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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities  
 

1. In addition to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), the World Bank, and the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) have been the leading international development 
partners in the transport sector in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). The European 
Investment Bank and the Agence Française de Développement have cofinanced projects in the 
sector in the southwestern region of the country.1 The World Bank has provided loans totaling 
$824 million to finance seven investments in the inland waterway transport (IWT) subsector 
(Table 1). The proposed project is the first ADB-financed IWT project in PRC. 

 
Table 1: Inland Waterway Projects Financed by the World Bank 

Projects in the People’s Republic of China Date Approved 
Amount Approved

($ Million) 
1.  Inland Waterways Project  20 Jun 1995 210.00 
2.  Second Inland Waterways Project 29 May 1998 123.00 
3.  Third Inland Waterways Project  21 Jun 2001 100.00 
4.  Fourth Inland Waterways Project  25 Mar 2004 91.00 
5.  China: Fifth Inland Waterways Project 11 Oct 2005 100.00 
6.  Jiangxi Shihutang Navigation and Hydropower Complex Project 25 Sep 2008 100.00 
7.  Anhui Shaying River Channel Improvement Project 12 Apr 2011 100.00 

 Total 824.00
Source: World Bank. 

 
B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination 
 
2. Up to date, the World Bank is the only international developing agency who has worked 
on IWT in the PRC. ADB coordinates with the World Bank to discuss progress and issues in the 
IWT subsector and meets regularly with the World Bank for coordination and information 
sharing. ADB’s resident mission in the PRC and the PRC office of World Bank are organizing 
periodic, informal donor roundtables to enhance dialogue and coordination between 
international development partners.  ADB and World Bank support for transport is closely 
aligned with the programs established in the government’s five-year plans. ADB prepared a new 
transport support program for its new country partnership strategy, 2011–2015 for the PRC, 
which is closely aligned with the government’s twelfth five-tear plan for the transport sector for 
2011–2015. 
 
C. Achievements and Issues 
 
3. ADB support for roads and railways in the PRC has had much in common with the 
support provided by World Bank, except that ADB has mostly focused on roads and railways in 
the landlocked provinces while World Bank has also financed projects in eastern central region. 
World Bank lending has also been diversified across more transport subsectors.  
 
4. In line with ADB’s Sustainable Transport Initiative Operation Plan approved in 2010, 
ADB is shifting its transport portfolio in the PRC toward making the country’s transport system 
more sustainable.2 This has included more support for urban public transport, railways, and 

                                                 
1 A complete list of approved loans and technical assistance of the PRC’s major development partners is in 

Appendix 4 of the Project Administration Manual (accessible from the list of linked documents in Appendix 2). 
2 ADB. 2010. Sustainable Transport Initiative Operation Plan. Manila. 
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IWT. ADB’s first urban public transport project in the PRC was approved in 2009.3 IWT emits 
significantly less carbon dioxide than road transport. Its growth has lagged behind that of roads 
and rail, however, and its share of investment financing is much smaller than its share of traffic. 
Growth of and investment in this cleaner mode of transport needs to be prioritized so that IWT 
can realize its full potential.  
 
5. The Hunan Xiangjiang Inland Waterway Transport Project builds on ADB’s past 
involvement in the infrastructure sector in Hunan Province. Table 2 shows ADB’s loan and 
advisory technical assistance projects in the province. The project will be a significant milestone 
on the path toward establishing a more sustainable transport system in the PRC.  
 

Table 2: Asian Development Bank-Financed Projects in Hunan Province 

Project Name 
Date

Approved 
Amount Approved

($ Million)
Loans   
1. Hunan Expressway (completed and rated successful) 09 Nov 1993 74.000 
2. Hunan Lingjintan Hydropower (completed and rated successful) 27 Sep 1994 116.000 
3. Hunan Roads Development II (completed and rated successful) 09 Sep 2004 312.500 
4. Hunan Roads Development III (ongoing) 15 Dec 2005 208.000 
Technical Assistance   
1. Institutional Strengthening of the Hunan Electric Power Company 27 Sep 1994 0.400 
2. Strengthening Flood Management Sustainability in Hunan Province 29 Jun 2006 0.500 
3. Hunan Xiangjiang Inland Waterway Transport 04 Sep 2009 0.135 
Source: Asian Development Bank. 

 
6. The proposed project represents an important step in terms of ADB’s Sustainable 
Transport Initiative. It is ADB’s first opportunity to support IWT in the PRC. Developing this 
subsector will a key step in shifting traffic from less to more sustainable modes of transport and 
in diversifying ADB’s transport portfolio into more sustainable transport investments. 
 
7. ADB will help improve navigation channels in the IWT subsector, as well as the interface 
between IWT and other transport modes. ADB will also explore possible development of energy 
efficiency solutions in IWT such as modernization of barges. ADB will provide technical 
assistance to develop sustainable inland waterway researches and policy studies, and expand 
the use of public–private partnerships for inland waterway services. 
 
D. Summary and Recommendations 
 
8. ADB transport projects provide access to markets, health, services, employment, and 
social services. Aligned with the government’s poverty reduction efforts, the majority of ADB 
lending, particularly in the transport sector, targets the central and western provinces to support 
inclusive and pro-poor economic growth in the PRC. Through ADB’s involvement in transport 
infrastructure, the geographic isolation of the rural poor has been reduced. ADB will continue to 
work with the government to strengthen its fight against poverty. Infrastructure projects in Hunan 
have helped stimulate sustainable economic growth, improve trade, and fight poverty.  
 
9. ADB has coordinated closely with other development partners on policy dialogue and 
has shared its development experiences. The government coordinates the activities of different 
development partners and has used ADB technical assistance for research and to help shape a 
number of policy interventions, as well as for formulating ideas and programs for its five-year 
plans.  

                                                 
3 ADB. 2009. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan to the 

People’s Republic of China for the Lanzhou Sustainable Urban Transport Project. Manila. 




