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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities 
 
1. Myanmar’s transport sector is managed by city development committees from Mandalay, 
Nay Pyi Taw, and Yangon, as well as six ministries: the Ministry of Construction (MOC), the 
Ministry of Rail Transportation (MORT), the Ministry of Transport (MOT), the Ministry for  Border 
Affairs, the Ministry of Defense, and the Ministry of Home Affairs. Of these, MOC, MORT, and 
MOT are the most important for the greater part of the country’s core transport networks. 
 
2. The government approved the transport sector master plan in 2015.1 The master plan 
integrates the investment plans of the different transport subsectors under coherent corridor-
based development approaches. One of these priority corridors includes the project road, the 
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) East–West Economic Corridor (EWEC). The master plan 
also calls for modernization of transport sector policies by affirming, among others, the needs to 
(i) better plan and coordinate, (ii) develop transport infrastructure in an economically efficient 
manner, (iii) strengthen national and international connectivity, (iv) develop multimodal transport 
systems, (v) improve safety and reduce environmental impacts, (vi) improve the institutional and 
regulatory system in a way that enlarges the role of the private sector in provision of services 
and infrastructure, and (vii) implement a market-oriented approach based on the user-pays 
principle. 
 
3. Since Myanmar initiated reengagement with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 
March 2012, ADB and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), as the two major 
development partners working in the transport sector, have coordinated their assistance with the 
government. The government, together with development partners, has established the 
Transportation Sector Working Group (TSWG) to coordinate and oversee donor collaboration. 
 
4. Asian Development Bank. In 2012, ADB completed a transport sector assessment, 
strategy and road map.2 Following the findings of this assessment, ADB has prepared several 
technical assistance projects for Myanmar in the transport sector. In addition to the proposed 
GMS EWEC Eindu to Kawkareik Road Improvement Project, ADB recently approved the 
Maubin–Phyapon Road Rehabilitation Project,3 capacity development support for an asset 
management program covering the national road network,4 and support for community 
engagement in transport projects.5 In addition to these ongoing loan-financed and technical 
assistance projects, ADB is providing continued support to other subsectors, notably rail and 
inland water transport. 
 
5. Japan International Cooperation Agency. JICA assisted with the preparation of the 
National Transport Master Plan (footnote 1) and the Yangon Urban Transport Master Plan, and 
it is preparing several projects to support the government in the sector: (i) road construction and 
maintenance equipment in Kayin State; (ii) nationwide airport safety and security; (iii) upgrading 
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Republic of the Union of Myanmar for the Maubin–Phyapon Road Rehabilitation Project. Manila. 
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of ferryboats in Yangon; (iv) infrastructure development in the Thilawa area, including the port; 
and (v) several bridges in Mon and Kayin states. 
 
6. Thailand. The Government of Thailand, through the Department of Highways, provided 
financial assistance to Myanmar for the construction and improvement of the road from the 
border at Mae Sot (Thailand) and Myawaddy (Myanmar) to Kawkariek. The project included the 
rehabilitation of 18 kilometers of road between Myawaddy and Thin Gan Nyi Naung, and the 
construction of 28 kilometers on a new alignment from Thin Gan Nyi Naung to Kawkareik. The 
road was completed in April 2015. 
 
7. People’s Republic of China. The People’s Republic of China is assisting with the 
development of the Kyaukphyu economic and technical development zone and related port, and 
railway development projects connecting the People’s Republic of China with the Bay of Bengal. 
 
8. India. India is in discussions for the support of a section of the Trilateral Highway 
connecting India and Thailand through Myanmar. The sections are from the border at Moreh 
(India) and Tamu (Myanmar) to Meiktila, with two possible routes: one through Mandalay and 
the other to the west of Mandalay. India is also considering offering support to develop the 
Sittway Deep Seaport and associated transport connectivity, including inland water and road 
improvements. 
 
9. Korea. Korea is assisting the government through the preparation of the Master Plan for 
Arterial Road Network Development. The study will assess potential investment opportunities in 
the development of the expressway network. Korea is also in discussions with the government 
on Magway Port and the Yangon Dalla Bridge. Korea is also developing the Yangon 
Southwestern Region (Dala) and Yangon-Hanthawaddy-Bago to support regional development.  
 

Major Development Partners  

Development Partner Project Name Duration 
Amount 
($ million) 

Road Transport 
Government of Thailand, 
Department of Highways 

Myawaddy–Kawkareik Road 
Project 

2013–2015 40.00 

Source: Asian Development Bank. 
 
B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination  
 
10. On 23 May 2013, the Ministry of National Planning and Economic Development 
(MNPED) announced the establishment of 15 sector working groups to coordinate development 
partner assistance for national development. The TSWG comprises (i) MOT, as the lead 
ministry; (ii) the Department of Highways, a department of MOC; (iii) MORT; (iv) the Ministry of 
Livestock, Fisheries, and Rural Development; and (v) MNPED. 
 
11. The TSWG will work to ensure sector strategies and priorities are in line with national 
priorities, and that the programs and initiatives are implemented with the support of 
development partners. The TSWG will coordinate sector activities within the overall framework 
for national transport plans. 
 
C. Achievements and Issues 

 
12. The first meeting of the TSWG was held at MOC on 25 July 2013 to (i) introduce the 
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scope and working arrangements of the TSWG; (ii) discuss the national spatial development 
framework; and (iii) discuss the socioeconomic framework.  
 
D. Summary and Recommendations 
 
13. Programs and projects are well coordinated between the various development partners 
through regular meetings of the TSWG and frequent dialogue with relevant line agencies. ADB 
will continue to undertake the role of lead development partner for multilaterals in the transport 
sector. 
 


