
Building Climate Resilience of Watersheds in Mountain 
Eco-Regions (RRP NEP 44214) 

 

VOLUNTARY LAND DONATION FRAMEWORK 
 

1. Project Description. The proposed Building Climate Resilience of Watersheds in 
Mountain Eco-Regions Project aims to increase the water supply in mountain eco-region 
watershed communities for domestic, livestock and agriculture use during the dry season 
through implementation of water source catchment and storage interventions. The Project is 
expected to be implemented in sub-watersheds of the Lower West Seti and Budhi Ganga 
watersheds in the West Seti Sub-basin of the Karnali River basin. These are within the districts 
of Accham, Bahjung, Baitadi, Bajura, Dadeldhura, and Doti. 
 
2. Communities in participating sub-watersheds will identify springs and streams that can 
be made more reliable through catchment management measures such as increasing grass and 
plantation cover and instituting beneficial grazing and fodder management practices. For 
drinking water, storage tanks will be constructed at the spring or stream intake to capture water 
for use over longer periods of time, thus sustaining use of the source during the dry season. 
Where there is potential to develop or enhance irrigated agricultural area and water sources can 
be identified, a pond or series of ponds will be constructed to store the water close to farm 
fields. Associated improvement measures downstream of the water storage facilities may also 
be implemented if they directly threaten the area that will receive the water (i.e., the area of 
influence of the project’s primary interventions).   
 
3. Scope of the Voluntary Land Donation Framework. The project will undertake small 
community-driven schemes with no resettlement or involuntary land acquisition. It is categorized 
as C for the IR safeguard. The proposed subprojects will be screened for the IR safeguard and 
only those that qualify to be category C will be shortlisted. The scheme and subproject selection 
criteria require that the schemes are desired and demanded by a community. Communities 
must submit applications for project benefits and indicate in such applications that they will 
voluntarily donate any necessary small parcels of land for building water storage structures. By 
doing so, they become primary beneficiaries of enhanced water availability and watershed 
management. The selection criteria for schemes further requires that communities demonstrate 
their willingness to carry out catchment protection measures, such as planting and maintaining 
grasses and shrubs and controlling livestock grazing. These measures will increase the 
reliability of pasture and fodder and benefit those currently accessing the area, without 
excluding them in any manner.    
 
4. This Voluntary Land Donation Framework has been prepared to ensure that due 
diligence will be conducted on each scheme of a subproject to assess the social safeguards 
status of a proposed subproject and confirm that selection criteria have been met. The scheme 
would be dropped if the voluntary land donation-related criteria (detailed below) are not met. 
 
5. Due Diligence. The voluntary land donation due diligence will be documented in the 
scheme’s feasibility assessment report and will incorporate at a minimum the following:  

(i) Verification and documentation that land required for the project is given 
voluntarily and the land to be donated is free from any dispute on ownership or 
any other encumbrances;  

(ii) Verification that no individual household will be impoverished by the land 
donation (i.e., no more than 10% of total agricultural land holding donated) will 
require that community development groups negotiate livelihood restitution 
measures such as reduction in operation and maintenance fees or sharing of 
cultivable land of other beneficiary community members;   
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(iii) Verification that land donation will not displace tenants or bonded labor, if any, 
from the land;  

(iv) Verification that land donated is not land used by indigenous peoples either 
traditionally or customarily; 

(v) Meaningful consultation has been conducted in good faith with all potential land 
donors. Documented verification that land donors are in agreement with the 
scheme and scheme benefits. Separate discussions to be held with women and 
minority groups as required to facilitate meaningful participation; and 

(vi) Assurance that a community mechanism for scheme implementation is 
operational and has a fair system of grievance redress, as well as a system for 
project monitoring and reporting.  

 

6. Documentation. Field technical teams will document the voluntary land donation due 
diligence in each subproject preparation report that requires donation of private land. They will 
ensure completion of the written consent form for land donation (see sample in Annex 1). The 
donation will be verified by two witnesses who are community leaders but not beneficiaries of 
the subproject, to ensure that the land was voluntarily donated without any form of duress. The 
voluntary land donation due diligence information will be verified during scheme detailed design 
and updated as necessary. 
 

7. Voluntary Land Donation Monitoring. The voluntary land donation issues will be 
monitored by district development committees, District Soil Conservation Offices, Department of 
Soil Conservation and Watershed Management (through the Project Director), and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) periodically through reviewing the land donation agreement forms 
and randomly interviewing the donors. During review missions, ADB will verify that land 
donation due diligence has been conducted in accordance with the above procedures. 
 

8. Grievance Redress Mechanism. Anticipated grievances may relate to coercion for land 
donation or donation of more than 10% of one’s agricultural land holding, leading to 
impoverishment. The District Implementation Coordination Committee (DICC) chaired by the 
Local Development Officer (LDO) will serve as the grievance redress committee (GRC) at each 
of the districts. The composition of the DICC is provided in the Project Administration 
Memorandum.  
 

9. The office of the District Development Committee shall appoint a person to accept 
complaints of affected persons (AP). The APs will register their grievances with either the VDC 
secretary or the appointed person at the DDC office, who will document the complaint in the 
“grievance register book”. The DICC will be convened to review the complaint and determine 
corrective action, if need be. Since the DICC will have to be convened at short notice, at a 
minimum the LDO, a representative of DSCO, and a community representative should be 
present. If need be other members will be consulted to help respond within the given time 
frame. The DICC will prepare a formal, written assessment that describes the complaint and 
confirms whether the grievance is genuine. A response on the matter will be provided to the AP 
within 7 days by the DICC in consultation with necessary parties. The DICC will use the register 
to book to list (i) date of grievance registered, (ii) name / address of complainant, (iii) nature of 
grievance, and (iv) response. In case the DICC is unable to resolve the issue in 7 days, the 
matter will be forwarded to the office of chief district officer (CDO), who will investigate, assess 
and resolve the issue within 30 days of receiving the grievance. The corrective action will be 
carried out as agreed and documented in the grievance register book. The outcome shall also 
form part of the progress reports to ADB. During the entire process, the alternative to appeal at 
court will remain open if the complainant wishes. The details and information on use of this 
grievance redress mechanism will be communicated to the local communities and beneficiaries 
by the FTTs working in the subproject area. 
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ANNEX 1: A SAMPLE VOLUNTARY DONATION OF LAND AGREEMENT 
 
The following agreement has been made on ……...... day of ……...... between Mr./Ms. 
.………………………..….,  aged ......, resident of ………….. zone, district …..……………… (the 
Owner) and ……………………………… (the Recipient/Subproject Proponent). 
 
1. That the land with certificate no………… is a part of …………, is surrounded from 

eastern side by…………, western side by………………, northern side by …………., and 
southern side by…………….. 

 
2. That the Owner holds the transferable rights of land ……......  (area in square meters), 

with plot no……… at the above location (include a copy of the certified map, if available) 
. 

 
3. That the Owner testifies that the land/structure is free of squatters or encroachers and 

not subject to any other claims. 
 

3.1 That the Owner hereby grants to the……………….... (name of the Recipient) this 
asset for the construction and development of the …………..…. …………for the 
benefit of the community. 
 

3.2 That the Owner will not claim any compensation against the grant of this asset 
nor obstruct the construction process on the land in case of which he/she would 
be subject to sanctions according to law and regulations. 

 
3.3 That the ……………………………(name of the Project Proponent) agrees to 

accept this grant of asset for the purposes mentioned. 
 

 
 

Name and Signature of the Owner 
 
 

……………………………………….. 
 

Signature of Subproject 
Proponent/Representative 

 
……………………………………….. 

 
 
 
Witnesses: 

1…………………………………… 

2…………………………………… 

(Signature, name and address) 

 




