
Eradicating extreme poverty by promoting inclusive, 
environmentally sustainable growth is well engrained 
in the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) vision—an 
Asia and Pacific region free of poverty—Strategy 
2020 and its midterm review. In 2015, the global and 
regional development landscape experienced many 
changes. First was the Sendai World Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction, followed by the Addis Ababa 
International Conference on Financing for 
Development, then the adoption of the United 
Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
and finally the new Paris climate agreement. 

To keep pace with these developments, in 2015 our Board of Directors approved the 
merger of our Ordinary Capital Resources with the Asian Development Fund lending 
operations. This action will help ADB achieve substantially increased lending and 
enable us to better support the region’s development needs. ADB’s communities of 
practices were replaced with sector and thematic groups, and technical advisors were 
appointed for each group to provide enhanced knowledge support for ADB operations. 
New knowledge impetus created through sector and thematic groups will help ADB 
remain relevant to the changing development dynamics in the region. 

In the lead-up to the Paris agreement, ADB announced its commitment to doubling 
annual climate financing to $6 billion a year by 2020. To help channel more investor 
funds into projects that promote low-carbon and climate resilient development, we 
raised $500 million from an inaugural Green Bond issue. We also became the first 
multilateral development bank accredited to receive financing from the Green Climate 
Fund. ADB’s integrated Energy, Environment, Health and Safety Management System 
continued to improve in 2015 and ADB achieved Gold certification for Leadership in 
Energy and Environment Design for its headquarters’ extension. In 2015, ADB 
continued to rely on 100% renewable energy sources for its electricity consumption in 
headquarters. 

Many challenges remain ahead for the Asia and Pacific region. We know that ADB is 
well positioned to more e�ectively contribute to inclusive, environmentally 
sustainable, low-carbon, and climate-resilient development across the region. 
Together with our members and development partners, and through development of 
our new long-term strategy to 2030, we will strive to invest our expanded resources 
while ensuring that our operations are of the right type, of the highest quality, and 
feature strong sustainability and innovation.

Takehiko Nakao
President, Asian Development Bank 
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The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has issued its Sustainability Report every 2 years 
since 2007. ADB’s Sustainability Reports allow our stakeholders to assess our 
operational and organizational sustainability performance and provide them with a 
single point of reference to understand our commitment to sustainable development.    

For 2016, this annual Sustainability Report highlights the integration of sustainability 
into ADB’s investments and organizational activities during 2015. A separate detailed 
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) index contains the responses of ADB to standard 
and specific disclosures in the GRI’s G4 Sustainability Reporting Guidelines and G4 
Financial Services Sector Guidelines. The Sustainability Report and detailed GRI Index 
are prepared in accordance with the G4 Sustainability Reporting Guidelines and are 
available online at www.adb.org/documents/asian-development-bank-
sustainability-report-2016. 

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its 
developing member countries reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of their 
people. Despite the region’s many successes, it remains home to half of the world’s 
extreme poor. ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive economic 
growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main 
instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, 
equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance. 
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ADB Sustainability Highlights 2015 

Restoring Livelihoods and Education Provision in Nepal

The Sanjiang Plain wetlands comprise one of the richest areas of 
globally significant biodiversity, particularly water birds, in the 
People's Republic of China. In 2015, a project performance 
evaluation of the Sanjiang Plain Wetlands Protection Project 
found that the project performed well, had a significant impact on 
wetland protection, and demonstrated scaling up potential. Major 
achievements were that (i) wetland protection criteria and water 
allocation for wetland management were included in watershed–, 
city-, and county-level water resources management plans; (ii) 
pilot farm land-to-wetland restoration conducted under the 

project was disseminated to other wetland restoration sites; (iii) water bird recovery by project 
activities such as stork nest installation was successful and continuous monitoring showed an 
increase in water birds including some endangered species; (iv) survey and focus group 
discussions with a�ected people demonstrated that the project’s pioneering and successful 
provision of alternative livelihoods through noncash compensation or in-kind support can work in 
wetland restoration projects; and (v) public awareness was raised through wetland protection 
education at schools and conservation awareness activities, and capacities of government sta� 
and community leaders and residents for wetland protection were developed through training.

In April 2015, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake in Nepal caused 
widespread devastation and a�ected the livelihoods of about 2.3 
million households. Schooling was also disrupted, with over 
26,000 classrooms destroyed and a further 26,000 damaged. In 
areas already plagued by severe poverty, the earthquake will push 
at least 700,000 additional Nepalese below the poverty line. In 
response, ADB rapidly approved and disbursed a $3 million grant 
from the Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund for the immediate 
needs of the a�ected communities. ADB also approved a $15 
million grant by the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction to provide 

microcredit to members of small farmer cooperatives to help restore their livelihoods and rebuild 
disaster-resilient schools, equipping them with information and communication technology 
equipment and science laboratories, as well as improved learning space, furniture, and amenities. 
The grant will also help raise community awareness within a�ected areas on how to strengthen 
disaster resilience through the development  of community-based disaster risk management 
plans.

In 2015, ADB approved a $35 million investment for the Vientiane 
Sustainable Urban Transport Project, which will be cofinanced by 
the Asian Investment Facility, the European Investment Bank, the 
Global Environment Facility, and the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries Fund for International 
Development. The project will deliver the first bus rapid transit 
(BRT) system in the Lao People's Democratic Republic, as well as 
other transport solutions, to ease tra�c in the fastgrowing capital. 
The project will fund 11.5 km of dedicated bus lanes and 96 
climate-friendly buses that meet a minimum of Euro IV emissions 

standards. The number of registered private vehicles in Vientiane has grown more than 10% a 
year over the past 15 years, resulting in an increasing number of tra�c accidents and worsening 
air quality. The project will help reduce tra�c congestion, improve road conditions for walking 
and bicycling , and enhance air quality. Shifting transport demand from private vehicles to BRT 
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25,000 tons per year.

Improving Wetland Biodiversity in the People's Republic of China

Addis Ababa International 
Conference on Financing 
for Development 

Sendai World Conference on 
Disaster Risk Reduction 

New Paris climate agreement 

Doubled its commitment to climate 
finance with a target of $6 billion 
annually by 2020, $4 billion for 
mitigation and $2 billion for 
adaptation 

Approved the merger of its Asian 
Development Fund lending 
operations with its Ordinary 
Capital Resources balance sheet, 
to dramatically increase its lending 
capacity by up to $20 billion by 2020    

Issued its inaugural “Green 
Bond” of $500 million 
promoting low-carbon, 
climate-resilient development 

Created sector and thematic 
groups, and appointed a technical 
advisor for each group to provide 
enhanced knowledge support

To ensure its operations keep pace with the changing development landscape, ADB:

121 ADB investments totaling 
$16.3 billion contributed to 
inclusive economic growth, 
$2.0 billion of which directly 
targeted poverty reduction 

100% of ADB’s investments were 
subject to an initial poverty and 
social assessment

Operational Plan for Health, 
addresses the health needs of the
region

New leave benefits

Preschool assistance for 
international sta� Sta� engagement survey

To better position ADB to fully engage and motivate its workforce:

Promoting Environmental Sustainability

65 ADB investments totaling 
$7.1 billion contributed 
to environmentally 
sustainable growth 

100% of ADB investments were 
screened for environmental impacts 
consistent with the Safeguard 
Policy Statement 

Operational Plan for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, emphasizes  
natural resources management and 
climate resilience 

ADB demonstrated environmental leadership by:

Receiving a Gold Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design Certification for its 
headquarters extension 

Successfully verifying its 
Greenhouse Gas emissions 
inventory for headquarters to 
international standards 

Achieving international standards 
certification for its events sustainability 
management system following the 
Annual Meeting in 2015 in Baku, Azerbaijan 

Financing Development Supporting Inclusive Economic Growth

ADB supports its developing member countries through government and private sector investments 
and technical assistance to help achieve its vision of an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. 

Delivering Bus Rapid Transit in the Lao People's Democratic Republic

United Nations'
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

54% of ADB investments 
(as a 2013–2015 average) 
mainstreamed gender to 
help close gender gaps and 
improve gender equality results 




