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CHANGES FROM SUBPROGRAM 2 INDICATIVE POLICY ACTIONS TO FINAL POLICY ACTIONS  
 

Subprogram 2 
Indicative & Final Policy Actions Reason for Changes  

Subprogram 3 
Indicative Policy Actions 

REFORM AREA 1: IMPROVED FISCAL MANAGEMENT 

1.1.3  
Indicative Action at time of SP1 
Minister responsible for finance shall have 
approved diagnostic study for the Medium 
Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF) and 
commenced implementation of the 
recommendations from the study through the 
adoption of costed sector strategies and 
forward estimates. 
 
Final Action 
Permanent Secretary for Economy has 
approved the updated budget templates to be 
released to ministries for the FY2020 budget 
that requests new information to enable 
forward expenditure estimates. 

Resequencing of actions. It was decided that 
a diagnostic study on MTEF readiness was 
not a good use of limited capacity but that 
there was immediate benefit to be gained to 
achieve better fiscal management by creating 
new budget templates for use by Ministries for 
the FY2020 budget. In planning the study, it 
became apparent the impediments to an 
MTEF were already widely recognized and 
that the weak basis for forward estimates was 
the major impediment to MTEF readiness. 
The budget templates have provided more 
detailed information than the Budget and 
Planning Division has been able to collect 
from Ministries in previous years which has 
increased transparency and allowed for more 
accurate forward estimates. 

1.1.3 Ministry of Economy shall have fully 
implemented the Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework through the use of costed sector 
strategies, forward estimates and clear links 
between investments and recurrent cost 
requirements. 

1.1.4 Ministry of Women, Children & Poverty 
Alleviation; Ministry of Health and Medical 
Services; and Ministry of Education Heritage 
and Arts have trialed the planning framework 
that will aid Ministries to better align their 
service delivery, staffing and corporate 
planning requirements. 
 

The indicative wording asked for “at least two 
Ministries”, the government was able to roll 
out the framework to more and they are now 
named in the action.  
 

1.1.4 At least three additional Ministries shall 
have adopted use of the planning framework 
that will aid Ministries to better align their 
service delivery, staffing and corporate 
planning requirements. 
 

REFORM AREA 2: IMPROVED POLICY, LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR PUBLIC ENTERPRISES AND PPPs 

2.1.3 Privatization Guidelines has come into 
force and the Fijian Government has made 
the guidelines available to the public. 
 

Delay to subprogram 3. The Privatization 
Guidelines were approved by Cabinet to 
come into force with the Public Enterprises 
Act 2019. This will happen outside the policy 
action cut off period but will happen during 
subprogram 3. 

2.1.3 Privatization Guidelines shall have come 
into force and the Fijian Government shall 
have made the guidelines available to the 
public. 
 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=48490-003-3
http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=48490-003-3
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Subprogram 2 
Indicative & Final Policy Actions Reason for Changes  

Subprogram 3 
Indicative Policy Actions 

2.1.7 Strengthened recruitment methods for 
public enterprise directors (including a public 
call for expressions of interest for director 
positions) have supported merit-based 
appointments focusing on skills, knowledge 
and expertise, and have resulted in an 
increased representation of women on public 
enterprise boards. 
 

New policy action. This was added as a 
result of initiatives taken during the 
subprogram that have had a positive effect on 
the representation of women on boards. 

 

REFORM AREA 3:  IMPROVED BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT CLIMATE 

3.1.2  
Indicative Action at time of SP1 
Cabinet has approved an Investment Policy 
Framework and the drafting of an Investment 
Bill. 
 
Final Action 
Cabinet has approved an Investment Policy 
Statement and the draft Investment Bill has 
been circulated to stakeholders for comments. 
 

Brought forward from subprogram 3. The 
government has achieved more than originally 
anticipated during the subprogram 2 
implementation period instead achieving the 
indicative subprogram 3 action, this is now 
reflected in the action. 
 
As the subprogram 3 action has already been 
achieved the next phase of the action has 
been added into subprogram 3, seeking 
Cabinet approval of the Bill for tabling in 
Parliament. 
 

3.1.2  
Indicative Action at time of SP1 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism shall 
have circulated an Investment Bill to 
stakeholders for comments.  
 
Indicative Action at time of SP2 
Cabinet shall have approved the Investment 
Bill for tabling in Parliament. 
 

3.1.3  
Indicative Action at time of SP1 
Cabinet has approved the National Action 
Plan for the World Trade Organization Trade 
Facilitation Agreement, and Fijian 
Government shall have completed at least 7 
Category B commitments. 
 
Final Action 
Fijian Government shall have completed at 
least 4 Category B commitments under the 
World Trade Organization Trade Facilitation 
Agreement.  

 

Indicative timelines for completion of Category 
B commitments were revised by the National 
Trade Facilitation Committee, resulting in a 
more realistic targets for completion given the 
consultations required. Cabinet approval of 
the national action plan was not required as 
establishment of the National Trade 
Facilitation Committee was approved in 2016 
and the committee endorsed the national 
action plan in 2017. 

3.1.3 Fijian Government shall have completed 
at least 4 additional Category B commitments. 
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Subprogram 2 
Indicative & Final Policy Actions Reason for Changes  

Subprogram 3 
Indicative Policy Actions 

3.3.1 Regulation of Building Permits Act has 
come into force; and the Minister responsible 
for industry and trade has made regulations 
that set out among other details, the 
timeframe for issuing building permits and 
standard forms, and has appointed the 
Building Permits Evaluation Committee 
members. 
 

Delayed to subprogram 3. Once initiated it 
was clear the harmonization of forms was a 
more substantial and broad ranging task than 
initially considered and substantial 
streamlining of the process was necessary to 
capture benefits. The government recognized 
the benefits to be gained by centralizing 
access to the streamlined forms. It was 
agreed that the best approach was to 
comprehensively harmonize and streamline 
forms, to ease the compliance burden for 
applicants. In addition, the government 
decided to develop a new online information 
portal, where applicants can get all 
information required. The portal would also 
capture information on the time to issue 
permits and allow for its tracking. This work 
will be completed in the coming months, 
which will enable the Act to come into force 
and the information portal to be launched in 
subprogram 3. 

3.3.1 Regulation of Building Permits Act 2017 
shall have come into force; the Minister 
responsible for industry and trade shall have 
made regulations under the Act that include 
harmonized forms, and shall have appointed 
the Building Permits Evaluation Committee 
members; and an online information portal on 
obtaining a building permit shall have been 
launched. 

3.3.3  
Indicative Action at time of SP1 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism has 
circulated a new policy framework on 
competition and consumer policy and law to 
stakeholders for comments.  
 
Final Action 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism has 
carried out consultations with government 
stakeholders and private sector on the review 
of the Fijian Competition and Consumer 
Commission Act 2010.   
 

Resequencing of actions. The government 
decided to more widely consult government 
stakeholders and the private sector on how 
the existing legal framework could be 
strengthened, prior to drafting a new policy 
framework. It was important to allow for 
sufficient time for such consultations, and as a 
result, the policy is still being drafted. The 
change is not expected to impact on the 
indicative action for subprogram 3. 

3.3.3 Cabinet shall have approved a policy 
framework and drafting of a Bill relating to 
competition and consumer law. 
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Subprogram 2 
Indicative & Final Policy Actions Reason for Changes  

Subprogram 3 
Indicative Policy Actions 

3.3.4 Parliament passed the Employment 
Relations (Budget Amendment) Act 2018, 
which (i) increased women’s rights on 
maternity leave, (ii) introduced men’s rights on 
paternity leave, and (iii) introduced family care 
leave; and which makes it easier for women 
with children to enter and remain in the paid 
workforce. 

New policy action. When discussed initially 
during the design of subprogram 1 this reform 
was under consideration but not sufficiently 
advanced for inclusion as an indicative action. 
The reform was announced in June 2018 and 
the Act was passed in July 2018. The benefit, 
in particular to encourage women with 
children to enter and remain in the paid 
workforce, was substantial and seen to have 
a positive impact on the business 
environment.  
 

 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, GDP = gross domestic product, IBRD = International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, IDA = International Development 
Association, OCR = ordinary capital resources, PEFA = public expenditure and financial accountability, PPP = public–private partnership, SOE = state-owned 
enterprise. 

 
 


