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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities 
 

1. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been providing long-term, consistent, and 
coordinated support to Cambodia's power sector with a combination of public sector and private 
sector loans and technical assistance (TA). Transmission lines from neighboring countries were 
supported with public and private sector investments, and rural electrification through a bulk-
supply distribution approach. The result was an increase in the availability and use of electricity 
and regional grid connectivity. TA also supported sector reforms such as developing the 
electricity law, tariff policy, and the petroleum law, as well as institutional capacity building of key 
agencies.  
 

2. One of the government’s key objectives is to increase Cambodia’s household 
electrification rate from 26% in 2011 to 52% by 2020 and 70% by 2030, mainly by expanding 
the country’s grid-electricity transmission and distribution network. Since the private sector, both 
domestic and foreign, is predominantly investing in large-scale power generation, a primary 
focus of development partners involved in Cambodia’s power sector development is to support 
the government in achieving its targets by providing financing for the extension of high-
voltage—230 kilovolt (kV) and 115 kV—and medium-voltage (22 kV) transmission lines and off-
grid electrification from renewable energy sources.  
 

3. Support has been and will continue to be well coordinated with that of other development 
partners. The World Bank is implementing the Rural Electrification and Transmission Project. 
Other bilateral partners—e.g., Agence Française de Développement, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency, and the Nordic Development Fund—mainly support ADB infrastructure 
projects through cofinancing. Development partners' recent key activities are in the table below. 
 

Major Development Partners  

Development Partner Project Name Duration 
Amount 

(million) 

Energy/ Economic Growth 

ADB Power Rehabilitation 1994–2000 
 

$28.2 

 Provincial Power Supply 2000–2007 $18.6 
 Greater Mekong Subregion Transmission 2003–2010 $44.3 
 Second Power Transmission and Distribution 2006–2013 $20.0 

 Cambodia Power Transmission Lines Co., Ltd.  
(private sector) 

2007–2009 $8.0 
 

AFD Provincial Power Supply  
(cofinanced with ADB) 

2000–2007 
 

$2.5 

JICA Rehabilitation and Upgrading of Electricity Supply Facilities 
for Phnom Penh  

2005–2009 $31.0 

 Second Power Transmission and Distribution 
(cofinanced with ADB)  

2006–2013 ¥2,632 

KfW Transmission Line (Takeo to Kampot) 2005–2011 €12.2 
NDF Greater Mekong Subregion Transmission 

(cofinanced with ADB) 
2003–2010 €10.0 

World Bank Phnom Penh Power Rehabilitation 1993–2000 $40.0 
 Rural Electrification and Transmission Project 2003–2012 $16.0 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, AFD = Agence Française de Développement, JICA = Japan International 
Cooperation Agency, NDF = Nordic Development Fund.  
Source: Asian Development Bank.  
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B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination 
 

4. The Government of Cambodia has taken responsibility in coordinating development 
partner assistance and in harmonizing and aligning assistance with government priorities and 
objectives of the National Strategic Development Plan, 2009–2013. The annual Cambodia 
Development Cooperation Forum is complemented by three quarterly meetings of a 
government–development partners coordinating committee, which is in turn supported by 
19 technical working groups (TWGs). 
 

5. The Infrastructure and Regional Integration Technical Working Group (IRITWG), chaired 
by the Ministry of Public Works and Transport, has six sub-technical working groups (Sub-
TWGs), including the Energy Sub-TWG chaired by the Ministry of Industry, Mines and Energy. 
The IRITWG and the Energy Sub-TWG provide a forum in which the government and 
development partners can share information and discuss common issues in the sector. In 
addition, information is proactively exchanged between key development partners on specific 
project activities.  
 

C. Achievements and Issues 
 

6. The government and development partners have taken the initiative in sharing 
experiences and determining areas of strategic coordination to ensure an effective, efficient, 
and results-focused contribution from the power sector to Cambodia’s socioeconomic 
development. In addition to formal institutional arrangements and processes, development 
partners frequently exchange information and arrange meetings with the government to ensure 
adequate portfolio management and to strengthen power sector reform through dialogue.  
 

7. Considering that investments of an estimated $1.0 billion are required to achieve the 
government’s electrification objectives, leveraging ADB financing with external grant and loan 
financing remains vital. Effective development partner coordination results in strategic 
cofinancing opportunities. Two of ADB’s proposed projects, the Rural Energy Project and the 
Medium-Voltage Sub-Transmission Expansion Sector Project, will receive cofinancing from the 
Government of Australia and the OPEC Fund for International Development.  

 

8. The energy sector in Cambodia is developing rapidly in the areas of physical 
infrastructure. Besides supporting the government in building the country’s electricity 
infrastructure, development partners also need to continue their partnership with the 
government through reform and policy dialogue.  

 

D. Summary and Recommendations 
 

9. Development partner coordination has in the past provided the government with 
opportunities to synergize interventions and capitalize on best practices. ADB, the World Bank, 
and bilateral partners have provided a significant portion of the funds for developing Cambodia’s 
power sector, in particular the country’s power transmission network. However, physical 
investment requirements, particularly for transmission and distribution, exceed the financing 
available from any development partner. Through its distinctive capabilities and services, ADB 
will continue to add value to Cambodia’s power sector, most notably the transmission business, 
with both loans and TA.  

 

10. Formal and informal arrangements are established to provide a good foundation for 
continuous, effective, and harmonized coordination among development partners and the 
government. By aligning financing support for physical investments, extending strategic advice, 
and ensuring consistent observance of agreed policies and strategies, more strategic 
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partnership and coordination among all stakeholders will continue to provide a strong platform 
for achieving sustainable development results.  




