
 

 

Chair’s Summary of Meeting of the Board of Directors
4 December 2009 
 
 

ADB's Approach to Assisting the Pacific (2010–2014) 
 
1. All Directors endorsed ADB's Approach to Assisting the Pacific, 2010-2014 (Pacific 
Approach). Directors sought clarification as to why the document had been called an Approach and 
not a Strategy. Directors appreciated the special development context, the importance of traditional 
systems and the need to seek consensus for change.  
 
2. Most Directors appreciated that the Pacific Approach was aligned with ADB's Strategy 2020. 
Directors supported the Pacific Approach's focus on greater country ownership, and the means to 
better implementation and development effectiveness.  
 
3. Most Directors welcomed the continuing focus on improving the environment for private 
sector development, including creating space for private sector operations and reducing the scope 
of the public sector in the economy. 
 
4. Most Directors supported the Pacific Approach's prioritization of assistance to strengthening 
core government functions, gender mainstreaming, urban development, and the pursuit of 
alternative energy and energy efficiencies. Directors also supported progress made thus far in 
strengthening development coordination, and the need to continue the process. 
 
5. Some Directors suggested that ADB should assist tourism, agriculture and fisheries 
development as the largest sources of growth in the region. 
 
6. All Directors expressed concern regarding the impact of global climate change on the 
region and pointed to the need to respond to this challenge. 
 
7. One Director also suggested that there was greater opportunity for regional cooperation 
and integration, including in financial services, while another Director pointed out the need for 
careful cost-benefit analysis of each regional program given the high cost of transportation among 
small island countries. 
 
8. Some Directors acknowledged the importance of development coordination and 
effectiveness under the Cairns Compact and also welcomed recent staff engagement with key 
Development partners. Some Directors asked for a more detailed matrix covering Development 
Partners' operations. 
 
 




