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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Project Review 
 
1. The Upper Secondary Education Sector Development Program (USESDP) covers 
the implementation of construction of additional classrooms, upgrading of existing facilities, 
repair and rehabilitation of existing school buildings and construction of teacher housing 
units in seven disadvantaged provinces in Cambodia. The program’s goal is to achieve high 
quality human resources to ensure the country’s economic development and to further its 
competitiveness.  
 
2. The project will be implemented in seven disadvantaged provinces in Cambodia, 
namely: Koh Kong, Pailin, Otdar Meanchey, Preah Vihear, Stung Treng, Rattanakiri, and 
Mondulkiri. 
 
B. Purpose of the Environmental Assessment and Review Framework  
 
3. This environmental assessment and review framework (EARF) describes the project 
and its subprojects, outlines the general anticipated environmental impacts of the 
subprojects to be financed under the proposed project, indicates the requirements that will 
be followed in relation to subproject screening and categorization, assessment, and 
planning, including arrangements for meaningful consultation with affected people and other 
stakeholders and information disclosure requirements. The framework also prescribes the 
safeguard criteria that are to be used in selecting subprojects. The framework assesses the 
adequacy of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports’ capacity to implement national 
laws and ADB’s requirements, identifies implementation procedures, including the budget, 
institutional arrangements, and capacity development requirements, specifies monitoring 
and reporting requirements, and describes the responsibilities of the borrower/client and of 
ADB in relation to the preparation, implementation, and progress review of safeguard 
documents of subprojects. 
 
II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
 
A. Environment 
 
4. The Ministry of Environment (MOE), which was created in 1993, is the key agency 
responsible for environmental protection and natural resources conservation. There are 
corresponding provincial and city environment department levels responsible for 
implementing environmental protection mandates within their jurisdictions.  
 
5. In terms of hierarchy, environmental laws and legislations emanate from the 
country’s Constitution, followed by laws issued by the National Assembly, decrees / sub-
decrees and implementing rules and regulations issued by the Council of Ministers, and prior 
to 1992, implementing legislations issued by ministries and decree laws.  
 
6. Article 59 of the Cambodian Constitution articulates the policy of the state to protect 
the environment. The National Assembly approved in November 1996 the Law on 
Environmental Protection and Natural Resources Management. The law aims to establish 
guidelines to protect environmental quality through prevention, reduction and control of 
pollution. The law also established the Cambodian Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
system to ensure the wise use of natural resources, to encourage the participation of 
stakeholders, and to discourage actions that can harm the environment. The law, which 
covers both public and private initiated projects, tasked the Ministry of Environment to review 
the EIA study submitted by proponent prior to submission to the Government for final 
decision.  
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7. The Council of Ministers passed the Sub-decree #72 ANRK.BK on Environmental 
Impact Assessment Process on 11 August 1999. Under the sub-decree, an Initial 
Environmental Impact Assessment (IEIA) or an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
report is required from the project proponent for projects exceeding certain thresholds 
(Appendix A). If the investment is less than $2,000,000 and environmental impacts are not 
severe, the proponent must submit the IEIA either to MOE or to the Provincial / Urban 
Environmental Office (PEO). If the project causes severe impact, the proponent must 
prepare and submit a full EIA report to MOE.  
 
8. The RGC environmental assessment process is illustrated in Figure 1. The Project 
owner must conduct an IEIA – equivalent to an ADB IEE) and apply to MoE for review of the 
IEIA report.  

 
Figure 1. Environmental Assessment Process in Cambodia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
9. Sub Decree No. 72 dated 11 August 1999 specifies that findings and 
recommendations on the IEIA (IEE) will be provided within 30 work days from the date of 
receipt of the report otherwise the report will be deemed to have complied with the Decree. 
 
10. Public consultation is required as part of the RGC IEIA and EIA requirements and is 
equivalent in nature and scope to that of the ADB. 
 
B. National and Regional Environmental Policies and Plans. 
 
9. The Kingdom of Cambodia has a number of national environmental policies and 
plans, including the National Environmental Action Plan 1998-2002. This plan addresses six 
key environmental areas, including energy development, although energy transmission is not 
discussed. 
 
10. Cambodia is a member of the Greater Mekong Sub-Region (GMS) program, which 
promotes closer economic ties and cooperation among the six countries that share the 
Mekong River. A strategic thrust of the program is to ―protect the environment and promote 
sustainable use of shared natural resources. 
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11. The second socioeconomic development plan 2001-2005 (SEDP II) prepared by the 
RGC is the key plan for reducing poverty in Cambodia. It includes the aims of equitable 
distribution of income at the national level and sustainable utilization of natural resource and 
environmental protection. 
 
C. International Conventions and Agreements. 
 
12. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD, 1995). The United Nations convention 
on Biological Diversity was ratified by Kingdom of Cambodia in 1995. The three objectives of 
this convention are to conserve biodiversity; to sustainably use biological resources; and to 
fairly and equitably share the benefits resulting from the use of genetic resources. In 
accordance with its responsibilities under this convention the Government has prepared the 
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (2002) that sets out an Implementation 
Strategy. 
 
13. Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl 
Habitat (Ramsar, 1975). Cambodia become a party to the Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance in 1999, formally listing three Ramsar sites in the north, center and 
south-west of the country, with plans to consider further sites. 
 
14. ASEAN agreement on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 
(1985). Cambodia signed the ASEAN Agreement on the Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources in 1985, committing itself to maintaining essential ecological processes, 
preserving genetic diversity and ensuring sustainable natural resource use. 
 
15. Other international environmental agreements for which Cambodia is a signatory 
include: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change; Kyoto Protocol; Vienna 
Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer; International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES); Desertification; Marine Life Conservation; 
Hazardous Wastes; Ship Pollution; Tropical Timber; and, Whaling. 
 
16. International Conventions Protecting Cultural Heritage. International cultural 
heritage protection conventions for which Cambodia is a signatory include: The Convention 
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, The Hague, 1954 and 
its Protocol, ratified by Cambodia in 1962; The Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, Paris, 
1970, ratified by Cambodia in 1972; The Convention concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage (World Heritage Convention, Paris 1972), ratified by Cambodia 
in 1991; and The UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects, 
ratified by Cambodia in 2002. 
 

III. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
17. The environmental assessment process to be adopted during the implementation of 
the Upper Secondary Education Sector Development Program (USESDP) in compliance 
with ADB’s Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS) (2009), includes the following: (i) institutional 
arrangements for the implementation of the environmental safeguards requirements; (ii) 
environmental screening of subprojects; (iii) environmental monitoring requirements; and (iv) 
mitigation measures (EMP matrix) required to address the impacts of the project. 
 
A. Environmental Screening 

 
20. USESDP has been classified as Category B for environmental safeguards. However, 
as the final selection of the beneficiary schools will be confirmed only during project 
implementation, it is necessary to conduct environmental screening of the identified school 
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facilities for renovation/improvement or for new construction of additional classrooms, school 
buildings, or teacher housing prior to civil works development. It is not expected, though, that 
any of the infrastructure development subprojects will fall under Category A as the selection 
criteria for beneficiary schools excludes schools where facility improvement or new 
construction will produce significant adverse environmental impacts that are irreversible, 
diverse, or unprecedented. Also, as indicated in the rapid environmental assessment (REA) 
checklist for USESDP, none of the schools that have been preliminarily identified is located 
in or close to sensitive areas such as protected areas, cultural or heritage sites, or coastal 
areas.   
  
21. Regardless, project screening and categorization of the USESDP infrastructure 
development subprojects will be undertaken to: (i) determine the significance of potential 
impacts or risks that a project might present with respect to the environment; (ii) identify the 
level of assessment and institutional resources required to address environmental safeguard 
issues; and (iii) determine the information disclosure and consultation requirements. 
Subproject screening and categorization will be carried out with the use of the environmental 
screening checklist shown in Appendix B. 
 
22. The subproject will be assigned a category for environmental safeguards, which will 
depend  on the significance of the potential environmental impacts and risks:  
 

i.) Category A:  If it is likely to have significant adverse environmental impacts 
that are irreversible, diverse, or unprecedented. These impacts may affect an 
area larger than the sites or facilities subject to physical works. An 
environmental impact assessment (EIA), including an environmental 
management plan (EMP), is required. No category A subproject will be 
funded under USESDP. 

ii.) Category B: If its potential adverse environmental impacts are less adverse 
than those of a Category A project. These impacts are site-specific, few (if 
any) of them are irreversible, and, in most cases, mitigation measures can be 
designed more readily than for category A projects. An initial environmental 
examination (IEE), including an EMP, is required.  

iii.) Category C: If it is likely to have minimal or no adverse environmental 
impacts. An EIA or IEE is not required, although environmental implications 
need to be reviewed.  
 

23. The NES will help screen all environmental impacts using the REA checklist and 
confirm the category of each proposed infrastructure. If an infrastructure is category A for 
environment, it will not be funded by the project. The categorization form and REA checklist 
template for buildings are attached in Appendix B for the guidance of PCU.  
 
24. Records of the environmental screening process (categorization form and REA 
checklist) for each infrastructure subproject will be signed off by the project director and kept 
for ADB review upon request. After screening, the NES will assist in updating the EMP for 
the bid documents, as necessary. This updated EMP should be sent to ADB for prior review. 
  
25. The subproject’s category will be determined by its most sensitive component. The 
program will not fund subprojects listed in Appendix 5 of SPS (Prohibited investment 
activities list), and attached as Appendix B of the EARF.  
 
B. Anticipated Environmental Impacts 
 
26. The assessment of potential environmental impacts of subprojects under USESDP 
covers pre-construction, construction and operation phases. During pre-construction, where 
it mostly involve site preparation and establishment of contractor’s facilities, typical impacts 
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include loss of trees and vegetations, soil erosion and sedimentation of water courses,  
contamination of groundwater, increase in total suspended particles and increase in noise 
arising from civil works and movement and operation of vehicles and equipment. 
 
27. Anticipated environmental impacts during construction include soil erosion, 
generation of solid waste and construction waste, localized ponding, risks of accidents 
among workers, students and teachers, increased level of air pollution from dust and 
vehicles, and occupational and community health and safety risks.  
 
28. During operation phase, anticipated environmental impacts for the project is the 
possibility that the quality of the environment will be compromised as a result of poor 
maintenance due to poor solid waste and sanitation management.  
 
C. Preparation of Subproject Environmental Assessments and Environmental 

Management Plan 
 
29. The National Environment Specialist, in coordination with the Project Coordinating 
Unit (PCU) under the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports will confer with ADB to 
determine the specific requirements for the environmental assessment of the proposed 
subproject. Environmental assessment will be in accordance with the requirements of 
Appendix 1 (Safeguard Requirements 1: Environment) of the SPS. 
 
30. Appendix 1 of SPS 2009 describes the environmental safeguard requirements that 
borrowers need to meet to comply with ADB’s SPS 2009. The requirements include 
assessment of impacts, identification of mitigation measures, environmental management 
planning, preparation of environmental assessment reports, disclosure of information and 
consultation, establishment of grievance redress mechanism, and monitoring and reporting. 
If there are unanticipated environmental impacts, the borrower is also required to update the 
environmental assessment and EMP. 
 
31. Subprojects with activities included in Appendix 5 of SPS 2009 (ADB Prohibited 
Investment Activities List), and indicated in Appendix B of this EARF, will not be funded. 
Subprojects categorized as A for environment will also not be funded. 
 
32. After the applicable environmental assessment process, environmental management 
plan will be prepared. EMP has the following components: (i) institutional arrangements for 
the implementation of the environmental safeguards requirements; (ii) environmental 
monitoring requirements; and (iii) mitigation measures (EMP matrix) required to address the 
impacts of the project. 
 
D. Ministry of Environment Approval 
 
33. The NES will confirm with the Ministry of Environment (MOE) to determine if a 
particular subproject requires an environmental assessment under Sub-decree on 
Environmental Impact Assessment Process (Sub-decree 72, 11 August 1999). If the MOE 
required the preparation of environmental assessment report, MoEYS will submit the ADB 
environmental assessment report to MOE, with executive summary translated into Khmer.  
 

IV. CONSULTATION, INFORMATION DISCLOSURE, AND GRIEVANCE REDRESS 
MECHANISM 

 
34. Public consultation is a means of involving all stakeholders in decision-making to 
solicit  their  concerns, improve the design of the project, and to inform the public about the 
benefits of the proposed subproject. Public consultation, if conducted in a participatory and 
objective manner, is a means of enhancing project sustainability. 
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35. Input from the community on various socioeconomic and environmental issues can 
enhance the quality of decision-making. Information disclosure, public consultation and 
participation will be conducted in the project area to enhance the social and environmental 
design of the project. Concerns from stakeholders with regards to environmental safeguards 
will be adequately addressed by the subproject proponent, and recorded and included in the 
IEE.  
 
36. To ensure greater transparency and accountability among stakeholders and pursuant 
to ADB Public Communications Policy (PCP) 2011, the IEE will be made available to 
stakeholders, in written and verbal forms and in the local language. The IEE will also be 
disclosed in the ADB website and will be made available in the project site. All reports 
related to consultation, environmental monitoring and EMP implementation will likewise be 
disclosed.  
 
37. An effective and transparent channel for lodging complaints and grievances will be 
established. The grievance redress mechanism should be scaled to the risks and foreseen 
impacts of the project. It should address affected people’s concerns and complaints 
promptly, using an understandable and transparent process. It should also be readily 
accessible to all stakeholders in the community.  
 
38. The Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) will be implemented during both the 
construction and operation phases of the project to ensure that all complaints from affected  
communities are addressed, with corresponding corrective actions being implemented, and 
the complainant being informed of the outcome. It will be applied to all complaints from 
affected parties. 
 
39. The redress mechanism will be accessible to diverse members of the community, 
including the vulnerable sector of society such as women, youth and the elderly.  Different 
mechanisms will be employed to ensure that concerns are addressed. The methods may 
include meeting with the affected person, written or verbal complaint, suggestion box, or 
phone call. It is important to ensure confidentiality for complainant.  
 
40. A grievance redress mechanism and procedures will be setup to provide opportunity 
for affected persons to settle their complaints and grievances amicably. The established 
grievance redress procedures ensures that subproject affected persons are provided with 
the appropriate compensations and that all administrative measures are in accordance with 
SPS and Cambodian law. The process also allows affected persons not to go through 
lengthy administrative and legal procedures. The priority is the settlement of issues between 
parties. The subproject shall set-up a grievance redress committee that will address any 
complaints during both the construction and operation phases of the subproject. 
 
41. The GRM procedures to be adopted should be transparent, easy to understand and 
translated to Khmer language. The process should also be uniform in registration of 
complaints to provide subproject affected persons with free access to the procedures. The 
response time between activating the procedure and reaching a resolution should be as 
short as possible. An effective monitoring system will inform project management about the 
frequency and nature of grievances. GRC (Grievance Redress Committee), composed of 
school authority and the community, will arrange regular meetings where the activities and 
the outcomes/measures taken according to the Complaints Database are to be monitored. In 
addition to the above, if there are any grievances related to environmental management 
issues in the project area, the GRC will record these grievances and suggestions and pass it 
on to the National Environment Specialist or other relevant consultants for the corresponding 
action and follow-up. 
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42. All meetings with the affected person shall be recorded and copy of minutes, 
including resolution of issues, shall be provided to the affected person. Copy of the minutes 
shall also be provided to relevant institutions, including ADB. 
 
43. If there is dispute that cannot be resolved through the GRC, or if any of the party 
disagrees, the aggrieved party has the right to appeal to the ordinary courts of law. As 
litigations take years to resolve, it is still the best option to settle the matter amicably. 
 

V. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
44. The environmental safeguards and management system for the Upper Secondary 
Education Development Program (USESDP) will consist of the following: 
 

i) The Project Coordination Unit (PCU) within the Ministry of Education, Youth, 
and Sport (MoEYS) will be responsible for the overall management, 
monitoring, and reporting on the application of environmental safeguards. 
Support will be provided by a National Environment Specialist (NES), who will 
provide advice and assistance to the Project Implementation Consultant (PIC) 
Site Engineers in the implementation and monitoring of the EMP.     

 
ii) The Civil Works Contractor will appoint two staff members, an Environmental 

and Health and Safety Officer (EHSO) and a Community Liaison Officer 
(CLO), who will be responsible for implementing the EMP on behalf of the 
contractor.   

 
45. The PCU will be responsible for coordinating the implementation of the 

environmental safeguards requirements, as stipulated in the EMP. These will include, 
but not be limited to, the following: 

 
(i) The PCU will assign an environmental officer (EO) to support the coordination 

and implementation of environmental safeguards. 
 

(ii) Environmental monitoring and institutional requirements will be fully met while 
meaningful public consultations are carried out satisfactorily.  

 
(iii) MoEYS will submit the environmental assessment and monitoring reports to 

ADB for review in a timely manner. The EO will provide the necessary support 
for this activity. During implementation, the EO will be supported by the NES 
and receive training to build longer term capacity in MoEYS for environmental 
management.  

 
(iv) The primary environmental management tasks will be to provide 

environmental safeguards training to staff of the provincial and district offices 
of education (POEs/DOEs) and the contractor to strengthen the 
environmental management of the project.  

 
VI. MONITORING AND REPORTING 
 
46. The environmental monitoring plan forms the basis for verifying the extent of 
compliance during the implementation stages of the project. The objectives of the 
environmental monitoring program are to: (i) evaluate the performance of the mitigation 
measures included in the project’s environmental management plan (EMP) (see Annex 2); 
(ii) provide information which could be used to verify predicted impacts and, thus, validate 
impact prediction techniques; (iii) suggest improvement in environmental mitigation 
measures, if required; and (iv) provide information on unanticipated adverse impacts or 
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sudden change in impact trends.  
 
47. At the start of the project and before monitoring begins, the EO, with the assistance 
of the NES, will review the monitoring activities and update the monitoring requirements to 
conform to any changes that have been made to the project design and activities. The 
monitoring program will be conducted on two levels: (i) compliance monitoring; and (ii) 
baseline monitoring to determine the extent of variations and changes in the levels of 
pollutants in the environment and other parameters and indicators, considering the 
implementation or operation of the project. 
 
48. The implementation of mitigation measures will be ensured through both routine and 
periodic monitoring. Monitoring will be conducted at different stages of implementation. A 
sample construction phase monitoring plan is shown in Table 1, and an operation phase 
monitoring plan is in Table 2.  

  
Table 1:  Sample of Construction Phase Monitoring Plan 

Item Monitoring Indicator   Method of  
Monitoring 

Monitoring 
Frequency 

Responsibility 

1. Transportation of 
construction materials in 
covered condition, and safe 
loading and unloading of 
construction materials 

Direct observation Regular during 
construction 

SA/Contractor 

2. Stockpiling of excavated 
materials 

Direct observation Everyday SA/Contractor 

3. Reuse of excavated 
materials 

Direct observation Everyday SA/Contractor 

4. Solid waste segregation 
disposal 

Direct observation Everyday SA/Contractor 

5. Clearing of trees Direct observation Regular during 
construction 

SA/Contractor 

6. Occupational health and 
safety, use of safety gears 

Direct observation Once a month SA/Contractor 

7 Safety of students Record of injuries Once a week SA 

 
 
 

Table 2: Sample Operation Phase Monitoring Plan 

Item Monitoring Indicator  Method of  
Monitoring 

Monitoring 
Frequency 

Responsibility 

1. Solid waste 
management system 

Record of wastes Annual SA/PIC NES 

2. Impact audit Compliance with 
environmental monitoring 
framework 

Annual PIC NES 

 
49. The environmental monitoring requirements of the project are summarized in Table 3 

below. 
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Table 3: Summary of Environmental Monitoring Requirements 

No. Environmental Monitoring Tasks 
Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
Schedule 

A.  Design Phase 

1.  

Subject to the Ministry of Environment’s (MOE) 
requirements (i.e, if building is less than 12 meters 
in height or 8,300 m2 in size, there is no need for 
disclosure of subproject with MOE), disclosure of 
subprojects to MOE and monitor permitting 

PCU (EO)   Prior to construction 

2.  
Audit project bidding documents to ensure that the 
EMP are included in the bidding documents and in 
bid evaluation  

PCU (EO), PIC- 
NES, and ADB 

Prior to issuance of 
bidding documents 

B. Construction Phase  

1. 
Train and brief contractor’s management and site 
agents with regard to all  EMP requirements 

PCU (EO), PIC-
NES, and 
Contractor 

First training prior to 
preparation of EMP and 
commencement of each 
contract and refresher 
courses at yearly 
intervals throughout 
construction period 

 2. 

Monitor the performance of environmental training 
by contractor and briefings and of the 
environmental awareness of contractor’s staff, 
toolbox, talks, and refresher courses. 
Contractor to report on EMP implementation in 
Monthly Reports. 

PCU (EO), PIC-
NES and 
Contractor 

Ongoing, prior to, and 
during implementation 
of works and operation 

3. 
Regular (monthly) monitoring and reporting 
(quarterly) of contractor’s compliance with EMP 
and statutory environmental requirements 

PCU (EO) and 
PIC-NES 

Continuous throughout 
construction period 

4, 
Regular (monthly) monitoring and reporting 
(quarterly) of complaints and responses or 
environmental mitigation measures 

PCU (EO) and 
PIC-NES 

Continuous throughout 
construction period 

5. 
Monitor adjustments to the EMP for unexpected 
impacts and the thorough implementation of 
detailed EMP 

PCU (EO) and 
PIC-NES 

During all phases of the 
subprojects 

C.  Operation and Maintenance Phase 

1. 

Observations during routine maintenance 
inspections of facilities. Inspections will include 
monitoring implementation of operational 
mitigation measures versus environmental criteria 
specified in the EMP for operational impacts. 

PCU (EO) and 
PIC-NES 

As per EMP 

 
50. The PCU of MoEYS will have overall responsibility for the management, monitoring, 
and reporting of the implementation of the project EMP and will be supported by the PIC 
through the NES. The PCU will assign an EO (and a Social Officer), who will receive training 
and capacity building from the PIC-NES. The EO will be responsible for liaising with the 
contractor and providing training, advice, and assistance in the preparation of the EMP and 
its implementation as well as assisting the EO in monitoring and reporting on 
implementation. 
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51. Monitoring will relate to compliance with construction contracts (including EMP 
measures and provisions), the state and health of the nearby environmental resources, and 
the effectiveness of mitigation measures and complaints. The PCU will be the primary entity 
responsible for reporting the progress of the project to MoEYS and ADB. Monitoring will 
include a review of the contractor’s monthly reports, which will cover the progress of EMP 
implementation and compliance (including general good practice). A section on safeguards 
activities and compliance with the EMP for each subproject will also be included in the QPR 
prepared for MoEYSand ADB. The reporting will be as per the following schedule: 
 

(i) A monthly report prepared by the contractor during construction, reporting on 
progress of EMP activities, issues, and corrective actions. This will be based 
on the site diary maintained by the EHSO and compiled notes of daily and 
weekly inspections; 

(ii) A quarterly progress report (QPR) prepared by the PIC. The QPR will include 
a section on safeguards activities and EMP compliance for each subproject 
and will summarize the monthly reports submitted by the contractor.  

(iii) A semi-annual safeguards monitoring report prepared by the PIC-NES and 
submitted to MoEYS and ADB and disclosed; and 

(iv) A project completion report, which will include a section on safeguards 
implementation and make recommendations, as required, for modifications to 
the processes set out in the EMP procedures based on the review undertaken 
at the end of the project. The safeguards section will be prepared by the 
MoEYS/PCU-EO and PIC/NES three months prior to the end of the project. 

 
52. During operation, monitoring will be carried out by MoEYS in coordination with MOE, 
if required. 
 
53. The cost of EMP implementation will be incorporated in the bill of quantities (BOQ) 
for the facilities for construction. As part of construction, the contractor will be responsible for 
the provision of a number of mitigation measures, as shown in the EMP, the purchase of the 
requisite environmental monitoring equipment, and the laboratory analysis of the samples, 
where required. 
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APPENDIX A: List of Infrastructure Projects that Require an IEIA or EIA 
 
 

No. 
Type and activities of the 
projects (Infrastructure) 

Size / Capacity 

1 Urbanization development All sizes 

2 Industrial zones All sizes 

3 Construction of bridge-roads ≥ 30 Tones weight 

4 Buildings  Height ≥ 12 m or floor ≥ 8,000 m2 

5 Restaurants ≥ 500 Seats 

6 Hotels ≥ 60 Rooms 

7 Hotel adjacent to coastal area ≥ 40 Rooms 

8 National road construction ≥ 100 Kilometres 

9 Railway construction All sizes 

10 Port construction All sizes 

11 Air port construction All sizes 

12 Dredging ≥ 50,000 m3 

13 Dumping site ≥ 200,000 people 
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APPENDIX B: Rapid Environmental Assessment (REA) Checklist 
 

Instructions: 
 
(i)  The project team completes this checklist to support the environmental classification of a project. 

It is to be attached to the environmental categorization form and submitted to the Environment 
and Safeguards Division (SDES) for endorsement by Director, SDES and for approval by the 
Chief Compliance Officer.  

 
(ii) This checklist focuses on environmental issues and concerns. To ensure that social dimensions 

are adequately considered, refer also to ADB's (a) checklists on involuntary resettlement and 
Indigenous Peoples; (b) poverty reduction handbook; (c) staff guide to consultation and 
participation; and (d) gender checklists. 

 
(iii) Answer the questions assuming the “without mitigation” case. The purpose is to identify 

potential impacts. Use the “remarks” section to discuss any anticipated mitigation measures. 

 
 
 
Country/Project Title:   
 
Sector Division:     
 
 

Screening Questions Yes No Remarks 

A. Project Siting 
Is the project area adjacent to or within any of the 
following areas: 

 

 
 

 
 

▪ Underground utilities     

▪ Cultural heritage site  
   

▪ Protected Area 
   

▪ Wetland 
   

▪ Mangrove 
   

▪ Estuarine 
   

▪ Buffer zone of protected area 
   

▪ Special area for protecting 
biodiversity  

   

▪ Bay 
   

B.   Potential Environmental Impacts 
Will the Project cause…    
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Screening Questions Yes No Remarks 

▪ Encroachment on historical/cultural areas?    

▪ Encroachment on precious ecology (e.g. sensitive 
or protected areas)? 

   

▪ Impacts on the sustainability of associated 
sanitation and solid waste disposal systems? 

   

▪ Dislocation or involuntary resettlement of people?    

▪ Disproportionate impacts on the poor, women and 
children, Indigenous Peoples, or other vulnerable 
groups? 

   

▪ Accident risks associated with increased vehicular 
traffic, leading to loss of life? 

   

▪ Increased noise and air pollution resulting 
from increased traffic volume? 

   

▪ Occupational and community health and safety 
risks?  

   

▪ Risks and vulnerabilities related to occupational health 
and safety due to physical, chemical, biological, and 
radiological hazards during project construction and 
operation? 

   

▪ Generation of dust in sensitive areas during 
construction? 

   

▪ Requirements for disposal of fill, excavation, 
and/or spoil materials? 

   

▪ Noise and vibration due to blasting and other civil 
works? 

   

▪ Long-term impacts on groundwater flows as result 
of needing to drain the project site prior to 
construction? 

   

▪ Long-term impacts on local hydrology as a result 
of building hard surfaces in or near the building?  

   

▪ Large population influx during project construction and 
operation that causes increased burden on social 
infrastructure and services (such as water supply and 
sanitation systems)? 
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Screening Questions Yes No Remarks 

▪ Social conflicts if workers from other regions or 
countries are hired?  

   

▪ Risks to community safety caused by fire, electric 
shock, or failure of the buildings safety features 
during operation? 

   

▪ Risks to community health and safety caused by 
management and disposal of waste? 

   

▪ Community safety risks due to both accidental and 
natural hazards, especially where the structural 
elements or components of the project are 
accessible to members of the affected community 
or where their failure could result in injury to the 
community throughout project construction, 
operation and decommissioning? 
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A Checklist for Preliminary Climate Risk Screening  

 
Country/Project Title: 

Sector : 

Subsector: 

Division/Department: 
 

Screening Questions Score Remarks 

Location and Design 
of project 

Is siting and/or routing of the project (or its 
components) likely to be affected by climate 
conditions including extreme weather related events 
such as floods, droughts, storms, landslides?  

  

Would the project design (e.g. the clearance for 
bridges) need to consider any hydro-meteorological 
parameters (e.g., sea-level, peak river flow, reliable 
water level, peak wind speed etc)?   

  

Materials and 
Maintenance 

Would weather, current and likely future climate 
conditions (e.g. prevailing humidity level, temperature 
contrast between hot summer days and cold winter 
days, exposure to wind and humidity  hydro-
meteorological parameters  likely affect the selection 
of project inputs over the life of project outputs (e.g. 
construction material)?    

  

Would weather, current and likely future climate 
conditions, and related extreme events likely affect 
the maintenance (scheduling and cost) of project 
output(s) ? 

  

Performance of 
project outputs 

Would weather/climate conditions, and related 
extreme events likely affect the performance (e.g. 
annual power production) of project output(s) (e.g. 
hydro-power generation facilities) throughout their 
design life time?  

  

 

Options for answers and corresponding score are provided below: 

Response Score 

Not Likely 0 

Likely 1 

Very Likely 2 

 

Responses when added that provide a score of 0 will be considered low risk project. If adding all 
responses will result to a score of 1-4 and that no score of 2 was given to any single response, the 
project will be assigned a medium risk category. A total score of 5 or more (which include providing a 
score of 1 in all responses) or a 2 in any single response, will be categorized as high risk project.  

Result of Initial Screening (Low, Medium, High):___________ 
 
OtherComments:  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Prepared by: ________________ 
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APPENDIX C: Prohibited Investment Activities List 

 
The following do not qualify for Asian Development Bank financing: 
 
i.) production or activities involving harmful or exploitative forms of forced labor1 or child 

labor;2 
 
ii.) (ii) production of or trade in any product or activity deemed illegal under host country 

laws or regulations or international conventions and agreements or subject to 
international phaseouts or bans, such as (a) pharmaceuticals,3 pesticides, and 
herbicides,4 (b) ozone-depleting substances,5 (c) polychlorinated biphenyls6 and 
other hazardous chemicals,7 (d) wildlife or wildlife products regulated under the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora,8 
and (e) transboundary trade in waste or waste products;9 

 
iii.) production of or trade in weapons and munitions, including paramilitary materials; 
 
iv.) production of or trade in alcoholic beverages, excluding beer and wine;10 
 
v.) production of or trade in tobacco;10 
 
vi.) gambling, casinos, and equivalent enterprises;10 
 
vii.)  production of or trade in radioactive materials,11 including nuclear reactors and 

components thereof; 
 
viii.)  production of, trade in, or use of unbonded asbestos fibers;12 
 
ix.) commercial logging operations or the purchase of logging equipment for use in 

primary tropical moist forests or old-growth forests; and 
 
x.) marine and coastal fishing practices, such as large-scale pelagic drift net fishing and 

fine mesh net fishing, harmful to vulnerable and protected species in large numbers 
and damaging to marine biodiversity and habitats. 
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APPENDIX D: Environmental Assessment Outline 
 
A typical environmental assessment report contains the following major elements. The 
substantive aspects of this outline will guide the preparation of the report, although not 
necessarily in the order shown. 
 
A. Executive Summary 
 
This section describes concisely the critical facts, significant findings, and recommended 
actions. 
 
B. Policy, Legal, and Administrative Framework 
 
This section discusses the national and local legal and institutional framework within which 
the environmental assessment is carried out. It also identifies project-relevant international 
environmental agreements to which the country is a party. 
 
C. Description of the Project 
 
This section describes the proposed project; its major components; and its geographic, 
ecological, social, and temporal context, including any associated facility required by and for 
the project (for example, access roads, power plants, water supply, quarries and borrow pits, 
and spoil disposal). It normally includes drawings and maps showing the project’s layout and 
components, the project site, and the project's area of influence. 
 
D. Description of the Environment (Baseline Data) 
 
This section describes relevant physical, biological, and socioeconomic conditions within the 
study area. It also looks at current and proposed development activities within the project's 
area of influence, including those not directly connected to the project. It indicates the 
accuracy, reliability, and sources of the data. 
 
E. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 
This section predicts and assesses the project's likely positive and negative direct and 
indirect impacts to physical, biological, socioeconomic (including occupational health and 
safety, community health and safety, vulnerable groups and gender issues, and impacts on 
livelihoods through environmental media [Appendix 2, para. 6]), and physical cultural 
resources in the project's area of influence, in quantitative terms to the extent possible; 
identifies mitigation measures and any residual negative impacts that cannot be mitigated; 
explores opportunities for enhancement; identifies and estimates the extent and quality of 
available data, key data gaps, and uncertainties associated with predictions and specifies 
topics that do not require further attention; and examines global, transboundary, and 
cumulative impacts as appropriate. 
 
F. Analysis of Alternatives 
 
This section examines alternatives to the proposed project site, technology, design, and 
operation—including the no project alternative—in terms of their potential environmental 
impacts; the feasibility of mitigating these impacts; their capital and recurrent costs; their 
suitability under local conditions; and their institutional, training, and monitoring 
requirements. It also states the basis for selecting the particular project design proposed 
and, justifies recommended emission levels and approaches to pollution prevention and 
abatement. 
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G. Information Disclosure, Consultation, and Participation 
 
This section: 
 
(i) describes the process undertaken during project design and preparation for engaging 

stakeholders, including information disclosure and consultation with affected people and 
other stakeholders; 

(ii) summarizes comments and concerns received from affected people and other 
stakeholders and how these comments have been addressed in project design and 
mitigation measures, with special attention paid to the needs and concerns of vulnerable 
groups, including women, the poor, and Indigenous Peoples; and 

 
(iii) describes the planned information disclosure measures (including the type of information 

to be disseminated and the method of dissemination) and the process for carrying out 
consultation with affected people and facilitating their participation during project 
implementation. 

 
H. Grievance Redress Mechanism 
 
This section describes the grievance redress framework (both informal and formal channels), 
setting out the time frame and mechanisms for resolving complaints about environmental 
performance. 
 
I. Environmental Management Plan 
 
This section deals with the set of mitigation and management measures to be taken during 
project implementation to avoid, reduce, mitigate, or compensate for adverse environmental 
impacts (in that order of priority). It may include multiple management plans and actions. It 
includes the following key components (with the level of detail commensurate with the 
project’s impacts and risks): 
 
i) Mitigation: 
 
(a) identifies and summarizes anticipated significant adverse environmental impacts and 

risks; 
(b) describes each mitigation measure with technical details, including the type of impact to 

which it relates and the conditions under which it is required (for instance, continuously 
or in the event of contingencies), together with designs, equipment descriptions, and 
operating procedures, as appropriate; and 

(c) provides links to any other mitigation plans (for example, for involuntary resettlement, 
Indigenous Peoples, or emergency response) required for the project. 

 
ii) Monitoring: 
 
(a) describes monitoring measures with technical details, including parameters to be 

measured, methods to be used, sampling locations, frequency of measurements, 
detection limits and definition of thresholds that will signal the need for corrective actions; 
and 

(b) describes monitoring and reporting procedures to ensure early detection of conditions 
that necessitate particular mitigation measures and document the progress and results of 
mitigation. 
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iii) Implementation arrangements: 
 
(a) specifies the implementation schedule showing phasing and coordination with overall 

project implementation; 
(b) describes institutional or organizational arrangements, namely, who is responsible for 

carrying out the mitigation and monitoring measures, which may include one or more of 
the following additional topics to strengthen environmental management capability: 
technical assistance programs, training programs, procurement of equipment and 
supplies related to environmental management and monitoring, and organizational 
changes; and 

(c) estimates capital and recurrent costs and describes sources of funds for implementing 
the environmental management plan. 

 
iv) Performance indicators: describes the desired outcomes as measurable events to the 

extent possible, such as performance indicators, targets, or acceptance criteria that can 
be tracked over defined time periods. 

 
J. Conclusion and Recommendations 
 
This section provides the conclusions drawn from the assessment and provides 
recommendations. 


