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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Focus and Key Activities 
 
1. The majority of external financing is in primary education, followed by secondary, 
nonformal, skills development, and higher education. The table summarizes development 
partners’ key funding to different projects at various education levels. The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and the World Bank remain the major development partners in secondary 
education.  
 

Major Development Partners 

Development 
Partner Project Name Duration 

Amount 

($ million) 

ADB Secondary Education Sector Development Project 2007–2013 85.0 

ADB Teaching Quality Improvement in Secondary Education Project 2004–2012 68.9 

ADB Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016 320.0 

AusAID BRAC Education Program 2007–2011 30.0 

AusAID
a
 Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016  

CIDA BRAC Education Program 2007–2011 56.7 

CIDA
b
 Teaching Quality Improvement in Secondary Education Project 2004–2012 18.0 

CIDA
a
 Third Primary Education Development Program   

DFID Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016 190.0 

DFID BRAC Education Program 2004–2011 56.7 

European Union
a
 Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016  

JICA Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016 30.0 

Sida Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016 45.0 

UNICEF Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016 0.5 

World Bank Third Primary Education Development Program 2011–2016 300.0 

World Bank Secondary Education Quality and Access Improvement Project 2008–2016 130.7 
a
 Contribution to the Third Primary Education Development Program yet to be confirmed. 

b
 CIDA is cofinancing the Teaching Quality Improvement in Secondary Education Project. 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, AusAID = Australian Agency for International Development, BRAC = Bangladesh 
Rural Advancement Committee, CIDA = Canadian International Development Agency, DFID = Department for 
International Development of the United Kingdom, JICA = Japan International Cooperation Agency, Sida = Swedish 
International Development Agency, UNICEF = United Nations Children’s Fund. 
Source: Asian Development Bank estimates. 

 
B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination 
 
2. The three major projects in secondary education—the Teaching Quality Improvement in 
Secondary Education Project (TQI-I), Secondary Education Sector Development Project 
(SESDP), and Secondary Education Quality and Access Improvement Project (SEQAP)—are 
implemented by three separate project implementation units. While the two projects funded by 
ADB (TQI-I and SESDP) have maintained close coordination, efforts are also being made to 
coordinate with the World Bank-funded project (SEQAP). In the Local Consultative Group’s 
education subgroup, which includes civil society representatives, a wide group of stakeholders 
organizes regular meetings to discuss key issues and the status of different initiatives in the 
sector. The education subgroup has also assisted in consolidating development partners’ 
feedback to the formulation of key government policy documents, such as the National 
Education Policy (NEP) and the Sixth Five Year Plan, 2011–2015.   
 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=40448-013-3
http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=40448-013-3
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C. Achievements and Issues  
 
3. According to an initial assessment by TQI-I, the targeting of classroom teaching and 
learning through continuous professional development has resulted in considerable changes in 
teaching and learning practices. Both primary and secondary education have benefitted from 
sustained support from development partners (including ADB and the World Bank) particularly 
in improving access and in achieving gender parity up to secondary level. The focus of ADB and 
World Bank support in secondary education has increasingly shifted to improving the quality of 
education and improving internal and external efficiency. The government and concerned 
development partners increasingly recognize that a more holistic approach is needed to 
establish a sustainable and responsive secondary education system, in line with government 
priorities as laid out in the Sixth Five Year Plan and NEP. In response, ADB is supporting a 
policy and advisory technical assistance project to help the Ministry of Education develop a 
strategy to implement NEP priorities in secondary education. ADB will also support a larger and 
longer-term program for secondary education to help the government take a sector-wide 
approach by building on the lessons learned in primary and secondary education. An increased 
number of development partners are expected to support a more harmonized and holistic 
program for secondary education. 
 
D. Summary and Recommendations 
 
4. Building on the experience of the ongoing TQI-I, the proposed Second Teaching Quality 
Improvement in Secondary Education Project will help to reinforce standards for ensuring 
qualified and experienced teachers, implement reforms, and strengthen institutions to enhance 
the quality of teaching and learning, leading to improvements in student achievements. The 
following recommendations are proposed: (i) selectively strengthen teacher training colleges to 
develop into centers of excellence for training teachers in priority subjects such as English, 
Mathematics, and Science; (ii) help operationalize the National Teacher Education Council to 
set and enforce standards for teachers; (iii) strengthen the National Teacher Registration and 
Certification Authority to maintain a reliable database of qualified teachers to help the school 
management committees, particularly of nongovernment schools, to recruit high-quality 
teachers; and (iv) engage the University Grants Commission and interested universities to 
partner with teacher training colleges to enhance the quality of pre-service teacher education. 
  

 




