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Thailand: Country Partnership Strategy (2007-2011)  
 
 

Directors unanimously endorsed the Thailand Country Partnership Strategy (CPS) for 
2007-2011.  They welcomed the succinct yet comprehensive assessment of the development 
challenges that Thailand faces as a middle-income country (MIC), and the selective program of 
engagement. The alignment of the CPS with Thailand’s 10th National Economic and Social 
Development Plan, as well as its consistency with ADB’s Medium-Term Strategy and Regional 
Cooperation and Integration Strategy, was appreciated. 

 
The emphasis of the CPS on improving the enabling environment for private sector 

participation and investment was considered to be an essential step toward the broader 
objective of improving Thailand’s competitiveness in the global economy. Some Directors felt 
that a governance assessment should have been prepared to highlight the principal governance 
issues and challenges in Thailand, how the Government is responding, and the appropriate role 
for ADB. It was explained that ADB drew upon governance assessments prepared by other 
organizations and that improving governance and strengthening the rule of law will underpin all 
of ADB’s operations in Thailand.  

 
Directors appreciated that the CPS includes partnership activities at the regional level 

which will enhance Thailand’s role, capacity, and effectiveness as a regional donor and global 
development partner. A few Directors, however, cautioned against allocating significant grant 
assistance toward strengthening the institutional capacity of the Neighboring Countries 
Economic Development Cooperation Agency (NEDA). The emphasis on improving governance 
within NEDA and helping to strengthen its environmental and social safeguards was widely 
endorsed.  

 
Most chairs felt that anchoring the CPS in a knowledge-based partnership was 

appropriate for a MIC such as Thailand and that potential lending operations must be demand-
driven, demonstrate development impacts, and mobilize private investment. It was 
acknowledged that monitoring and measuring the impacts and outcomes of a knowledge-based 
program is not always easy, but the annual business plans should highlight the linkages 
between key policy reforms and improvements in governance, value for money, fiscal space, 
and private sector participation.  

 
In the context of implementing the CPS, a number of Directors stressed the importance 

of strengthening ADB's overall capacity on knowledge transfer, and staffing the Resident 
Mission with experienced professionals who can bring the necessary knowledge and experience 
to engage effectively with Government and the private sector. Directors also mentioned that 
further streamlining and simplifying some of ADB’s operational processes and procedures is a 
necessary precondition for increasing ADB’s responsiveness, flexibility, and value addition in 
MICs such as Thailand. 

 




