study.  

(i) Financing Infrastructure. Improved infrastructure is a key to supporting 

sustainable growth. Past ADB–ADBI research has identified demands for 
infrastructure investment of $8.3 trillion—or $750 billion per year—in Asia 
between 2010 and 2020; however, this well outstrips the amounts that can be 
financed by the public sector or by multilateral institutions. To promote increased 
private sector financing of infrastructure investment requires strengthened 
frameworks and innovative policies for public–private partnerships. Development 
of cross-border institutions to finance infrastructure is a complementary approach. 
The new study will identify the benefits of infrastructure investment, problems 
with bottlenecks, and possible sources of infrastructure finance, and make policy 
recommendations to ease those bottlenecks. This study will be implemented in 
collaboration with infrastructure financing institutions including other multilateral 
development banks. 

3. Projects on Regional Cooperation and Integration 

15. This priority theme will have four major studies (three on-going studies and one new 
study) and one conference. 

(i) Currency Internationalization: Lessons and Prospects for the RMB. This 
study aims to examine the extent and pace of renminbi (RMB) 
internationalization and how the experiences of other important international 
currencies can provide guidance and lessons on its likely path and prospects. 
The study examines the implications of a greater role for the renminbi in 
international trade, investment, and financial transactions for the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) economy, its neighboring and distant economies, and 
the global configuration of major reserve currencies, particularly the renminbi’s 
potential challenge to the supremacy of the US dollar in the international 
monetary system. The study involves collaboration with universities and think 
tanks in the PRC such as the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Peking 
University, Tsinghua University, and the Central University of Finance and 
Economics in Beijing.  

(ii) The Future of the World Trading System: Asian Perspectives. This study will 
comprehensively examine the key changes occurring in the world trading system 
and trace policy implications for Asia. It will study the following: (a) patterns and 
drivers of production networks; (b) reforms of World Trade Organization (WTO) 
rules and processes; (c) patterns of free trade agreements (FTAs), consolidation 
of FTAs into larger region-wide agreements, and ways of multilateralizing FTAs; 
and (d) the economic effects of new forms of commercial and industrial policies. 
The Graduate Institute, Geneva and the WTO are among the key collaborators in 
the study.   
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(iii) Roundtable on Capital Market Developments. The roundtable will be carried 
out with ADBI’s CBT Department and the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), and will review developments related to the 
impact of global regulatory reforms emerging in response to the global financial 
and economic crisis in Asia, including macroeconomic policy, and regulatory and 
corporate governance issues.  

(iv) Mega-regionals and New Trade Issues. This new study will analyze the 
economic effects of the emergence of large regional and cross-regional FTAs for 
Asia and the Pacific including the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP), the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), and the Japan-
European Union Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). These agreements will 
deal with a broader range of new trade issues (covering investment, intellectual 
property, competition, labor standards, and the environment) not present in 
existing FTAs or WTO agreements, and thus set the standard for Asia's trade 
rules for the decade to come. The study will examine the motivation and 
evolution of mega-regionals; analyze the possible contents of mega-regionals; 
estimate economic effects of mega-regionals using modeling methods; explore 
possible business impacts of mega-regionals; assess the coherence between 
mega-regionals and global trade rules under the WTO; and chart policy 
implications for Asia and the Pacific.  

(v) Economic and Financial Cooperation Issues in Northeast Asia. This 
conference will examine issues related to economic and financial cooperation 
among the PRC, Republic of Korea, and Japan. These include the development 
of a PRC-Republic of Korea-Japan FTA, which would be a key element of the 
move toward a RCEP. A background study will identify bottlenecks and obstacles 
to progress in this area, and make policy recommendations.  

4. Projects on Governance for Policies and Institutions 

16. One study will be completed and a new one launched under this priority theme. 

(i) Disaster Risk Management in Asia and the Pacific. This mostly completed 
study examines how emerging economies in Asia can cooperate to improve 
disaster risk management, including adopting effective pre-emptive strategies to 
minimize disaster impacts, strengthening frameworks for disaster response, 
improving the effectiveness of disaster reconstruction, and developing new 
financial instruments and institutions to help cover the costs of such activities. 
Lessons from recent disasters will be identified.  

(ii) Financial Regulation, Tax Harmonization, Integration, and Financial 
Inclusion. The purpose of this new study is to identify approaches to promoting 
financial development, financial stability, financial integration, tax harmonization, 
and financial inclusion in Asia. The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) is the 
most advanced example of such cooperation, but progress has been slow, and 
there is also a need to develop a strategy to extend integration and tax 
harmonization measures to other parts of Asia. The study will identify bottlenecks 
to greater financial stability and integration, microprudential and macroprudential 
policy challenges, and make policy recommendations to both enhance the 
effectiveness of the AEC and to examine how it might be used as a template to 
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be extended to other parts of Asia. The study will also examine recent trends in 
microfinance for both individuals and firms in emerging Asian economies; 
institutional and regulatory barriers to the expansion of microfinance; financial 
stability risks associated with the expansion of microfinance; and policy options 
to reform the regulation of microfinance to encourage its expansion without 
jeopardizing financial stability. 

17. In implementing these studies, ADBI has put in place quality control mechanisms, in line 
with the recommendation of the special evaluation report, at each stage of its study (Appendix 
5). It will seek more collaboration with departments at ADB-HQ and will investigate the potential 
to establish more formal institutional links and networks with selected knowledge partners based 
in DMCs, building on existing agreements between ADB-HQ and think tanks and organizations. 
In view of integrating innovations, such as the flagship and major projects that have crosscutting 
themes and involve relatively large amounts of resources, ADBI will continue to explore how to 
improve the efficiency of planning and undertaking timely and compact research projects. 

5. Other Activities 

18. Annual Conference. ADBI, in partnership with ADB-HQ departments, expects to 
maintain the tradition of holding annual conferences throughout the three-year rolling work 
program (2014–2016) to share the results of selected major research activities with policy 
makers and the public. 

19. Visiting Researcher Program. This program is run competitively for researchers from 
ADB's DMCs. In addition, ADBI engages a small number of outstanding scholars and other 
researchers from all ADB member countries as visiting fellows, visiting scholars, and visiting 
researchers to participate in ADBI's research activities. 

20. The ADBI Young Researchers Program on Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. 
This program was first held in summer 2013 and will continue annually. The objective of the 
program is to bring together young and promising researchers mainly from ADB’s DMCs to 
discuss innovative research on important microeconomic and macroeconomic development 
issues facing Asia and the Pacific and to facilitate the sharing of ideas and views on these 
issues. Fourteen young researchers will be presenting their papers for this program each year. 

21. Distinguished Speaker Seminar Series. This series aims to invite eminent persons to 
ADBI premises to encourage debate among policy makers, researchers, academics, think 
tanks, and other audiences interested in economic development challenges in Asia and the 
Pacific. Efforts are made to identify and invite internationally renowned scholars and experts to 
discuss development issues of interest to DMCs.6

 

22. Other seminars. ADBI hosts seminars given by other scholars, visiting fellows, and 
ADBI staff. ADBI staff also make numerous outside presentations to senior officials’ meetings, 
academic conferences, think tank seminars, and other events (69 such presentations in 2013).  

B. Capacity Building and Training 

23. The purpose of CBT programs is to help promote effective development planning and 
management by mid- and senior-level officials in ADB DMCs. In particular, CBT programs 

                                                
6
  To date six Nobel Laureates have spoken at ADBI: Lawrence R. Klein, Paul Krugman, A. Michael Spence, Joseph 

Stiglitz, Oliver E. Williamson, and Muhammad Yunus. 
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attempt to: (i) enhance the awareness and understanding of DMC government officials on 
important development policy issues on the three ADBI strategic priority themes; (ii) improve 
wider understanding of the challenges DMCs face in policy choices and implementation; (iii) 
introduce appropriate policy proposals or measures to address these issues; (iv) share effective 
practices and country experiences in implementing these policies and measures; (v) provide an 
effective forum for policy dialogue and information sharing among DMC officials and other 
stakeholders; and (vi) help build consensus among DMC policy makers and stakeholders on 
key priority issues. 

24. Since the beginning of 2012, ADBI has classified its CBT activities into three formats: 
policy dialogue, course-based training, and e-learning for the effective delivery and transfer of 
knowledge. Policy dialogue focuses on key emerging development policy issues, which are 
essential to the development of DMCs, and promotes understanding among senior policy 
makers on these issues. Most policy dialogue programs are organized in collaboration with the 
ADBI Research Department. Course-based training provides coherent, systematic, and practical 
knowledge and skills, which can improve the capacity of mid-level policy makers in DMCs in 
terms of policy analysis, design, execution, and assessment. It also provides good policy 
practices. E-learning uses the Internet and social media as learning tools to maximize the 
participation of government officials and practitioners in DMCs. 

25. Concerning the CBT needs of DMCs identified through the annual needs survey, priority 
will be given to issues that are common or regional in nature, and those that can be addressed 
by CBT resources—either through the skill mix of ADBI’s CBT and Research Departments, or 
with ADB-HQ departments and partner organizations. Activities in the area of inclusive and 
sustainable growth will focus on issues surrounding low-carbon growth strategies and climate 
change adaptation, financial inclusion and innovation, public–private partnerships in 
infrastructure development and management, and water resource management. Under the 
theme of regional cooperation and integration, activities will focus on issues related to trade 
facilitation and service trade liberalization, global supply chains and new industrial policies, 
capital mobility and capital market integration in Asia, and monetary and financial reform and 
cooperation in Asia. Activities in the area of governance for policies and institutions will include 
building institutions for water resource management, building institutions for disaster 
management and prevention, strengthening competition policies in emerging Asia, financial 
regulation and supervision, and fiscal policy and public debt sustainability. The CBT Department 
will work closely with the Research Department to jointly organize policy dialogues and 
increasingly develop training workshops from ADBI’s major research projects. 

26. Priority areas and training programs during 2014–2016 are summarized in Appendix 6. 
These training programs will be designed and organized jointly or in collaboration with the ADBI 
Research Department, ADB-HQ departments, and knowledge partners, based on their 
knowledge products and skills.  

1. Activities on Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 

27. Many DMCs are faced with rising income disparities and environmental deterioration. 
Achieving inclusive and sustainable growth remains a top priority for DMCs. The CBT 
Department will continue to support inclusive and sustainable growth in Asia and the Pacific 
through promoting new development strategies and sharing good practices and country 
experiences on environmentally sustainable development, financial inclusion, public–private 
partnership, and water resources management. Under the theme Inclusive and Sustainable 
Growth, CBT policy dialogues and training programs for 2014–2016 will focus on low-carbon 
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green growth, climate change adaptation, financial inclusion and innovation, fundamentals of 
microfinance, and project design and evaluation of public–private partnerships in infrastructure.  

2. Activities in Regional Cooperation and Integration 

28. CBT activities will focus on regional financial market integration, trade, investment 
facilitation and integration, and regional production networks. The CBT Department will 
collaborate with the Research Department, ADB’s knowledge and regional departments, and 
other knowledge partners on joint policy dialogues and training programs to enhance the 
capacity of DMCs to negotiate, adjust to, and productively participate in regional economic 
integration. This will allow DMCs to benefit more fully from the integration process and thus 
reduce development gaps. Specific issues and needs to be addressed include trade facilitation 
and service trade liberalization, free trade and investment agreements and regional economic 
integration, capital mobility and capital market integration, and monetary and financial 
cooperation.  

3. Activities on Governance for Policies and Institutions  

29. Activities under this theme will continue to focus on governance and institution building 
for market economies, public goods and services, and sustainable development. CBT programs 
will be designed in collaboration with government agencies, international organizations, and 
international development agencies to promote best practices in disaster management and 
prevention, integrated water resource management, fiscal policy, and public debt sustainability. 
Policy dialogues on banking supervision and regulations will provide a regional platform for 
policy makers in Asia to share their views and experiences. Other activities under this theme will 
promote best practices and issues related to public governance. Specific issues and needs 
include governance in disaster management and prevention, competition policies and 
enforcement, effective investment frameworks, regulations governing micro and small and 
medium-sized enterprise finance, and water resource management and governance. 

C. Integrated Programming 

1. Collaboration with ADB Headquarters 

30. During 2014–2016, ADBI will conduct most of its major research projects and some CBT 
programs jointly with ADB-HQ departments. This includes the new 2014 flagship study Asia–
Europe Economic Ties as well as capacity building activities in climate change adaptation, the 
Millennium Development Goals, public–private partnerships, macroeconomic policy 
management, FTAs, and macroeconomic and financial market surveillance. ADBI will also 
increase collaboration with ADB-HQ departments in organizing important events, such as the 
ADBI Annual Conference and research seminars. To strengthen ADBI’s collaboration with ADB-
HQ departments and to take advantage of the expertise and experience of its professionals, 
ADBI will circulate information about projects to the knowledge departments and relevant 
operational divisions at ADB-HQ and involve more professionals in research and CBT projects. 
As recommended in the special evaluation study, formal contact points have been appointed in 
ADBI and departments at ADB-HQ to establish more structured communications. ADBI staff will 
also serve as peer reviewers of ADB projects and participate in some communities of practice. 
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2. Collaboration with Other Organizations  

31. ADBI will scale up its cooperation with likeminded institutions and think tanks regionally 
and globally to improve the quality of ADBI’s research and increase the institute’s visibility. ADBI 
will continue to establish formal and informal relationships with renowned think tanks. 
Organizations that collaborate with ADBI, many of which have signed formal agreements to 
cooperate, include those in the box below, ADBI Partners in 2012 and 2013. 

3. Asia Think Tank Summit 

32. ADBI will build on the success of the first ever Asia Think Tank Summit, which it co-
hosted in June 2013 with the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program of the University of 
Pennsylvania, by holding a follow-up summit in the first half of 2014. The event will enable think 
tank heads and senior officials to further discuss and take action on how think tanks can 
develop and provide policy-oriented research and analysis to government policy makers and the 
public. 

4. Internship Programs 

33. As part of its outreach activities and contribution to the advancement of future leaders 
from the region, ADBI receives international interns from selected universities largely based in 
Japan. Professional members of staff mentor interns from DMCs who contribute to various 
programs and prepare an independent essay. 
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D. Outreach and Knowledge Dissemination 

34. ADBI will continue to be active in raising the profile of the institute among our 
development partners and within ADB. It will also continue efforts to disseminate broadly its 
research results as well as training, seminar, and conference outputs through multiple channels 
including media, publications, ADBI.org, and social media. 

35. ADBI enjoys close relations with numerous regional and international think tanks, as well 
as other organizations in Asia and the Pacific. For 2014–2016, ADBI will strengthen links with 
key think tanks and expand its network of ADBI partner institutions. 

1. Media 

36. The media is an effective channel for raising ADBI’s profile and promoting ADBI as a 
trusted source of insight, knowledge, and information on development strategies. ADBI will 
continue to develop relations with top-tier international and regional media to improve the 
institute’s visibility and dissemination. 

 
ADBI Partners in 2012 and 2013 

 
International organizations: European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD); Inter-
American Development Bank (IADB); International Monetary Fund (IMF); Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD), including its Task Team on South–South Cooperation; 
World Bank, including its Tokyo Development Learning Center (TDLC); World Trade Organization 
(WTO) 
 
Regional organizations: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), including its Business 
Advisory Council and its secretariat; Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), including its 
secretariat; Network of Asian River Basin Organizations (NARBO); Mekong Institute 
 
National government agencies: Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID); Bank 
of Italy (Representative Office in Tokyo); Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC); Japan 
Fair Trade Commission (JFTC); Financial Services Agency (FSA), Japan; Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA); Japan Water Agency; Ministry of Finance, Japan 
 
Think tanks, universities, and other knowledge institutions: Australian APEC Study Centre, 
RMIT University, Australia; Australian National University; Brookings Institution; Bruegel, Brussels; 
Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI); Centre d’Etudes Prospectives et d’Informations 
Internationales (CEPII); Chatham House, UK; Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS); 
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), Indonesia; Indian Council for 
Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER); Istituto Superiore Mario Boella (ISMB), 
Italy; Korea University; National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), US; Peterson Institute for 
International Economics; Politecnico di Torino, Italy; Myanmar Development Research Institute 
(MDRI); Policy Research Institute, Ministry of Finance, Japan 
 
Memorandum of understanding partners: Australian APEC Study Center at RMIT University; 
Bruegel, Belgium; Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany; Centre d'Etudes Prospectives et d'Informations 
Internationales (CEPII), France; Chinese Academy of Social Sciences - Institute of World 
Economics and Politics (CASS-IWEP); Centre for East Asian Studies at Korea University; Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore; Waseda University, Japan; Zhejiang University, PRC. 
 
Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
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37. In line with the ADBI results framework, ADBI will continue collecting data on media 
mentions for both ADBI and its staff. Monitoring is done daily and tabulated on a monthly basis.  

38. Efforts will also continue to ensure more republication of Asia Pathways posts in regional 
and mainstream media. 

2. Publications 

39. ADBI publishes its research outputs in the form of books, reports, and working papers. 
Other institutional publications include the annual Year in Review, ADBI News, and the 
academic journal, Asian Development Review, which is now jointly produced with ADB’s 
Economics and Research Department.  

40. For 2014–2016, ADBI plans to publish 8–12 books a year. ADBI books are generally 
published under the ADBI imprint or as co-publications with external publishers. For co-
publications, ADBI will seek a balance between the publisher’s need to make a commercial 
return and ADBI’s obligation to offer scholars in DMCs access to information for free or at low 
cost. 

41. Books published solely under the ADBI imprint are made available for immediate free 
download from ADBI.org and co-publications are generally time-embargoed before being made 
freely available.  

42. ADBI books will continue to be promoted and disseminated through multiple channels, 
including free downloads on ADBI.org; complimentary distribution to various stakeholders; 
reviews in journals; leaflets, posters, and other marketing materials; cooperation with publishing 
partners; and translations of select titles.  

43. Over the next 3 years, ADBI will also expand its publications dissemination through a 
greater presence in online electronic repositories, book distributorship arrangements that 
improve the availability of ADBI products, an annual ADBI publications catalog that showcases 
key outputs, and greater engagement with ADB such as through placing ADBI books on the 
ADB publications website and cross-marketing publications. 

44. Working papers are a key way for ADBI to package and disseminate its research 
outputs, and many eventually become chapters in ADBI publications or are accepted as articles 
by refereed journals. ADBI intends to continue publishing about 60 working papers a year. 
Working papers will also continue to be distributed electronically through the ADBI website and 
other external repositories including IDEAS, EconomistsOnline, EconPapers, the Social Science 
Research Network (SSRN), and Scribd. 

3. ADBI.org 

45. ADBI.org is a key dissemination tool. For most individuals, it is the face of ADBI. Strong 
efforts will continue to keep the website current with the latest updates on ADBI activities, 
events, and outputs, and to serve as a repository for all published outputs and event materials. 

46. An increasing number of people are choosing to obtain ADBI content from third-party 
sites linked to ADBI.org. Recognizing this trend, ADBI will actively promote our freely available 
publications and documents to external partners so that they too can link to our website pages. 
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47. ADBI also uses its website as a platform for subscribing to ADBI’s daily developing news 
digest e-newsline and the e-notification service. To help subscription numbers increase, the 
website will more actively promote e-newsline and e-notification.  

4. Social Media 

48. Social media is an increasingly important tool to communicate with external audiences; it 
is borderless, instantaneous, and interactive. It allows ADBI to share and exchange ideas, 
knowledge, and opinion with others in an open online environment. Social media strengthens 
relationships with stakeholders. 

49. ADBI is currently active on the social media sites Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube, and 
ADBI hosts its own blog, Asia Pathways. An increasing number of users are being seen on all 
these channels and efforts will continue to develop a stronger social media presence and 
integrate social media into day-to-day workflow. 

5. Outreach 

50. ADBI will continue to send its experts to lecture at the Asian Public Policy Program, 
Hitotsubashi University, and the Graduate School of Public Policy, University of Tokyo. 
 

V. STAFF AND BUDGET FRAMEWORK 
 

A. Staffing 

51. At the end of 2013, ADBI is expected to have 53 personnel—the Dean, 15 professional 
staff, 5 supporting staff, 3 consultants, 3 project consultants, 12 temporary staff, 3 editors, 8 
research associates, 2 information technology help desk staff, and 1 professional seconded 
from the Japan Water Agency—representing 19 nationalities.  

52. In addition to these staff, ADBI had 6 interns and 4 visiting fellows for various terms 
throughout 2013. 

B. Budget Framework 

53. The budget proposed for 2014 is $16.204 million (Table 1), 2% lower than the 2013 
budget estimate. This is also 15% lower than the 2013 budget, mainly due to depreciation of the 
yen. The allocation for the program expenses budget ($5.054 million) has increased slightly. 
The allocation for the internal administrative expenses budget ($11.150 million) has decreased 
by 2%.  

1. Resources 

54. In June 2013, Japan contributed ¥672.0695 million, and ADBI expects to receive a 
contribution of the same amount in December.  

55. During August 2012–June 2013, ADBI recovered approximately $70,000 of its expenses 
from reimbursements made by Agence Française de Développement (AFD) toward ADBI’s 
special activity on supporting development in CLMV countries. Negotiations are continuing with 
AFD for similar cost recovery support or contributions for July 2013–March 2014. ADBI is also 
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seeking further voluntary contributions and cost recovery from other potential donors and 
partners in order to consolidate ADBI’s financial strength and broaden its financial base. 

2. Program Expenses Budget 

56. The program expenses budget of $5.054 million comprises $3.037 million for the 
Research Department and $2.017 million for the CBT Department. The proposed 2014 program 
budget will enable ADBI to (i) initiate new projects, including the flagship project on Asia–Europe 
Economic Ties; (ii) continue ongoing projects; (iii) organize a number of conferences, some of 
which have been strongly requested by prominent organizations; (iv) publish books on projects 
that are being concluded; (v) conduct dissemination and training activities for these projects; (vi) 
organize policy dialogues on key contemporary development policy issues; (vii) organize a 
variety of course-based training activities for policy makers; and (viii) conduct e-learning 
activities for government officials and practitioners. ADBI will seek to minimize the expenses of 
these activities, for example, by organizing events together and sharing costs with co-hosts and 
partners.   

57. Total program-related internal administrative expenses, such as staff costs and business 
travel for ADBI as a whole, amount to $6.752 million ($2.895 million for the Research 
Department, $2.077 million for the CBT Department, and $1.780 million for the Administration, 
Management, and Coordination Department), or 42% of the overall budget. If these expenses 
are included, the total for program-related expenses is $11.806 million, or 73% of the total 
budget (Table 2). 

3. Internal Administrative Expenses Budget 

58. The internal administrative expenses (IAE) budget proposed for 2014 is $11.150 million. 
All IAE budget line items including staff costs (down by 3%) have decreased.  

59. Advisory Council. The budget for the Advisory Council is mainly travel expenditures of 
the council members for two meetings, one at ADBI in the spring and one at ADB-HQ in the fall. 

60. Staff Costs. Staff costs comprise the salaries and benefits of staff. ADBI will maintain 
cost effectiveness in personnel management.  

61. Business Travel. The business travel budget comprises the business travel 
expenditures of staff. ADBI will continuously make efforts to minimize business travel expenses, 
such as by organizing similar events together.  

62. Administrative Expenses. 

(i) Office Occupancy. ADBI will continue to make efforts in negotiating with the 
building owner to contain the office occupancy budget.  

 
(ii) Depreciation. ADBI depreciates the cost for past capital expenditure items such 

as its accounting system and equipment for information technology integration 
with ADB-HQ.  

 
(iii) Office Equipment. Office equipment expenses are mainly for information 

technology services, including maintenance of the network and telephone 
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systems, and preparation for and implementation of conferences and workshops 
at ADBI. ADBI finished replacing its servers and work stations in 2013.  

 
(iv) Contractual Services. Contractual services include external auditor fees and 

social security services. 
  

(v) Library. The library budget includes the cost of databases, books, periodicals, 
and other publications needed for research and CBT activities. 
  

(vi) Office Supplies. In accordance with local preparedness practices, ADBI recently 
completed stocking of emergency food, drinks, and other essential supplies in 
case of a natural disaster. Also, ADBI encourages its staff to minimize the use of 
office supplies through, for example, the practice of double-sided copying and 
making repeated use of semi-durable goods.  

63. General Contingency. About 3% of the IAE budget is set aside as a contingency to 
provide for unforeseen expenditures. 
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Table 1: 2014 Budget 
($’000) 

 
  2012  2013  2014      

Item  
Actual 

(A)  
Budget 

(B)  
Estimate 

(C)  
Budget 

(D)  
Change (%) 

(D/B)                   (D/C) 

A. Program Expenses              

  Research   3,591   3,972  3,035  3,037  (24)   0 

  Capacity building and training  1,816   2,635   2,015  2,017  (24)   0 

 Subtotal (A)  5,408   6,607   5,050  5,054  (24)   0 

                

B. Internal Administrative Expenses            

  Advisory Council   77   108   101   100  (7)   (1) 

  Staff costs    5,951   6,446   6,431   6,270  (3)   (3) 

               

  Business travel   460   590   410   379   (36)   (8) 

  Representation   5   4   4   3   (29)   (25) 
  Administrative 
expenses  4,618   5,018   4,459  4,073   (19)  

 
(9) 

Office occupancy  3,667   3,768   3,390  3,237  (14)   (5) 

Depreciation   67   125     108  105   (16)   (3) 

Office equipment  673   829   726   520  (37)   (28) 

Contractual services  47   62   44   40  (35)   (9) 

Library   51   101   68  62  (39)   (9) 

Communication   63   79   71  65  (18)   (8) 

Office supplies   30   32   30   22  (31)   (27) 

Fire insurance   4   4   4  4  (11)   0 

Bank charges   18   18   18  18  0   0 

 General contingency  0   365   0   325   (11)   - 

 Subtotal (B)  11,110   12,531  11,405  11,150  (11)   (2) 

 
 Total 
(A+B)  16,518    19,138  16,455  16,204    (15)  

 
(2) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

( ) = negative 
Notes: 
1. In June 2013, Japan contributed ¥672.0695 million, and the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) expects to 
receive a contribution of the same amount in December. 
2. During August 2012–June 2013, ADBI recovered approximately $70,000 of its expenses from reimbursements 
made by Agence Française de Développement (AFD) toward ADBI’s special activity on supporting development in 
Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, and Viet Nam. Negotiations are continuing with AFD for 
similar cost recovery support or contributions for July 2013–March 2014. 
3. ADBI earns additional income of a few thousand dollars for items such as speaking fees at conferences.    
Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
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Table 2: 2014 Budget by Program 
($’000) 

 

AMC = Administration, Management, and Coordination Department, CBT = Capacity Building and Training  
Department, IAE = internal administrative expenses. 
Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 

VI. RECOMMENDATION 

64. In accordance with the Statute of ADBI, I hereby recommend that the Board approve the 
Asian Development Bank Institute’s 2014 work program and its budget amounting to 
$16,204,000. 

 

 

Takehiko Nakao 
President 

  
 

14 November 2013 
 

 
  

Item  Research      CBT    AMC        Total   % 

A. Program Expenses 3,037  2,017  0  5,054  31 

            

B. Program-Related IAE          

            

  Staff cost 2,667  1,884  1,719  6,270   

  

Business travel, 
Representation, and 
Advisory Council  228  193  61  482   

            

  Subtotal (B) 2,895  2,077  1,780  6,752  42 

            

 Subtotal (A+B) 5,932  4,094  1,780  11,806  73 

            

C. Administrative Expenses       4,073  25 

            

D. General Contingency       325  2 

            

Total (A+B+C+D)       16,204  100 
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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK INSTITUTE ACTIVITIES IN 20137 

A. Research 

1. Research activities conducted in 2013 were primarily focused on completing research 
studies initiated before and during the year. These research studies addressed emerging 
development issues that crosscut the three priority themes of the Asian Development Bank 
Institute (ADBI). It is expected that the outputs of major studies will be developed into future 
capacity building and training (CBT) activities. 

 (i) Flagship Study: Connecting South Asia and Southeast Asia. This is a joint 
flagship study of ADBI and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) South Asia 
Department, Southeast Asia Department, Economics and Research Department 
(ERD), and Office of Regional Economic Integration (OREI), as well as other 
stakeholders. It aims to use the opening up of Myanmar to revisit issues involved 
in enhancing trade, infrastructure, and financial links between South Asia and 
Southeast Asia. The outputs of the study, to be published in 2014, will be used 
for CBT activities. 

(ii) Disaster Risk Management in Asia and the Pacific. This major study aims to 
contribute to ADB’s ongoing efforts to mainstream disaster risk management 
(DRM) in its lending strategies; help developing member country (DMC) 
governments integrate DRM into their national development strategies; 
encourage regional cooperation for DRM; identify priorities and provide policy 
recommendations; and address issues in the design, implementation, and 
financing of effective DRM programs. The study is being jointly coordinated by 
ADBI and ADB’s Regional and Sustainable Development Department (RSDD) in 
collaboration with ADB headquarters (ADB-HQ) regional departments. Research 
results will be published in 2014. 

(iii) Currency Internationalization: Lessons and Prospects for the RMB. This 
major study aims to provide a broad and comprehensive examination of the 
implications to Asia of the internationalization of the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) renminbi (RMB). It is being conducted by ADBI in collaboration with ADB’s 
ERD, OREI, and East Asia Department. The study’s research results will be 
published in 2014.  

(iv) The Future of the World Trading System: Asian Perspectives. This major 
study will provide a broad and comprehensive examination of key changes in the 
world trading system and their implications for Asia. It is jointly coordinated by 
ADBI and the World Trade Organization (WTO) with the participation of ADB-HQ 
departments and think tanks. Research results will be published during 2013 and 
2014.  

 (v) Central Asia in Global and Regional Integration. This major study will analyze 
the economic performance of the Central Asian republics, the role of factor 
movements and institutions, and potential ways to improve connectivity between 
Central Asia and major economic centers in the next decade. The study will be 

                                                
7
 Generally, information in this report is as of 15 November 2013; however, for data collected on a monthly basis, the 

cut-off date is 30 September 2013.    
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conducted jointly with ADB’s Central and West Asia Department and the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). Results of the 
study will be published in 2014. 

(vi) Pacific Economies: Leveraging the Benefits of Asia’s Growth and 
Integration. This study analyzes the benefits from growth opportunities offered 
to Pacific developing countries by regional integration in Asia. It analyzes 
economic linkages between East and Southeast Asia and the Pacific (e.g., trade 
and investment), new economic opportunities, and key impediments (e.g., 
infrastructure, skills, and institutions). It also explores policy implications. The 
study is jointly coordinated by ADBI and ADB’s Pacific Department. 

 
(vii) Services Trade. This study sought to examine the growth of trade in services in 

the region and the various regulatory barriers to services trade expansion. The 
study analyzed emerging new services sectors and made recommendations for 
future expansion. 

1. Events 

2. ADBI has made efforts to broaden its institutional partners and to hold conferences and 
other events to reach out to policy makers and other stakeholders and, at the same time, to 
reduce the costs of implementing projects. As of 15 November 2013, 39 major events had been 
completed (Table A1.1). Planned major events for the rest of 2013 are in Table A1.2. 

3. Some of the events included in Table A1.1 are described below: 

(i) ADBI–MoF PRI joint conference, “Fiscal Rule or Fiscal Crisis – Challenges 
to Fiscal Consolidation from a Global Perspective” (17 January 2013). The 
purpose of the conference was to analyze the determinants of successful fiscal 
policy consolidation and the basis for fiscal rules to assure fiscal sustainability 
over the economic cycle. The conference gathered well-known scholars and 
experts on fiscal policy and actively promoted a discussion on relevant issues 
which were expected to contribute to the theoretical and empirical literature and 
regional policy dialogue.  

(ii) ADBI–Japan Financial Services Agency joint conference, “Strengthening 
the Asian Financial Sector toward Sustainable and Inclusive Growth” (8 
March 2013). The objective of the conference was to engage high-level 
academics, think tank scholars, policy makers, and practitioners in effectively 
designing regulatory and policy frameworks that will promote financial system 
development and stability. Experts in the Asian financial sector were invited to 
give talks on issues related to strengthening financial institutions and financial 
inclusion. 

(iii) ADBI–WTO–Graduate Institute Geneva joint conference, “The Future of the 
World Trading System”: Asian Perspectives (11–12 March 2013). The 
conference was organized by ADBI in collaboration with the Center for Trade and 
Economic Integration (CTEI) Graduate Institute and WTO. The conference aimed 
to actively promote a broad and comprehensive examination of the changes in 
the multilateral trading system from the perspective of Asia. 
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(iv) FTA Forum in Qingdao, PRC (20 June 2013). This activity tackled free trade 
agreements (FTAs) in Asian countries against the backdrop of emerging 
production networks in this region and changing dynamics after the 2008 
financial crisis. It was attended by participants from the WTO, United Nations, 
ADB and ADBI. Governors from the central and local governments of the PRC, 
academics, and media representatives were also present. 

(v) Policy Dialogue, “Disaster Risk Management” (24 June 2013). The main 
objectives of the conference were to review the new drafts for the book and 
discuss crosscutting issues. Working in collaboration with ADB’s RSDD, policy 
makers from member countries were invited to provide their perspectives on the 
issues. 

(vi) Singapore Economic Review Conference (6–8 August 2013). An ADBI 
plenary was conducted with the title “Production Networks: Trade, Finance and 
Policy Implications.” Its purpose was to disseminate ADBI works and to organize 
a discussion platform on production networks relevant to regional cooperation 
and integration in Asia and across other regions. ADBI panelists were also 
invited for the Macroeconomics and the Monetary Environment and Pacific 
Economic Outlook plenary sessions. ADBI Dean Masahiro Kawai opened the 
conference with a Distinguished Speaker Speech. The conference was 
organized by the Economic Society of Singapore, Singapore Economic Review, 
and Nanyang Technological University. 

(vii) Interim Workshop on the New ADBI Study “Currency Internationalization: 
Lessons and Prospects for the RMB” (8 August 2013). Presentations were 
given by the PRC and international experts on the topic of renminbi 
internationalization, including preconditions for the renminbi to become an 
international currency; projections of the future path and trajectory of the 
internationalization of the renminbi; its impact on the PRC, neighboring 
economies, and the international monetary system; and other key issues.  

(viii) ADBI Young Researchers Program on Microeconomics and 
Macroeconomics: Issues and Challenges Confronting Asia (29–30 August 
2013). ADBI organized two research seminars, one on Macroeconomic Issues in 
Development and the other on Microeconomic Issues in Development. The two 
research seminars were targeted at providing a forum for early-career 
researchers from the Asian region to discuss innovative theoretical and 
evidence-based research on microeconomic and macroeconomic issues relevant 
to the Asian region and facilitate the sharing of ideas and views on these issues. 

(ix) ADBI–ICRIER–KAS joint conference, “Governance and Development: Views 
from G20 Countries” (17–19 September). This conference focused on topics of 
interest for Asian Group of Twenty (G20) economies following the St. Petersburg 
G20 Summit, including food security, energy sustainability, reform of the global 
financial system, trade and protectionism, and growth and employment. 
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Table A1.1: Completed Major Events, 1 January–15 November 2013 

Event 
Institutional 

Partner 
Location Date 

Theme: Crosscutting   

ADBI Seminar – "The Next Steps for APEC: An 
Assessment and Way Forward" 

  Tokyo 28 Jan 2013 

Asian Development Review (ADR) Conference ADB Manila 25–26 Mar 2013 

Asian Development Outlook (ADO) Seminar 
JRO, ADB 
(ERD) 

Tokyo 25 Apr 2013 

Seminar at ADB Annual Conference – 
"Connecting South and Southeast Asia" 

  Delhi 05 May 2013 

Asian Think Tank Summit (with CBT) TTCSP Tokyo 07 Jun 2013 

Economic Linkages of Pacific Island Countries 
with East Asia 

  Tokyo 18 Jun 2013 

Enhancing Agricultural Productivity in CLMV 
Countries: Opportunities and Challenges 

  Manila 19 Jun 2013 

FTA Forum ADB Qingdao 20 Jun 2013 

DSS by Amitav Acharya, "Power Shift or 
Paradigm Shift: Asian and World Order" 

  Tokyo 01 Jul 2013 

Second ADR Conference ADB (ERD) Manila 1–2 Aug 2013 

Workshop on Connecting South Asia and 
Southeast Asia 

ADB (OREI) Tokyo 08 Aug 2013 

ADBI-PRI Young Researchers Seminar PRI Tokyo 28 Aug 2013 

ADBI Young Researchers Program on Micro 
and Macroeconomics Seminar – 
"Macroeconomic Issues and Challenges 
Confronting Asia" 

  Tokyo 29–30 Aug 2013 

Policy Dialogue – "Connecting South Asia and 
Southeast Asia" (with CBT) 

ADB (SARD, 
SERD, OREI) 

Manila 26 Sep 2013 

DSS by Takatoshi Ito, "Abenomics: 
Controversy, Progress, and Prospects" 

ADBI Tokyo 15 Oct 2013 

Technical Conference – "Connecting South 
Asia and Southeast Asia" 

ADB  Manila 6–7 Nov 2013 

ADBI Seminar – "Abenomics and the Changing 
Dynamics of Asian Economies" 
 

ADB, PRC 
Resident 
Mission 

Beijing 13 Nov 2013 
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Event 
Institutional 

Partner 
Location Date 

Theme: Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 

DSS by Edward Chen, "Poverty and Inequality 
in Hong Kong, China: Policy and Implications 
for Emerging Countries" 

  Tokyo 05 Feb 2013 

ADBI-FSA Conference – "Strengthening the 
Asian Financial Sector Toward Sustainable and 
Inclusive Growth" 

FSA Tokyo 08 Mar 2013 

Regional Technical Group on Aid for Trade for 
Asia and the Pacific  

MOFA Tokyo 26 Mar 2013 

Theme: Regional Cooperation and Integration 

Inception Report Workshop – "Currency 
Internationalization Project" 

ADB (OREI, 
ERD) 

Manila 10 Jan 2013 

Seminar -- "Indonesia-Japan Relations and 
Economic Integration in East Asia" 

JETRO Jakarta 04 Mar 2013 

ADB-WTO Conference -- "The Future World 
Trading System: Asian Perspectives" 

CTEI, WTO Geneva 11–12 Mar 2013 

Meeting – "The Future of the World Trading 
System Asian Perspectives " 

  Tokyo 25 Mar 2013 

Roundtable on Capital Market Developments 
(with CBT) 

  Tokyo 04 Apr 2013 

Policy Dialogue – "Capital Market Reforms in 
Asia" 

  Tokyo 4-5 Apr 2013 

ADBI and NEAR Foundation Conference – 
"Seasons of Change for Policy in Northeast 
Asia" 

NEAR 
Foundation 

Seoul 23 Apr 2013 

NBER Japan Project Conference  NBER Tokyo 26–27 Jul 2013 

DSS by Mike Plummer, "A Vision of Global 
Free Trade" 

  Tokyo 30 Jul 2013 

Interim Workshop – RMB Currency 
Internationalization 

ADB (OREI, 
ERD) 

Tokyo 08 Aug 2013 

Singapore Economic Review (SER) Session   Singapore 6–8 Aug 2013 
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Event 
Institutional 

Partner 
Location Date 

Seminar by Antoni Estevadeordal, "The Pacific 
Alliance: Present and Future Perspectives" 

IDB Tokyo 11 Nov 2013 

Theme: Governance for Policies and Institutions 

ADBI-PRI Joint Conference – "Achieving Fiscal 
Soundness" 

PRI Tokyo 17 Jan 2013 

DRM Coordination Workshop  
ADB (RSDD, 
All RDs) 

Manila 20–21 Feb 2013 

Seminar at Chatham House – "Role of the 
Central Banks" 

  London 14 Mar 2013 

Seminar at ADB Annual Conference – "Disaster 
Risk Management" 

ADB (RSDD) Delhi 2 May 2013 

DSS by Euston Quah, "Transboundary 
Pollution in Asia" 

  Tokyo 13 May 2013 

Regional 'Think 20' Seminar Lowy Institute Sydney 22–24 May 2013 

Policy Dialogue – "Disaster Risk Management" 
(with CBT) 

  Tokyo 24 Jun 2013 

ADBI-ICRIER-KAS Conference on Issues of 
Concern for G20 Countries  

ICRIER/KAS Delhi 17–19 Sep 2013 

DSS by Il Houng Lee, "Asian Currency 
Arrangement" 

  Tokyo 16 Oct 2013 

DSS by Guntram Wolff, "Recent Developments 
in the EU and the Neglected Side of the 
Banking Union: Reshaping Europe's Financial 
System" 

  Tokyo 01 Nov 2013 

ADB = Asian Development Bank; ADBI = Asian Development Bank Institute; CBT = capacity building and training; 
CLMV = Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, and Viet Nam; CTEI = Center for Trade and 
Economic Integration; FSA = Financial Services Agency; JETRO = Japan External Trade Office; JRO = Japan 
Representative Office; MOFA = Ministry of Foreign Affairs; NBER = National Bureau of Economic Research; OREI = 
Office of Regional Economic Integration; PRI = Policy Research Institute; TTSCP = Think Tanks and Civil Society 
Program; WTO = World Trade Organization. 
Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
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Table A1.2: Planned Major Conferences, 16 November–31 December 2013 

Event 
Institutional 

Partner 
Location Date 

Seminar by Alex Plekhanov   Tokyo 18 Nov 2013 

ADBI Annual Conference   Tokyo 27 Nov 2013 

Seminar by Heath Montgomery, "The Efect of Bank 
Mergers on Client Firm Value and Bank-Firm 
Relationships" 

  Tokyo 11 Dec 2013 

Seminar by Shiro Armstrong   Tokyo  17 Dec 2013 

ADBI = Asian Development Bank Institute.  
Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

2. Distinguished Speaker Seminar Series 

4. The Distinguished Speaker Seminar Series brings eminent persons to ADBI to 
encourage debate among policy makers, researchers, academics, think tanks, and other 
audiences interested in economic development challenges in Asia and the Pacific. 

5. As of 15 November 2013, eight seminars by internationally known speakers have been 
delivered on various policy and development issues. Additional seminars in 2013 are planned. 

6. The following prominent speakers have given presentations at Distinguished Speaker 
Seminar series in 2013. 

i) Edward Chen – Poverty and Inequality in Hong Kong, China: Policy and 
Implications for Emerging Countries. The speaker is a Distinguished Fellow of 
the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences, University of 
Hong Kong.  He is also an Honorary Professor of the Open University of Hong 
Kong, and Chairman of the Council of Advisers of the Hong Kong Institute for 
Monetary Research of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority. He is former President 
of Lingnan University.  

ii) Euston Quah – Transboundary Pollution in Asia. The speaker is Head of the 
Department of Economics and Chairman of the Senate Committee on University 
Policy Matters at Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. He was 
formerly Chair, School of Humanities and Social Sciences at NTU; Vice-Dean, 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences; Deputy Director of the Public Policy 
Program (now called the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy); and Head of 
the Economics Department at the National University of Singapore (NUS).  

iii) Ian Davis – Reflections on Reducing Disaster Risk in Asia and the Pacific 
1972–2013. The speaker is Senior Professor in Disaster Risk Management for 
Sustainable Development, Centre for Risk Assessment and Management, Lund 
University and Visiting Professor at Cranfield and Oxford Brookes Universities. 
Prof. Davis specializes in shelter, reconstruction, and disaster risk reduction. He 
edited the first United Nations guidelines on Shelter after Disaster in 1981 and is 
one of the authors of Guidelines for the World Bank on Housing Reconstruction 
following Disasters.  



24 Appendix 1 

 

iv) Amitav Acharya – Power Shift or Paradigm Shift: Asian and World Order in 
an Era of Rising Power. The speaker is Professor of International Relations at 
the School of International Service, American University, Washington, DC. He 
has previously taught at York University, Toronto; University of Bristol, UK; and 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He was a Fellow of Harvard 
University’s Asia Center and John F. Kennedy School of Government, and was 
recently elected to the Christensen Fellowship at St Catherine’s College, Oxford. 
His publications include the award-winning book Whose Ideas Matter? Agency 
and Power in Asian Regionalism. 

v) Michael Plummer – A Vision of Global Free Trade: The New Regionalism 
and Building Bloc Debate. The speaker is the Eni Professor of International 
Economics at Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International 
Studies. He is also Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Asian Economics (Elsevier); 
President, American Committee for Asian Economic Studies (ACAES); and (non-
resident) Senior Fellow, East-West Center. He was previously Head of the 
Development Division of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) (2010–2012).  

vi) Takatoshi Ito – Abenomics: Controversy, Progress, and Prospects. The 
speaker is Professor of Economics and Dean, Graduate School of Public Policy, 
University of Tokyo. He has taught extensively in the United States and Japan, 
including at the University of Minnesota, Hitotsubashi University, Columbia 
Business School, and Harvard University. Prof. Ito also served as Senior Advisor 
in the Research Department, International Monetary Fund (IMF) (1994–1997) 
and as Deputy Vice Minister for International Affairs at the Ministry of Finance, 
Japan (1999–2001). He is an author of many books, including The Japanese 
Economy, The Political Economy of the Japanese Monetary Policy, and Financial 
Policy and Central Banking in Japan, and more than 50 academic journal articles 
on international finance and the Japanese economy. He was President of the 
Japanese Economic Association in 2004. He served as a member of the Prime 
Minister's Council of Economic and Fiscal Policy in 2006–2008. He was awarded 
Japan’s Medal with Purple Ribbon in June 2011. 

vii) Il Houng Lee – Asian Currency Arrangement. The speaker is Ambassador for 
International Cooperation and G20 Sherpa at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Republic of Korea, and he is President of the Korea Institute for International 
Economic Policy. He has spent most of his career at the IMF after joining the 
institution through the Economist Program in 1989. He has diverse work 
experience in functional and area departments. His country assignments have 
included advanced economies such as Japan, emerging economies such as 
Egypt, Malaysia, and Thailand, and resource rich economies such as Kuwait. 
Previously he was the IMF Chief Resident Representative in the PRC. Dr. Lee 
has a BSc in economics from the London School of Economics, and a PhD in 
economics from Warwick University. He taught economics at Warwick University 
and at the National Economics University in Hanoi, and is also a visiting 
professor at Jilin University, PRC. 

viii) Guntram Wolff – Recent Developments in the EU and the Neglected Side of 
the Banking Union: Reshaping Europe's Financial System. The speaker is 
the Director of Bruegel. He is also a member of the French Prime Minister's 
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Conseil d'Analyse Economique. He currently teaches at Université libre de 
Bruxelles and serves on the Advisory Board of the European Studies Center of 
Corvinus University Budapest. Previously, he worked for the European 
Commission and the Deutsche Bundesbank. He also worked as an adviser to the 
IMF. He holds a PhD from the University of Bonn, studied economics in Bonn, 
Toulouse, Pittsburgh, and Passau, and previously taught economics at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

3. ADBI Young Researchers Program on Microeconomics and 
Macroeconomics 

7. This program was first held in summer 2013 and will continue annually. The objective of 
the program is to bring together young and promising researchers mainly from ADB’s DMCs to 
discuss innovative research on important microeconomic and macroeconomic development 
issues facing Asia and the Pacific and to facilitate the sharing of ideas and views on these 
issues. 

4. Annual Conference 

8. The ADBI Annual Conference on 27 November 2013 marks the 16th anniversary of the 
founding of ADBI. The topic of the Annual Conference is an “Realizing an Innovative, Inclusive, 
and Integrated Asia and the Pacific.” It will focus on the role of innovation and productivity in 
supporting sustainable growth in the region. Subjects to be covered include the roles of 
innovation and productivity growth in economic development, the current status and issues of 
social equity and inclusive growth in the region, and the current status of regional economic and 
financial cooperation and integration. From ADB-HQ, OPR, RSDD, OREI, and ERD will also 
participate in the Annual Conference. 

B. Capacity Building and Training 

9. CBT activities in 2013 addressed the priority themes of inclusive and sustainable growth, 
regional cooperation and integration, and governance for policies and institutions. Programs for 
the year are as follows. 

(i) Low-Carbon Green Growth. This project uses the outputs of the ADB–ADBI 
joint study on Climate Change and Green Asia as course-based training material. 
Targeted for mid- and senior-level officials in planning and finance ministries, it is 
being implemented as three sub-regional workshops. 

(ii) Micro-Finance Training of Trainers. This is an e-learning course that was 
conducted for the ninth time in cooperation with the Tokyo Distance Learning 
Centre. Its objective is to strengthen the institutional capacity of microfinance in 
Asia and the Pacific. The course will use the Internet as a learning tool to 
maximize the participation of about 400 government officials and practitioners.  

(iii) Regional Production Networks. This project was organized in close 
collaboration with Nanyang Technological University to enhance the awareness 
and understanding of officials on critical trade policy issues related to global 
value chains and to analyze the role of production networks in innovation, 
industrialization, and economic development. 
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(iv) Financial Market Integration. This project will cooperate with regional think 
tanks to raise awareness of and discuss the challenges faced by officials in 
enforcing such issues as the internationalization of Asian currencies, exchange 
rate mechanisms, and effectiveness of coordination. 

(v) Water Governance. This project will promote best practices related to integrated 
water resource management. This training activity will be organized jointly with 
the Network of Asian River Basin Organizations. The program will include field 
visits, the exchange of knowledge and experiences, and the formulation of action 
networks. 

(vi) Capital Market Reform. This is a roundtable established by ADBI and OECD in 
1999 as a response to the 1997–1998 Asian financial crisis. In 2013, a 
roundtable of about 50 participants discussed issues including the Eurozone 
crisis, capital flow management measures, small and medium enterprise (SME) 
financing, and ASEAN+3 financial cooperation. A summary of proceedings will be 
posted on the ADBI website for wider outreach. 

1. Events 

10. During 1 January–15 November 2013, the CBT Department organized policy dialogues, 
training seminars, and workshops at the ADBI premises in Tokyo and in DMCs (Table A1.3). 
These programs focused on a range of issues. As of 15 November 2013, 11 policy dialogues 
and training workshops have been conducted under ADBI’s three priority themes. 

Table A1.3: Capacity Building and Training Activities, 1 Jan–15 Nov 2013 

Course or Workshop Name Institutional Partner 
Total 

Number of 
Participants 

Government 
Officials 

All 
Levels 

Senior
a 

Theme: Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 

1.  

The 3
rd

 Roundtable on Labor 
Migration: Assessing Labor Market 
Requirements for Foreign Workers 
and Policies for Regional Skills 
Mobility 

OECD and ILO  28 28 11 

2.  
CLMV Project Training Program 
(2): Developing Agriculture Supply 
Chains in CLMV 

Mekong Institute and 
ADB (SERD) 

29 22 4 

3.  Poverty and Inequality in Asia 
ERD/ADB and Emik 
Research  

25 25 7 

4.  

2013 Asia-Pacific Financial 
Inclusive Forum: Financial 
Inclusion, Innovation, and 
Regulations 

Indonesian Ministry of 
Finance, ABAC and 
FDC 

27 19 7 

5.  
9

th
 Microfinance Training of 

Trainers 
World Bank 300* 100* 50* 
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Course or Workshop Name Institutional Partner 
Total 

Number of 
Participants 

Government 
Officials 

All 
Levels 

Senior
a 

6.  
Strengthening Policies and 
Practices for Low-Carbon Green 
Growth in Asia 

ADB (RSDD) 22 15 3 

7.  
Workshop on Developing Farming 
Systems for Climate Change 
Mitigation 

APO and National 
Productivity 
Secretariat 

   

8.  The 5
th
 NARBO General Meeting 

ADB (RSDD), Japan 
Water Agency, 
Thailand Water 
Resources 
Association, and 
Metropolitan Water 
Works Authority 

100 66 17 

9.  
CLMV Project Policy Forum #1 – 
Developing a Competitive Seed 
Industry 

Myanmar Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Irrigation, SERD/ADB 
and AFD 

100* 50* 40* 

10.  
CLMV Project Training #3 – 
Agricultural Sector Reforms 

ADB (SERD) and 
AFDC 

30* 30* 20* 

11.  
Strengthening Policies and 
Practices for Low-Carbon Green 
Growth in Asia 

CDKN 25* 25* 15* 

12.  
CLMV Project Policy Forum #2 – 
Strengthening Agricultural Supply 
Chains 

ADB (SERD) and 
AFD 

25* 25* 15* 

13.  
CLMV Project Policy Forum #3 – 
Enhancing Agricultural Productivity: 
Agenda for Reform 

ADB (SERD) and 
AFD 

25* 25* 15* 

14.  
CLMV Project Policy Forum #4 – 
Enhancing Agricultural Productivity: 
Agenda for Reform 

ADB (SERD) and 
AFD 

25* 25* 15* 

Theme: Regional Cooperation and Integration 

15.  
13

th
 OECD–ADBI roundtable on 

capital market reform  
OECD 48 34 14 

16.  
Integrated Trade Facilitation at the 
Border and Behind the Border: 
Reforms and Implementation 

ADB (CAREC 
Program) 

27 26 15 

17.  

New Economic Policies of the 
PRC, Japan, and the Republic of 
Korea and the Implications for 
Regional Economic Growth 

 26 22 15 
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Course or Workshop Name Institutional Partner 
Total 

Number of 
Participants 

Government 
Officials 

All 
Levels 

Senior
a 

18.  
Regional Conference on Integrated 
Domestic Industries with Global 
Production Networks 

Nanyang Technology 
University 

21 21 11 

19.  
Plugging into Global Value Chains: 
A Strategy for Growth 

ADB (OREI) and 
Asian Development 
Institute, Seoul 
National University 

46 46 28 

20.  
ADBI–TTCSP Asia Think Tank 
Summit 

TTCSP 17 0 0 

21.  
South Asia and Southeast Asia 
Connectivities 

 15
b
 15

b
 10

b
 

22.  
Workshop on International 
Financial Report Standards and 
Regional Development in Asia 

AFDC    

23.  
Global Supply Chains and New 
Development Strategies 

ADB (CWRD) and 
CAREC Institute 

30
b
 30

b
 20

b
 

Theme: Governance for Policies and Institutions 

24.  
Training Course on Competition 
Law and Policy for Asian 
Countries 

JFTC 12 12 3 

25.  

Regulatory Environments to 
Promote Financial Inclusion in 
Developing APEC and Other 
Regional Economies 

APEC Study Center 
and ADFIAP 

22 22 4 

26.  

Regional Roundtable on Public 
Sector Management and Public–
Private Partnerships for 
Development Results  

APCoP, ADB 28 28 14 

27.  
8

th
 High-level Policy Dialogue on 

East Asian Competition Policies 

JFTC, Department of 
Justice of the 
Philippines 

100
b
 60

b
 40

b
 

28.  

Enhancing the Investment 
Environment in APEC and 
ASEAN Economies: Seminar and 
Dialogue 

RMIT, University of 
Canberra and China 
University of Political 
Science and Law 

40
b
 40

b
 20

b
 

Total  478 386 153 

ABAC = APEC Business and Advisory Council, ADB = Asian Development Bank, ADBI = Asian Development Bank 
Institute, ADF = Agence Française de Développement, AFDC = Asia-Pacific Finance and Development Center (the 
People’s Republic of China), ADFIAP = Association of Development Financing Institutions in Asia and the Pacific, 
ASEAN = Association of Southeast Asian Countries, CAREC = Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation, CDKN 
= Climate and Development Knowledge Network (Pakistan), CLMV = Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Myanmar, and Viet Nam, OECD = Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, RMIT = Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology.  
a 

Senior officials are at director level and above. 
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b 
Estimated numbers.  

Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

11. Three policy dialogues and training workshops are planned for the rest of 2013. Table 
A1.4 summarizes these planned activities and the projected number of participants.  

Table A1.4: Planned Capacity Building and Training Activities, 16 Nov–31 Dec 2013 

Theme: Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 

1.  Developing Asia Journalism Awards 50* 

2.  8
th
 NARBO IWRM training 50* 

3.  Eco-Industrial Clusters 50
a
 

 Total 150
a
 

IWRM = Integrated Water Resources Management, NARBO = Network of Asian River Basin Organizations. 
a
 Estimated numbers. 

Source: Asian Development Bank Institute.  

12. Paragraphs 13–23 include summaries of select CBT courses and activities in 2013, 
based on ADBI’s priority themes. 

2. Activities on Inclusive and Sustainable Growth 

13. The 3rd Roundtable on Labor Migration co-organized with OECD and the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) was held 23–25 January in Bangkok, Thailand. This year the theme 
was assessing labor market requirements for foreign workers and policies for regional skills 
mobility. In recent years, Asia has provided a large part of the more skilled migration inflows to 
OECD countries, even as the global competition to attract skilled and talented workers has 
intensified. Most of the flows, however, are intra-Asian, and consist mainly of lesser-skilled 
labor.  

14. While labor migration in Asia generates substantial benefits for countries of origin in 
terms of jobs, abuses during recruitment and employment are quite common. During 
employment overseas, migrants are often concentrated in sectors with inadequate labor 
legislation and enforcement. Abusive practices include withholding wages, retaining passports 
or identity documents, and threats of denunciation to the authorities. In addition, adequate social 
protection, including access to essential health care and income security, is not available for 
informal sector workers. During the roundtable, participants discussed these issues and other 
important topics such as trends and outlook in labor migration; building a mobility area for skills; 
identifying skills needs and matching them through migration; gaining from skills portability and 
links between education and migration; reintegration and investment by returning labor 
migrants; and managing low-skilled migration. 

15. The 5th Network of Asian River Basin Organizations (NARBO) General Meeting and 
related workshops were held 15–18 May in Chiang Mai, Thailand, in cooperation with ADB 
(RSDD), the Japan Water Agency, the Center for River Basin Organizations and Management, 
the Thailand Water Resources Association, and the Metropolitan Waterworks Authority. The 
workshop started with a study visit to the Mae Sa watershed of the Ping River Basin where 
participants observed the approach of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) in 
Thailand. On 16 May, two technical workshops were held, “Leadership for the IWRM Process” 
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and “Water Security in the River Basins.” The leadership workshop stressed the importance of 
the participation of stakeholders and youth, continuous training, and fostering of leadership. The 
water security workshop stressed the importance of public participation, carrying out 
transboundary environmental impact assessments, etc. On 17 May, two technical workshops 
were held, “Capacity Building for the IWRM Process” and “Improving Water Security: Lessons 
from IWRM Cases in Nepal, Indonesia, and Uzbekistan.” At the capacity building workshop, 
panelists discussed the role of river basin organizations. The last day of the workshop was the 
5th NARBO General Meeting.  

16. The 2013 Asia-Pacific Financial Inclusion Forum, titled “Financial Inclusion, Innovation 
and Regulation: Meeting the Challenges of Policy Reform and Capacity Building,” was held in 
Batam Island, Indonesia. ADBI organized the forum in cooperation with the APEC Business 
Advisory Council (ABAC), Agence Française de Développement (AFD), and the Indonesian 
Ministry of Finance. Innovations and new technologies in the past 2 decades—such as mobile 
and branchless banking, improvements in credit information systems and risk analytics, and 
improvements in electronic data security, etc.—have significantly reduced the costs of providing 
financial services. This has enabled a growing number of low-income households, traditionally 
unbanked or under-banked individuals, and micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises to gain 
access to finance, thus expanding their economic opportunities. The forum was designed to 
promote best practice proposals for policy, regulatory, and supervisory agencies to enhance 
institutional capacities to promote financial inclusion in the banking and securities systems. This 
will be achieved through sharing international good practices of applying new technologies to 
the financial inclusion sector, and creating and facilitating stronger and sustainable linkages 
between policy makers, regulators, and financial institutions for financial inclusion.  

3. Activities in Regional Cooperation and Integration 

17. A 4-day course-based training program, titled “Integrated Trade Facilitation at the Border 
and Behind the Border: Reforms and Implementation,” was held in Georgia 10–13 April 2013 to 
explore the key features of integrated trade facilitation. It was organized in collaboration with 
Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) and the Government of Georgia. The 
objectives of the event were: (i) highlight the impetus for, scope of, and benefits derived from 
Georgia's reforms to facilitate trade; (ii) showcase the procedures that Georgia is developing 
with Turkey to expedite shipments along the CAREC Corridor; and (iii) demonstrate the extent 
to which the Georgia Customs Administration (and other border management agencies) shares 
data and exchanges information with its neighbors and principal trading partners to minimize 
time spent crossing borders. 
 
18. Representatives from governments, mostly senior officials attached to customs, and 
trade ministries, from 10 Central Asian economies, as well as 13 representatives from 
knowledge institutes and the private sector, attended the seminar and field trips. Participants 
shared practical experiences and explored ways to more effectively integrate trade facilitation 
approaches. Site visits to the Batumi Seaport and Customs Clearance Zone, Sarpi Border 
Crossing Point, and Tbilisi Public Service Hall afforded participants opportunities to observe 
firsthand the changes in procedures that have come about as part of the reform process.  

19. On 25 April, a policy dialogue was held at ADBI to discuss the new economic policies of 
the PRC, Republic of Korea, and Japan and their impact on the regional economy. Tang Min, 
Counselor to PRC’s State Council; Jung-Kwan Kim, Director of the Economic Policy Division, 
Ministry of Strategy and Finance, Republic of Korea; and Hideyuki Ibaragi, Director for 
International Economic Affairs, Cabinet Office of Japan, made presentations on the new 
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economic policies of their respective governments. Advisory Council members of ADBI served 
as panelists and commented on the presentations. Nineteen government officials representing 
11 countries from the region participated in the policy dialogue. The new PRC government 
under President Xi has switched from simply pursuing high-speed growth to emphasizing the 
quality of growth and long-term sustainability. For the first time in 18 years, the phrase “fast 
growth” was deleted from official documents and the central government set the growth target at 
7.5% for 2013. “Abenomics,” the central pillar of the new economic initiatives of Japan’s Abe 
administration, is a comprehensive strategy comprised of monetary, fiscal, and growth policies. 
To end the 15 year-long vicious cycle of deflation, the Bank of Japan announced a 2% inflation 
target and pledged to conduct quantitative easing by doubling its monetary base in 2 years. The 
new Republic of Korea government under President Park will implement a policy mix targeting 
four dimensions of the economy: short-term growth and job creation, better quality of life, 
economic democratization, and risk management. Building a “creative economy” has been 
emphasized as a long-term strategy for growth and job creation. The panelists and participants 
commented that coordination and cooperation among the PRC, Republic of Korea, and Japan is 
critical not only for the three economies, but for the entire region.  

20. The workshop “Integrating Domestic Industry with Global Production Networks and 
Supply Chains” was jointly organized with the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, 
Nanyang Technological University on 8–10 May in Singapore. The event is a continuation of 
sharing Asian experience activities. Last year’s theme was “Promoting FDI Effectively.” As a 
consequence, this year’s workshop focused on global production networks and supply chains. 
Invited resource speakers introduced basic concepts and structures of global supply chains, 
presented specific cases, and used the experiences of the PRC, India, the Philippines, and 
Thailand to illustrate how developing countries could join and benefit from global supply chains. 
The development of global supply chains provides a short cut for developing countries to enter 
the global market and share the benefits of technological innovation in industrialized countries. 
The PRC’s manufacturing industry has become the assembly center of the global manufacturing 
industry, in particular information communication technology products. Call centers in the 
Philippines have successfully joined the value chain by providing business processing services 
to foreign banks, insurance companies, and telecommunication companies. Similarly, taking 
advantage of a large pool of highly educated engineering graduates, Indian software companies 
have become software development partners to leading global software companies. Generally, 
multinational firms lead the development of global production networks and supply chains. 
Foreign direct investment by MNEs functions as a means of extending their supply chains 
globally. A friendly investment environment and incentives for foreign direct investment would 
facilitate the integration of domestic industries with global supply chains. 

4. Activities in Governance for Policies and Institutions 
 
21. A 3-day Roundtable on Public Sector Management and Public–Private Partnerships for 
Development Results was held in Tokyo on 22–24 April to discuss the role of the public sector 
in managing public–private partnerships (PPPs) to deliver development results. The event was 
organized in collaboration with the Asia-Pacific Community of Practice on Managing for 
Development Results. Twenty-six representatives from governments, mostly senior officials 
attached to planning ministries, from 17 countries, as well as representatives from knowledge 
institutes, attended the workshop. Participants shared practical experiences and explored ways 
to more effectively implement PPPs. The program consisted of 10 technical sessions on public 
sector management and PPPs, and a field visit to a private financial initiative facility operated by 
Yokohama City.  
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22. Public sector management refers to how governments manage the traditional 
components that are carried out simultaneously at various agencies and levels of government to 
deliver developmental results. In PPPs, parties commit themselves to a cooperative 
relationship, with each expected to contribute something of value to the partnership. PPPs 
provide benefits to the public sector by increasing the transparency of investments and provide 
visibility and quantification of performance of public assets over their lifecycles in a way public 
investment cannot. However, to achieve this, governments must invest considerable effort in 
structuring, assessment, implementation, and monitoring of PPP projects that are atypical in 
traditional public sector procurement operations. Some important findings from country 
presentations and thematic discussions included that PPPs differs from privatization and they 
will not replace traditional public sector financing. PPPs should not dilute accountability, but 
inject market discipline to investment policies. The key conclusions and recommendations 
included: considerable effort would be required to galvanize the benefit of PPPs to enhance 
development outcomes; the public sector has a significant role in promoting an enabling 
environment for PPPs; extensive PPP capacity development is required; and development 
partners have an important role in enhancing PPPs. 

23. The training course Competition Law and Policy for Asian Countries was held in Tokyo 
on 3–7 June in collaboration with the Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC). The aim of the 
course was to enhance the competitive environment in Asia by introducing Japan's competition 
laws to Asian government officials. Twelve government officials from seven countries attended 
the training to learn about Japan's effective implementation of competition law and policy from 
professors, government officials of JFTC, and economists from ADBI. Sessions consisted of 
lectures, discussions, and a tour of JFTC's Hearing Court. Some important themes that were 
discussed included cartels and bid rigging, private monopolization and unfair trade practices, 
and mergers and acquisitions. The progress of the dissemination of competition law differs from 
country to country, but all participants realized the importance of the promotion of competition 
law and policy. All understood how Japanese competition law and policy were developed and 
implemented. Trainees actively participated in the exercises and exchanged opinions with 
lecturers, other participants, and the secretariat. 

C. Outreach and Knowledge Dissemination 

24. ADBI devotes considerable efforts to ensuring that its knowledge products are produced 
to a high standard and that they are widely disseminated. To ensure that its message is 
delivered to the right people, ADBI must also enjoy high visibility. Outreach and knowledge 
dissemination activities are concerned with producing high-quality and accessible knowledge 
products in a variety of online and hard-copy formats. This ensures that knowledge products are 
disseminated widely and reach the right audiences, thus raising the profile of ADBI.  

1. Media 

25. ADBI has a solid media presence for an institute of its size. ADBI is regularly mentioned 
in international and regional media, including newspapers, magazines, and television. Staff are 
quoted, write op-eds, and are interview subjects and panelists. As of 30 September, 153 
references to ADBI have appeared in the media. Of these, 102 quoted the Dean or other ADBI 
staff.  

26. Taking advantage of its location in central Tokyo, ADBI has ensured that its work is 
covered in the Japanese media, including Asahi Shimbun, Kyodo News, Japan Times, Mainichi 
Shimbun, Newsweek Japan, The Nikkei, and NHK World. ADBI has also been referenced in 
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top-tier international media including Bloomberg, Dow Jones, Financial Post, Financial Times, 
Foreign Affairs, South China Morning Post, The Times, Times of India, Wall Street Journal, and 
Xinhua News. 

27. Drawing on the success of a live interview of Dean Kawai by the London desk of 
Bloomberg Television in June, ADBI and Bloomberg established a direct video link that will 
enable more live interviews on the web-based Bloomberg Television. Chanel NewsAsia and 
Reuters TV have also expressed strong interest in establishing direct video links with ADBI for 
future interviews, for which network testing will soon begin. 

2. Publications 

28. Books. ADBI has produced eight books as of 15 November (see Appendix 3). Of these, 
six were co-published with external partners including commercial publishers. One was 
published solely by an external publisher, and another was published under the ADBI imprint 
alone. ADBI manages its relationships with external partners carefully. It nurtures its association 
with existing co-publishers (including Brookings Institution Press, Edward Elgar, and Sage) 
while at the same time exploring relationships with new co-publishers (including MIT Press, 
Oxford University Press, OECD, Springer, and the Centre for Economic Policy Research). ADBI 
selects the most appropriate publisher for each book, according to the publisher’s marketing 
strengths, pricing policy, speed of publication, and willingness to allow ADBI to make PDF files 
of the book freely available on the ADBI website.  

29. ADBI books were downloaded from its website more than 230,000 times as of 30 
September. The top three titles were Infrastructure for a Seamless Asia, Low-Carbon Green 
Growth in Asia and the Pacific, and Shaping the Future of the Asia and the Pacific–Latin 
America and the Caribbean Relationship. Besides ADB.org, ADBI books are available through 
the electronic repository Scribd for free viewing and download. Complimentary copies of books 
are also provided on a select basis to key ADBI stakeholders, institutional partners, ADB Board 
of Directors, libraries in DMCs, and academics. ADBI also contacts and sends books to journals 
for the purpose of review. As of 15 November, two ADBI books have been reviewed in the 
journals Developing Economies and Singapore Economic Review. 

30. Working papers. As of 15 November, 44 working papers have been published and 
uploaded to the ADBI website. The total number of working papers appearing online is 444. 
PDF files of ADBI working papers are available for free on ADBI.org, adding to the value of the 
series for researchers on economic development in Asia and the Pacific. The papers are also 
disseminated via networks including Research Papers in Economics and the Social Science 
Research Network databases, and within ADB using ADB Today and ADB’s websites and 
journals.  

31. Newsletter. Three issues of ADBI News have been published in 2013, with an additional 
issue scheduled for the fourth quarter. The newsletter is distributed at ADBI events in Tokyo and 
abroad to increase awareness of ADBI and its activities. 

32. Other papers. Six papers by ADBI staff have been published or accepted in 
international refereed journals in 2013 (Appendix 3).  

33. Translations. As the main language of ADBI publications is English, ADBI encourages 
its partners and external publishers to produce other language editions of its material. In 2013, 
the book Infrastructure for a Seamless Asia was published as Chinese and Japanese editions. 
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In addition, the book Emerging Asian Regionalism was published in Japanese and Asia’s Free 
Trade Agreements was published in Chinese.  

3. ADBI.org 

34. ADBI.org is the key dissemination tool for ADBI’s knowledge products and underpins 
ADBI’s communications strategy. All ADBI knowledge products—including books, if 
arrangements with commercial publishers allow—are uploaded to the website.  

35. The website is regularly updated with information on new research publications, event 
announcements, CBT workshop papers and presentations, and other information. Nearly 
100,000 page views from about 36,000 unique visitors are recorded every month. Authors are 
informed when their papers and books are posted online and encouraged to share this 
information with colleagues and networks.  

36. The average number of downloads from ADBI.org is about 255,000 per month, a 45% 
increase over the average in 2012. Among the most downloaded contents are books, working 
papers, and seminar material. ADBI knowledge products are also downloaded approximately 
4,400 times a month from external web repositories to which ADBI uploads its materials. 

4. Social Media 

37. ADBI recognizes the growing power of social media in raising its visibility, promoting the 
ADBI brand, and disseminating the institute’s knowledge products, events, and initiatives. 
ADBI’s key social media channels in 2013 were Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and its new blog 
Asia Pathways. As of 30 September, ADBI has 2,705 Twitter followers (up 23% since the 
beginning of 2013), 5,283 Facebook likes (up 161%), and 9,046 YouTube views (up 24%).  

38. Asia Pathways publishes short original contributions on economic and development 
issues in Asia and the Pacific. All submissions are peer reviewed and must be approved before 
posting. As of 15 October, 26 articles have been posted. Subjects covered in Asia Pathways 
this year have included trade, finance, governance, and regional cooperation.  

5. Outreach 

39. Lectures. As part of ADBI’s outreach activities, ADBI experts delivered lectures on ADBI 
priority issues at several universities in Tokyo in 2013, including the University of Tokyo and 
Hitotsubashi University. 

40. Electronic subscription services. ADBI supplements its website by maintaining two 
free subscription services: e-notification and e-newsline. Subscribers to e-notification receive 
regular information about ADBI activities by e-mail. The service has 16,305 subscribers as of 30 
September and the number is growing, reflecting a steady increase in the number of visitors to 
the ADBI website who find it relevant to their needs. ADBI’s daily publication, e-newsline, 
provides news on development-related topics from around Asia and the Pacific. Articles from 
English-language media and civil society blogs from across the region are summarized, 
providing a breadth of coverage that is often not matched by newspapers or other media. The 
service has 5,548 subscribers, and the subscriber base is increasing steadily.  

41. Dissemination of information within ADB. ADBI has used internal communications to 
strengthen bonds with knowledge departments at ADB headquarters, namely ERD, OREI, and 
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RSDD. Throughout the year, a fortnightly report of ADBI activities has been circulated to these 
departments and to the vice-president for knowledge management. The report is also uploaded 
to the ADBI website.  

42. ADB Today. ADBI events, books, working papers, and blog entries are routinely 
reported in the daily electronic publication ADB Today.  

43. Publications Committee. Dean Kawai is a member of the ADB Publications Committee 
and ADBI staff regularly communicate with the Department of External Relations on such 
matters as copyright, publishing policy, and marketing. In 2013, ADBI books were included in 
the ADB publications catalog. 

D. Asia Think Tank Summit 

44. The Asia Think Tank Summit, held 13–14 June in Tokyo, brought together for the first 
time over 40 leading think tanks from 23 countries in Asia and the Pacific to discuss collectively 
the role of think thanks in realizing a new Asian century. The summit was organized by ADBI 
and the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program of the University of Pennsylvania.  

45. The summit’s theme was “The Role of Think Tanks in the Asian Century: Seizing the 
Opportunities and Managing the Threats.” The event generated meaningful, constructive 
discussion on the ongoing economic crisis as well as regional and global developments in a 
changing world order. The participants brought diverse views and perspectives, which will be 
useful in helping to resolve longstanding regional problems.  

46. The summit was also useful in strengthening ADBI’s position as a leading think tank able 
to offer regional approaches to the pressing needs of Asia and the Pacific. It was also an 
effective means to network among likeminded institutions and identify key individuals that ADBI 
may draw on for support in future endeavors.  

47. To allow for a free exchange of ideas, the summit was organized as a roundtable with 
panel presentations and discussions conducted under the Chatham House Rule. A final Summit 
Communique was drafted by a select working group and endorsed by the participants. 
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RESULTS FRAMEWORK INDICATORS 

ADBI Results and 
Indicators 

Collection Methods and 
Data Sources 

Responsibilities Frequency/ Timing 

Impact – Increased application and use of ADBI’s knowledge products by DMC policy makers 
and senior officials 

1. % of target audience 
members surveyed reporting 
using ADBI knowledge 
products and type of use 

Online survey of core target 
audience members about 
use of knowledge products  

ADBI 
Survey every  2 
years 

Outcome 1. Increased ADBI visibility by providing valuable information and knowledge to DMC 
policy makers and senior officials 

2. % of target audience 
members satisfied or highly 
satisfied with ADBI 
knowledge products 

Online survey of core target 
audience members about 
use of knowledge products 

ADBI 
Survey every  2 
years 

3. Number of presentations 
by ADBI staff at external 
events  

(i) Academic events 

(ii) Policy briefings 

(iii) Lectures 

Self-reporting of 
presentations 

All professional 
staff 

Ongoing 

4. Number of subscribers 
and followers 

Record e-notification and e-
newsline subscribers, and 
Facebook likes, blog and 
Twitter followers 

ADBI web 
technology 
specialist 

Monthly 

5. Number of page views 
Record number of page 
views 

ADBI web 
technology 
specialist 

Monthly 

6. Number of media 
citations/op-eds 

Rating of positive/location 

Search and analysis of 
digital and paper-based 
publications for ADBI and 
knowledge product citations 

ADBI librarian 
Weekly collection 
and rating, monthly 
collation 

7. Number of other citations 
– public testimony, officials, 
etc. 

Any observed mention of 
ADBI (value or use of 
knowledge products) will be 
logged by ADBI staff: place, 
date, who made statement, 
what statement was 

All staff log 
citations 

ADBI librarian 
maintains list 

 

Ongoing collection, 
annual collation 

3
6
 

A
p
p

e
n
d
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 1
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ADBI Results and 
Indicators 

Collection Methods and 
Data Sources 

Responsibilities Frequency/ Timing 

Outcome 2. Increased ADBI visibility as a trusted institution to work together by policy makers 
in Asia and the Pacific and globally 

8. % of target audience 
members agreeing or 
strongly agreeing that ADBI 
is an excellent source of 
knowledge on development 
issues 

Online survey of core target 
audience members about 
use of knowledge products  

ADBI 
Survey every  2 
years 

Output 1. Increased high-quality knowledge products 

9. Number of knowledge 
products by type 

(i) Working papers 
(ii) Books 
(iii) Highlights of books 
(iv) Research policy briefs 
(v) Asia Pathways posts 
(vi) Translations of ADBI 
knowledge products 
(vii) Journal articles 
(viii) Other (blog posts, op-
eds, etc.) 

Types i–iv are posted on 
the website 

Type v is posted on Asia 
Pathways 

Type vi will be recorded by 
legal advisor 

Types vii and viii – details 
will be provided by 
individual researchers to 
nominated support staff in 
each department 

Research Ongoing 

10. Quality of knowledge 
products 

(i) Number of downloads  
(ii) Citation rate 
(iii) % of knowledge products 
cited 
(iv) Number of books 
published by internationally 
recognized publishers 
(v) User ratings of quality 
from survey 
(vi) 3-year conversion rate of 
working papers to book 
chapters/journal articles 

(i) Website statistics 
(ii and iii) Google scholar 
analysis 
(iv) Publishing data 
(v) See indicator 1 
(vi) For all working papers 
produced in (current year 
minus 3) follow-up with 
authors to determine if 
converted into book or 
journal article 

(i) Web 
technology 
specialist 
(ii and iii) 
Librarian 
(iv) Research 
(v) See indicator 
1 
(vi) Research 

(i) Ongoing 
(ii and iii) Annual, 
December 
(iv) Annual 
(v) See indicator 1 
(vi) Annual 

Output 2. Improved capacity (knowledge, networks, etc.) of key target audiences in priority 
policy-related areas and issues 

11. % of participants 
agreeing or strongly 
agreeing that they have 
obtained new knowledge 
and skills as a result of event 

Hand out evaluation 
form/survey for participants 
at end of event 

CBT associate 
staff 

Collect at each 
event and process 
data. Collate data 
annually 
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ADBI Results and 
Indicators 

Collection Methods and 
Data Sources 

Responsibilities Frequency/ Timing 

12. (i) Number of capacity 
building events  

(ii) Number of participants  

(iii) Number of person-days 
training – breakdown by 
country, seniority 

Record number of events 
Count number of attendees 
(male/female)  

Multiply total days of event 
by total participants 

CBT associate 
staff 

Review and collate 
annually 

Output 3. Increased and more effective sharing of knowledge products with key target 
audiences 

Dissemination monitoring 
(including website) 

13. Number of downloads of 
web distributed knowledge 
products 

Record from ADBI’s 
website statistics and from 
third party sources e.g., 
views of videos, reads on 
Scribd, RePEc and SSRN 
downloads 

ADBI web 
technology 
specialist 

Monthly 

Research event monitoring 

14.(i) Number of research 
events 

(ii) Number of 
participants/type of 
participants (e.g., location, 
type of organization, etc.) 

Record number of research 
events  

Count number of attendees 
(male/female) 

Research 
Collect at each 
event. Collate 
annually 

Partnership Indicators 

15.(i) % of programs 
implemented with partners 
(DMC-based or other) 

(ii) Total financial resources 
raised from external partners 

Keep track of data 
(including country of 
partner) in one file in ADBI 
Research  Department and 
CBT Department, 
respectively 

ADBI Research 
Department and 
CBT Department 

Ongoing collection, 
collated annually 

ADBI = Asian Development Bank Institute, CBT = capacity building and training, DMC = developing member country, 
RePEc = Research Papers in Economics, SSRN = Social Science Research Network. 
Source: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
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ADBI PUBLICATIONS IN 2013 

(as of 15 November 2013) 
 
ADBI Books 
 
ADBI. 2013. ADBI Year in Review 2012. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

  
ADBI. 2013. Managing Migration to Support Inclusive and Sustainable Growth. Tokyo and Paris: 

Asian Development Bank Institute and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development.  

ADBI/ADB. 2013. Connecting South Asia and Southeast Asia: Interim Report. Tokyo: Asian 

Development Bank Institute.  

ADBI/ADB. 2013. Low-Carbon Green Growth in Asia: Policies and Practices. Tokyo: Asian 

Development Bank Institute.  

R. Baldwin, M. Kawai, and G. Wignaraja, eds. 2013. The Future of the World Trading System: 

Asian Perspectives. Tokyo and London: Asian Development Bank Institute and Centre 

for Economic Policy Research. 

M. Kawai and E. Prasad, eds. 2013. New Paradigms for Financial Regulation: Emerging Market 

Perspectives. Tokyo and Washington: Asian Development Bank Institute and Brookings 

Institution Press. 

W. Thorbecke and W. Gsieh, eds. 2013. Industrial Restructuring in Asia: Implications of the 

Global Economic Crisis. Tokyo and Delhi: Asian Development Bank Institute and Sage. 

 
Non-ADBI Books 
 
M. Kawai and G. Wignaraja. 2013. Patterns of Free Trade Areas in Asia. East-West Center 

Policy Studies. No. 65. Honolulu: East-West Center.  

 
ADBI Chapters in Books 
 
M. Kawai. 2013. Introduction and Overview. In M. Kawai and E. Prasad, eds. New Paradigms 

for Financial Regulation: Emerging Market Perspectives. Tokyo and Washington, DC: 

Asian Development Bank Institute and Brookings Institution. 

M. Kawai and P. Morgan. 2013. Banking Crises and 'Japanization.' In C. Rhee and A.S. Posen, 

eds. Responding to Financial Crisis: Lessons from Asia Then, the United States and 

Europe Now. Manila and Washington, DC: Asian Development Bank and Peterson 

Institute for International Economics. 

M. Kawai and G. Wignaraja. 2013. Policy Challenges Posed by Asian FTAs. In R. Baldwin, M. 

Kawai, and G. Wignaraja, eds. The Future of the World Trading System: Asian 
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Perspectives. Tokyo and London: Asian Development Bank Institute and Center for 

Economic Policy Research.  

M. Liu. 2013. Education and the Role of the State and the Market in Poverty Eradication. In M. 

Roig and A. Sibanda, eds. The Twin Challenges of Reducing Poverty and Creating 

Employment. New York: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

R. Pomfret and V. Pontines. 2013. Exchange Rate Policy and Regional Trade Agreements. In R. 

Baldwin, M. Kawai, and G. Wignaraja, eds. The Future of the World Trading System: 

Asian Perspectives. Tokyo and London: Asian Development Bank Institute and Center 

for Economic Policy Research. 

G. Wignaraja. 2013. Can SMEs Participate in Global Networks? Evidence from ASEAN Firms. 

In D. Elms and P. Low, eds. Global Value Chains in a Changing World. Geneva: World 

Trade Organization. 

G. Wignaraja. 2013. Do SMEs matter in Asian Production Networks? In R. Baldwin, M. Kawai, 

and G. Wignaraja, eds. The Future of the World Trading System: Asian Perspectives. 

Tokyo and London: Asian Development Bank Institute and Center for Economic Policy 

Research. 

Y. Xing. 2013. Global Economic Recession and Challenges to the PRC's Export-Led Growth 

Strategy. In W. Thorbecke and W. Hsieh, eds. Industrial Restructuring in Asia: 

Implications of the Global Economic Crisis. Tokyo and Delhi: Asian Development Bank 

Institute and Sage. 

Y. Xing. 2013. Rethinking the Impact of Exchange Rates on Trade Flows along Global 

Production Networks. In R. Baldwin, M. Kawai, and G. Wignaraja, eds. The Future of the 

World Trading System: Asian Perspectives. Tokyo and London: Asian Development 

Bank Institute and Center for Economic Policy Research. 

ADBI Working Papers 
 
P.B. Rana. 2013. From a Centralized to a Decentralized Global Economic Architecture: An 

Overview. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 401. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank 
Institute. 

 
D. Alford. 2013. International Financial Reforms: Capital Standards, Resolution Regimes and 

Supervisory Colleges, and their Effect on Emerging Markets. ADBI Working Paper 
Series. No. 402. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
R. Siregar and A.Chabchitrchaidol. 2013. Enhancing the Effectiveness of CMIM and AMRO: 

Selected Immediate Challenges and Tasks. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 403. 
Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
P.A. Petri and F. Zhai. 2013. Navigating a Changing World Economy: ASEAN, the People's 

Republic of China, and India. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 404. Tokyo: Asian 
Development Bank Institute. 
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R.N. McCauley. 2013. Risk-On/Risk-Off, Capital Flows, Leverage, and Safe Assets. ADBI 
Working Paper Series. No. 405. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
G. Wignaraja, J. Kruger, and A.M. Tuazon. 2013. Production Networks, Profits, and Innovative 

Activity: Evidence from Malaysia and Thailand. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 406. 
Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
M. Kawai. 2013. Financing Development Cooperation in Northeast Asia. ADBI Working Paper 

Series. No. 407. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
S. Kaji. 2013. Economic Stability and Choice of Exchange Rate Regimes. ADBI Working Paper 

Series. No. 408. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
K. Cheewatrakoolpong, C. Sabhasri, and N. Bunditwattanawong. 2013. Impact of the ASEAN 

Economic Community on ASEAN Production Networks. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 
409. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
G. Wignaraja. 2013. Understanding Innovation in Production Networks in East Asia. ADBI 

Working Paper Series. No. 410. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
I.J. Azis. 2013. Inadequate Regional Financial Safety Nets Reflect Complacency. ADBI Working 

Paper Series. No. 411. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
C.R. Mohan. 2013. Emerging Geopolitical Trends and Security in the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations, the People's Republic of China, and India (ACI) Region. ADBI Working 
Paper Series. No. 412. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
V. Pontines. 2013. How Useful Is an Asian Currency Unit (ACU) Index for Surveillance in East 

Asia? ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 413. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
C.L. Lee and S. Takagi. 2013. Deepening Association of Southeast Asian Nations' Financial 

Markets. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 414. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank 
Institute. 

 
M. Moinuddin. 2013. Fulfilling the Promises of South Asian Integration: A Gravity Estimation. 

ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 415. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
R.Z. Lawrence. 2013. Association of Southeast Asian Nations, People's Republic of China, and 

India Growth and the Rest of the World: The Role of Trade. ADBI Working Paper Series. 
No. 416. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
K. Fung, A. Garcia-Herrero, and F. Ng. 2013. International Price Dispersion and Market 

Segmentation in Japan and the United States: Theory and Empirics. ADBI Working 
Paper Series. No. 417. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
R. Baldwin. 2013. Lessons from the European Spaghetti Bowl. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 

418. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
S. Chirathivat and P. Srisangnam. 2013. The 2030 Architecture of Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations Free Trade Agreements. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 419. Tokyo: 
Asian Development Bank Institute. 
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V. Anbumozhi and A. Bauer. 2013. How Low-Carbon Green Growth Can Reduce Inequalities. 

ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 420. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
T.V. Tho. 2013. The Middle-Income Trap: Issues for Members of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 421. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank 
Institute. 

 
T. Khiaonarong. 2013. Creating an Association of Southeast Asian Nations Payment System: 

Policy and Regulatory Issues. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 422. Tokyo: Asian 
Development Bank Institute. 

 
Y. Jinjarak, I. Noy, and H. Zheng. 2013. What Lessons Can Asia Draw from Capital Controls in 

Brazil during 2008–2012? ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 423. Tokyo: Asian 
Development Bank Institute. 

 
T.K. Doshi and N.S. D’Souza. 2013. Development Trajectories, Emission Profile, and Policy 

Actions: Singapore. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 424. Tokyo: Asian Development 
Bank Institute. 

 
R.F. Owen. 2013. Governance and Economic Integration: Stakes for Asia. ADBI Working Paper 

Series. No. 425. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
W. Moon. 2013. Cross-Border Price Differentials and Goods Market Integration in East Asia. 

ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 426. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
Y. Xing and M. Pradhananga. 2013. How Important are Exports and Foreign Direct Investment 

for Economic Growth in the People's Republic of China? ADBI Working Paper Series. 
No. 427. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
I. Cheong. 2013. Negotiations for the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement: Evaluation and 

Implications for East Asian Regionalism. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 428. Tokyo: 
Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
J. Aizenman and Y. Jinjarak. 2013. Real Estate Valuation, Current Account, and Credit Growth 

Patterns Before and After the 2008–2009 Crisis. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 429. 
Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
M. Kawai and P. Morgan. 2013. Banking Crises and ‘Japanization’. Origins and Implications. 

ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 430. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
R. Baldwin and M. Kawai. 2013. Multilateralizing Asian Regionalism. ADBI Working Paper 

Series. No. 431. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
M. Kawai and P.J. Morgan. 2013. Long-term Issues for Fiscal Sustainability in Emerging Asia. 

ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 432. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
P.J. Morgan and V. Pontines. 2013. An Asian Perspective on Global Financial Reforms. ADBI 

Working Paper Series. No. 433. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
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S.M. Thangavelu and A. Chongvilaivan. 2013. Financial Health and Firm Productivity: Firm-level 
Evidence from Viet Nam. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 434. Tokyo: Asian 
Development Bank Institute. 

 
P.J. Morgan. Monetary Policy Frameworks in Asia: Experience, Lessons, and Issues. ADBI 

Working Paper Series. No. 435. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
R. Pomfret and V. Pontines. 2013. Exchange Rate Policy and Regional Trade Agreements: A 

Case of Conflicted Interests. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 436. Tokyo: Asian 
Development Bank Institute. 

 
R. McKinnon and Z. Liu. 2013. Modern Currency Wars: The United States versus Japan. ADBI 

Working Paper Series. No. 437. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
M. Komatsu. 2013. Special Study on Sustainable Fisheries Management and International 

Trade in the Southeast Asia and Pacific Region. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 438. 
Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 

 
M. Nakatomi. 2013. Plurilateral Agreements: A Viable Alternative to the World Trade 

Organization? ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 439. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank 
Institute. 

 
S.Y. Chia. 2013. The ASEAN Economic Community: Progress, Challenges, and Prospects. 

ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 440. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
A. Acharya. 2013. ASEAN 2030: Challenges of Building a Mature Political and Security 

Community. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 441. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank 
Institute. 

 
G. Wignaraja. 2013. Regional Trade Agreements and Enterprises in Southeast Asia. ADBI 

Working Paper Series. No. 442. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
Y. Jinjarak. 2013. Supply Chains and Credit-Market Shocks: Some Implications for Emerging 

Markets. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 443. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank 
Institute. 

 
B. Dhar. 2013. The Future of the World Trade Organization. ADBI Working Paper Series. No. 

444. Tokyo: Asian Development Bank Institute.  
 
 
ADBI Issues Papers 
 
ADBI/ADB. 2013. Disaster Risk Management in Asia and the Pacific: Issues Paper. Tokyo: 

Asian Development Bank Institute. 
 
 
ADBI Papers in Refereed Journals 
 
T. Janus, Y. Jinjarak, and M. Uruyos. 2013. Sovereign Default Risk, Overconfident Investors, 

and Diverse Beliefs: Theory and Evidence from a New Dataset on Outstanding Credit 
Default Swaps. Journal of Financial Stability. 9 (3). pp. 330–336. 
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Y. Jinjarak, I. Noy, and H. Zheng. 2013. Capital Controls in Brazil: Stemming a Tide with a 

Signal? Journal of Banking and Finance. 37 (8). pp. 2938–2952.  
 
M. Kawai. 2013. Editorial. Asian Development Review. 30 (1). 
 
M. Kawai. 2013. Financing Development Cooperation in Northeast Asia. Northeast Asian 

Economic Review. 1 (1). pp. 1–40. 
 
M. Kawai and P Morgan. 2013. Long-Term Issues of Fiscal Sustainability. Public Policy Review. 

9 (4). pp. 751–769. 
 
V. Pontines. Inflation Targeting and Exchange Rate Volatility: A Treatment Effect Regression 

Approach. International Economic Journal. 27 (1). pp. 25–39. 
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SELECTED RESEARCH ACTIVITIES, 2014–2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project: Mega-regional FTAs and New Trade Issues 

Theme: Regional cooperation and integration 

Partner: World Trade Organization (WTO), Fung Global Institute, Asian think tanks 

Activity Outline: This study will assess the economic effects of large regional and cross-
regional free trade agreements (FTAs) for Asia and the Pacific, including: 

(i) study the economic implications of the Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP), the Trans-Pacific Partnership, and the Japan-European Union 

FTA for the region; 

(ii) examine the motivation and evolution of mega-regionals; 

(iii) analyze the possible contents of mega-regionals; 

(iv) estimate the economic effects of mega-regionals using modeling methods; 

(v) explore possible business impacts of mega-regionals; 

(vi) assess the coherence between mega-regionals and global trade rules under the 

WTO; 

(vii) chart policy implications of the mega-regional FTAs for Asia and the Pacific. 

Expected Outputs: Book publication, working papers 

 

Project: Asia–Europe Economic Ties 

Theme: Crosscutting 

Partner: European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 

Activity Outline: This flagship study will explore policy options to expand economic ties 
between Asia and Europe, including: 

(i) review patterns of trade, foreign investment, and financial flows between the two 
regions; 

(ii) analyze the linkage between economic ties and growth including transmission of 
external shocks; 

(iii) identify the regulatory, policy, and institutional barriers to closer economic relations; 
(iv) study the economic effects of the spread of interregional free trade agreements, 

monetary and financial cooperation, and other economic cooperation initiatives; and 
(v) recommend policies for closer economic ties and cooperation between the two 

regions in the future. 

Expected Outputs: Book publication, working papers 
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Project: Financing Infrastructure 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Partner: ADB (Economics and Research Department, Regional and Sustainable 
Development Department) 

Activity Outline: This study will assess challenges facing financing of infrastructure in Asia 
with regard to promoting sustainable and inclusive growth, including: 

(i) review of trends in the demand for infrastructure in Asia;  

(ii) review of the current and prospective capacity of the public sector, multilateral banks, 
and other institutions—such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Infrastructure Fund—to fund infrastructure projects in the region; 

(iii) identification of factors hindering private sector financing of infrastructure, including 
frameworks for public–private financing; and 

(iv) recommendations of policies to ease bottlenecks of private financing of infrastructure 
and other innovative approaches, such as increased tapping of sovereign wealth 
funds and expansion of cross-border financing institutions. 

Expected Outputs: Book publication, working papers 

 

Project: Improving the Policy Environment for Financial Inclusion 

Theme: Governance for policies and institutions 

Partners: Japan Financial Services Agency (FSA) and International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

Activity Outline: The study will identify approaches to promoting financial inclusion for 
both families and small and micro firms in Asia, including: 

(i) review recent trends in microfinance for both individuals and firms in emerging Asian 
economies;  

(ii) identify institutional and regulatory barriers to the expansion of microfinance;  

(iii) identify microprudential and macroprudential financial stability risks associated with 
the expansion of microfinance;  

(iv) identify policy options to reform the regulation of microfinance to encourage its 
expansion without jeopardizing financial stability; and 

(v) recommend policies to promote the expansion of financial inclusion for both families 
and firms in ways that are consistent with maintaining financial system stability. 

Expected Outputs: Book publication, working papers 

 



        Appendix 4 47 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Project: Financial Regulation, Tax Harmonization, and Financial Inclusion 

Theme: Governance for policies and institutions 

Partner: ASEAN Secretariat 

Activity Outline: The study will identify approaches to promoting financial development, 
financial stability, and financial integration and tax harmonization in Asia, including: 

(i) review of the current status of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), including 
identification of factors hindering progress toward greater financial market 
integration and tax harmonization;  

(ii) review of the current state of regional economic and financial surveillance and 
cooperation, including identification of factors that may hinder such cooperation; 

(iii) review issues related to the implementation of Basel III and related regulations in 
the region, including assessment of their implications for regional financial stability; 
and 

(iv) recommendations of policies to improve the effectiveness of the AEC framework for 
financial regulation, integration, and tax harmonization, and proposals for extending 
the framework to other parts of Asia, particularly South Asia and Central Asia. 

Expected Outputs: Book publication, working papers 
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QUALITY CONTROL MECHANISMS FOR RESEARCH PRODUCTS  

 
1. This appendix outlines the quality control mechanisms employed from the start of an 
Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) research activity through to its completion. 

 
A. Selection of Research Projects 

 
2. The research projects included in the 3-year rolling work program deal with topics falling 
under any of ADBI’s three priority themes: inclusive and sustainable growth, regional 
cooperation and integration, and governance for policies and institutions. The selection of 
specific research topics is based on the following: 

(i) the results of an annual research needs survey with key agencies in ADB’s 
developing member countries, think tanks, and ADB’s knowledge and operational 
departments; 

(ii) recommendations of the ADBI Advisory Council and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) Board of Directors and its Budget Review Committee;  

(iii) recommendations of senior policy makers in developing member countries; and 
(iv) ADBI’s research capacity, including human and financial resources. 

 
B. Review of Proposed Research Projects 

 
3. When research projects have been selected, they are reviewed as follows: 

(i) internal review by the Research Department; 
(ii) ADBI-wide review during the ADBI annual retreat; 
(iii) review by the ADBI Advisory Council; and  
(iv) review by ADB’s Board of Directors and its Budget Review Committee.  
 

C. Preparation of Research Projects 
 

4. A typical research project includes several components, such as overview studies, 
country studies, and thematic studies. The procedure for preparing a research project is as 
follows: 

(i) selection of a task manager; 
(ii) preparation of an activity profile, which includes, among others, the concept of 

the project, the specific issues to be studied, the intended clientele and 
consumers of the research outputs, the organization of the project team (which 
may include a steering committee, external advisory board, and working group, 
as appropriate), the terms of reference for each paper writer, and time line for 
each activity; 

(iii) circulation of the activity profile to ADBI staff and to ADB’s knowledge and 
operational departments for comments; and 

(iv) finalization of the activity profile.  
 

D. Conduct of Research Projects 
 
5. This phase covers the implementation of the research project up to acceptance of 
individual research papers and includes: 
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(i) selection and hiring of paper writers based on (a) educational background, 
(b) publication record on topics related to the research project, (c) track record in 
delivering research outputs, and (d) availability; 8 

(ii) an inception meeting, which includes the project team members and, if 
necessary, external reviewers who will review the research plan of each paper 
writer; 

(iii) technical workshop(s) to present the preliminary draft(s) of each paper for review 
by an external reviewer and other workshop participants; 

(iv) a conference to present the pre-final draft of the papers for review by an external 
reviewer and the conference participants; 

(v) review of the paper by the task manager and submission of the paper to the 
director of research for acceptance; and  

(vi) review of the paper and acceptance of the paper by the director of research. 
 

E. Publication of Research Project Outputs  
    

6. Research papers that have been accepted may be published as ADBI working papers, 
as book chapters, or as journal articles. The review processes for these various outputs are 
outlined below.  

 
F. Working Papers 

 
7. ADBI working papers are preliminary in nature and are published only electronically. The 
process for uploading working papers to the ADBI website is as follows:  

(i) selection of research papers by the task manager for circulation as working 
papers; 

(ii) review of each selected paper by at least one in-house professional research 
member of staff; 

(iii) review of the revised papers by the task manager and submission of the papers 
to the director of research for approval; 

(iv) transmittal of the approved research papers by the director of research to the 
ADBI editorial unit for copy editing; and 

(v) approval by the director of research of the edited research papers for posting on 
the ADBI website as working papers. 

 
G. Books 

 
8. ADBI may publish books itself, with ADB-HQ, or with commercial publishers. All books 
are subject to review and approval for publication by the ADBI Publications Committee. The 
publication process is as follows:  

(i) selection of book editors who are responsible for the contents; 
(ii) selection of a task manager who will oversee all phases of book production; 
(iii) selection of papers to be included as book chapters by the editors; 
(iv) review of the selected papers by the editors, with the assistance of an external 

reviewer for each paper when appropriate, and transmittal of comments and 
suggestions for improvement of the papers to the paper writers; 

(v) review of the revised papers by the editors; 
(vi) review of the draft book by two external reviewers;  
(vii) finalization of the draft book by the editors; and 

                                                
8
 Paper writers include in-house research staff and external consultants. 
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(i) copy editing of the book.  
 

H. Journal Articles 
 
9. Authors of working papers that are not included in any book publications are encouraged 
to submit their papers to professional journals, including ADB’s Asian Development Review, for 
publication. The papers are subject to the review procedures of each journal.  

 
I. Research Policy Briefs  
 
10. Research policy briefs are based on ADBI books, working papers, or journal articles that 
have been reviewed internally and/or externally.  
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SELECTED CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES,  

2014–2016 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project: Microfinance Training of Trainers 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: E-learning 

Partners: World Bank (Tokyo Development Learning Center and Global Development Learning 
Network) 

Activity Outline: Started in 2004, this annual distance-learning course aims to enhance the 
capacity of microfinance operators and institutes in Asia and the Pacific by training microfinance 
trainers. The training will also benefit regulators by enhancing their understanding of 
microfinance operations, microfinance institutes’ risk profiles, and the implications for regulation 
or supervision. 

Expected Outputs: Trained microfinance trainers 

Project: Financial Inclusion Workshops and Forums 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: Asia-Pacific Financial Development Center, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Business Advisory Council, APEC Study Center 

Activity Outline: Financial inclusion is an effective policy approach to achieve inclusive growth. 
Since 2009, the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) has organized seminars on financial 
inclusion with the APEC Business Advisory Council, and, more recently, the Shanghai-based 
Asia-Pacific Financial Development Center. These events facilitate policy dialogues on the 
challenge of improving financial inclusion, sharing experiences in microfinance, and financial 
regulation innovations in Asia and the Pacific.  

Expected Outputs: Adoption of best practices, country action plans, enhanced networking 



52 Appendix 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project: Public–Private Partnership in Infrastructure 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: Agence Française de Développement, US-Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Business Council 

Activity Outline: This project consists of two parts. The first consists of policy dialogues 
between government officials of developing member countries in charge of infrastructure 
construction and finance and private sector parties interested in public projects. The policy 
dialogue is intended to strengthen the communication and exchanges between public and 
private sectors to facilitate public–private partnerships in infrastructure. The second part 
consists of workshops that will provide comprehensive training on the design, evaluation, and 
implementation of public–private partnership projects.  

Expected Outputs: Adoption of best practices, country action plans, enhanced networking 

Project: Policies and Practices of Low-Carbon Green Growth 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Course-based training 

Partners: ADB (Regional and Sustainable Development Department (RSDD), Economics and 
Research Department (ERD) Sustainable Development Leadership Program), Climate and 
Development Knowledge Network (CDKN) 

Activity Outline: Tackling climate change and accelerating green growth is now being 
recognized as an important strategy in Asia to achieve inclusive and sustainable growth. 
Positive experiences include its contributions to poverty eradication, economic growth, clean 
energy provision, and employment. On the other hand, further policy interventions are needed 
at national, sectoral, subregional, and regional levels as emerging Asian economies are 
operating in increasingly uncertain and volatile economic, technological, and financial 
conditions. Such concerns are manifested in the current debates on “nationally appropriate 
mitigation actions,” international technology programs, and access to global green funds. The 
objective of this capacity building program is to spread and disseminate successful policy 
actions of some Asian countries to other developing nations, while widening and deepening 
actions in the leading economies of Asia, by learning and sharing their experiences and 
lessons. The results of the ADBI and ADB study on Climate Change and Green Asia will be 
disseminated through this program.  

Expected Outputs: Participants become strategic thinkers and leaders in their chosen 
organizational contexts 
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Project: Labor Migration Policies 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Policy dialogue 

Partners: Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD), International 
Labour Organization 

Activity Outline: Labor migration is an important dimension of globalization and an important 
source of income for many low-income families in developing Asia. A roundtable on labor 
migration was held with the OECD in January 2012, as a follow-up to the January 2011 event 
on “Labor Migration in Asia: Recent Trends and Prospects in the Post-crisis Context.” ADBI’s 
Capacity Building and Training Department (CBT) will continue its cooperation with the partners 
to promote labor migration with effective policies and regional cooperation. An ADBI–OECD 
joint report, Managing Migration to Support Inclusive and Sustainable Growth, was published in 
2012. An edited book on labor migration policies is expected to be published in 2013. 

Expected Outputs: Sharing country experiences, enhanced understanding on labor mobility, 
and better regional coordination for labor mobility 

 

 

 

 

 

Project: Climate Change Adaptation in Pacific Island Countries 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: ADB (Pacific Department), Secretariat of Pacific Regional Environmental 
Partnership, United States Department of Agriculture, Australian National University, CDKN 

Activity Outline: Climate change is now widely regarded as one of the most serious 
challenges the world faces, and adapting to it is an urgent requirement for small island 
countries. The treatment of climate change adaptation as a disaster risk mitigation measure 
has proven popular in Pacific island states in recent years. There are many examples of no-
regret measures in the Pacific that are easy to implement. Integrating these strategies into 
disaster risk reduction and select climate change mitigation measures, such as renewable 
energy uptake, are expected to work as real options to redistribute climate change adaptation 
financing by donors. A course-based training workshop will be conducted for the effective use 
of adaptation planning tools, budget costing methods, and integrated approaches in climate 
change adaptation as appropriate to small Pacific island countries. Relevant parts of the ADBI 
book Climate Change in Asia and the Pacific: How Can Countries Adapt? and other knowledge 
products will also be disseminated. 

Expected Outputs: Officials trained in climate change adaptation 
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Project: Practice Approaches to achieve Financial Inclusion in Developing Asia 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Course-based training 

Partners: ASEAN Secretariat, Alliance for Financial Inclusion, Consultative Group to Assist 
the Poor  

Activity Outline: This project aims to address capacity building needs of Asian countries in 
developing concrete action plans and practical approaches in implementing financial inclusion 
initiatives. Using the Group of Twenty (G20) framework on financial inclusion as a starting 
point, the idea is to identify specific best practices that can be applied to develop and 
strengthen countries’ capacity to implement two key financial inclusion initiatives: financial 
literacy and small and medium enterprise (SME) finance. These areas are being identified as 
priorities based on current discussions in Asia (e.g., in ASEAN, financial literacy and SME 
development are being pursued to support the Framework on Equitable Economic 
Development). As its name suggests, the project will attempt to discuss in-depth policy issues 
related to these areas, and then develop training and capacity building strategies to enable 
countries to operationalize and implement projects related to financial literacy and SME 
financing. 

Expected Outputs: Sharing country experiences, learning financial innovations and further 
financial deregulations 

 

Project: Water Resource Management 

Theme: Inclusive and sustainable growth 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: ADB (RSDD), Japan Water Agency, Mekong River Commission, Center for River 
Basin Organization and Management 

Activity Outline: Policy dialogues and training will be organized on issues related to water 
resources management, such as water quality and groundwater management, public–private 
partnerships in integrated water resources management, water-related disaster management, 
the evaluation of water rights and water allocation proposals, etc. The activities will be jointly 
organized with the Network of Asian River Basin Organizations. 

Expected Outputs: Adoption of best practices, country action plans, enhanced networking 
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Project: Capital Market Development and Integration in Asia 

Theme: Regional Cooperation and Integration 

Format: Policy dialogue 

Partners: OECD, Japanese Ministry of Finance, ADB (Office of Regional Economic Integration 
(OREI), ERD) 

Activity Outline: Continued collaboration with OECD will be explored through a series of 
roundtables on capital market reform. These will discuss international best practices and 
standards in market supervision and enforcement; risk management; market infrastructure for 
trading, clearing, and settlement; disclosure; governance; and accounting. Issues and best 
practices related to capital account liberalization and harmonization of market standards and 
practices may also be discussed to promote further integration of capital markets. 

Expected Outputs: Sharing and adoption of best practices, country action plans, enhanced 
networking 

 

Project: Innovation in Regional Cooperation for Green Asia 

Theme: Regional cooperation and integration 

Format: Policy dialogue 

Partners: CDKN 

Activity Outline: Governments around Asia face challenges in addressing unsustainable 
patterns of consumption and production resulting in increased emissions and pollution. Despite 
limited improvements in carbon and resource productivity in recent years, overall energy use, 
material consumption, and waste have continued to increase. Aiming to maintain rapid 
economic growth while simultaneously improving environmental quality and achieving social 
progress cannot be met without employing innovative public policies. This policy dialogue will 
identify immediate policy windows of cooperation that exist for governments, technology and 
finance opportunities for the private sector, and a social agenda for nongovernmental 
organizations to adopt tested and proven low-carbon green growth approaches. 

Expected Outputs: Sharing and adoption of best practices, country action plans, enhanced 
networking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



56 Appendix 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project: Supporting Equitable Economic Development in ASEAN (CLMV Project) 

Theme: Regional cooperation and integration 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: ADB (South Asia Department), ASEAN Secretariat, Agence Française de 
Développement, Mekong Institute 

Activity Outline: The ADBI CBT and Research Departments are collaborating to implement 
a series of integrated research and capacity development activities under this project. The 
project has been focused on the theme of agricultural productivity and may evolve into other 
sectors as identified by stakeholders and subject to cofinancing support. In any area, CBT 
activities will be designed to build on available research outputs from ADBI, ADB, and the 
development community and to provide government officials with new information and 
approaches to considering issues of subregional importance. 

Expected Outputs: Adoption of best practices, country action plans, enhanced networking 

Project: Promoting Regional Integration and Sustainable Growth in Central Asia 

Theme: Regional cooperation and integration 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: ADB (Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Unit, Central and 
West Asia Department); CAREC partner multilateral institutions (European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, International Monetary Fund (IMF), Islamic Development 
Bank, World Bank); Asia-Pacific Finance and Development Center 

Activity Outline: CBT will expand its collaboration with the CAREC Program to support 
capacity building of government officials with a focus on the program’s priority sectors: 
transport, trade facilitation, energy, and trade policy. CBT will seek to develop up to four 
events each year during 2013–2015 with the CAREC Institute, the program’s knowledge 
center. An additional event will be explored with ADB to provide course-based training on 
issues related to macroeconomic management and bank regulation for government officials 
from Turkmenistan. The CAREC Program is a partnership of 10 countries and six 
multilateral institutions working to expand trade and improve competitiveness through a 
focused, action-oriented, and results-driven program of regional projects and initiatives. 
ADBI’s contribution to CAREC capacity building activities will focus on efforts to share wider 
Asian experience with CAREC government officials in a range of areas. 

Expected Outputs: Sharing and adoption of best practices, country action plans, 
enhanced networking 
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Project: Disaster Management and Prevention 

Theme: Governance for policies and institutions 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training 

Partners: ADB (RSDD); Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN 
ESCAP); National Disaster Management Authority, India; Network of Asia Pacific Schools 
and Institutes of Public Administration and Governance/Jawaharlal Nehru University, India; 
International Poverty Reduction Center of China; School of Post Disaster Reconstruction 
and Management, Sichuan University 

Activity Outline: Scaling a New Height: Disaster Risk Management in Asia and the Pacific  

Asia and the Pacific is a region which has been particularly exposed to natural hazards and 
disasters. Of the 10 disasters with the highest death tolls across the world since 1980, 
seven occurred in Asia. In 2011, 80% of global disaster-related economic losses occurred in 
this region. A conservative estimate of the average annual direct economic damage due to 
disasters in the region in 2001–2011 is $60 billion (UN ESCAP database). 

ADBI and RSDD have conducted an in-depth study of the emerging key issues of disaster 
risk management (DRM) in the region. This study is expected to be completed in spring 
2014, with a set of policy recommendations for strengthening DRM systems in the region’s 
developing member countries (DMCs) and for mainstreaming DRM imperatives into broad 
national development agendas in these countries.  

The planned CBT activity is intended to provide trainings to officials from DRM authorities of 
the region’s DMCs on these policy recommendations. The trainings will draw on the 
experiences and lessons of the countries with more successful DRM systems and practices, 
while integrating these experiences and lessons with the economic, social and cultural 
realities of the DMCs. A series of workshops will be held for this purpose in 2014–2015.  

Expected Outputs:  Training DMC government officials in DRM 

 

Project: Macroeconomic Policy Analysis and Management 

Theme: Governance for policies and institutions 

Format: Course-based training 

Partners: ADBI Research Department; ADB (OREI); National Graduate Institute for Policy 
Studies 

Activity Outline: This workshop will provide basic training on analyzing macroeconomic 
variables, building baseline models, economic forecasting, and assessing the impact of 
monetary and fiscal policy. Course materials will be developed based on the “Financial 
Programming and Policies” of the IMF. The workshop will be held once a year and will 
target officials from central banks and finance ministries of DMCs.  

Expected Outputs: Central bankers and macroeconomic policy makers with new technical 
skills for doing macroeconomic analysis 
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Project: Promoting Regional Cooperation and Integration in ASEAN 

Theme: Regional cooperation and integration 

Format: Policy dialogue and course-based training  

Partners: Japanese Fair Trade Commission and other East Asian fair trade commissions  

Activity Outline: With the eventual realization of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 
and the completion of negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) by 2015, ASEAN has to prepare for new challenges and realities. For example, with 
the AEC and RCEP in place, ASEAN will face more intense competition for trade in goods, 
services and investment. In addition, ASEAN will try to achieve financial integration in three 
areas: financial services liberalization, capital market development, and capital account 
liberalization. However, given the diverse levels of financial sector development in the region, 
achieving financial integration is not easy. Capacity building and institutional gaps still exist 
across countries (especially in Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, 
and Viet Nam) that may militate against the realization of AEC goals. This project aims to 
identify issues and develop a practical roadmap for deeper regional economic integration, 
particularly in facilitating free flow of goods, labor and capital, and financial integration. 

Expected Outputs: Better understanding of competition policy and improvement in 
enforcement of competition policies 

Project: Building Institutions for Competition Policies 

Theme: Governance for policies and institutions 

Format: Policy dialogue 

Partners: Japan Fair Trade Commission and other East Asian fair trade commissions  

Activity Outline: As regulations or limitations on intraregional trade and investment are 
relaxed or removed with closer economic integration, an effective competition law that 
applies consistently across the region is needed to promote fair competition and prevent 
anticompetitive practices. An effective competition law will also help promote the growth of 
small and medium-sized enterprises and allow them to compete more effectively in a larger 
and more integrated economic region. Workshops will be organized to share experiences in 
developing and enforcing competition laws in East Asian countries. 

Expected Outputs: Better understanding of competition policy and improvement in 
enforcement of competition policies 




