
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities

1. Since 1986, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has provided support to the People's
Republic of China (PRC) for 1,152 projects, with loans and grants totaling approximately
$36.67 billion across all sectors. However, ADB involvement in elderly care services and health
sectors in the PRC has been relatively recent, with 22 projects totaling $111.89 million (0.31%
of the total monetary support).1

2. Yichang, a third-tier city located in Hubei Province, has been nominated by the central
government as a pilot city for the development of elderly care services. Hubei Provincial
Government has undertaken more than $850 million in ADB and World Bank loan and technical
assistance (TA) projects in infrastructure, urban transport, highways, hydropower, elderly care,
and environmental improvement. ADB and the World Bank are the two main agencies
supporting the province in urban development and environmental improvement. Other bilateral
agencies provide smaller-scale and more sector-specific lending assistance. In Yichang, ADB is
the only external agency working in the elderly care sector.

3. The first ADB initiative on elderly care in the PRC was the Guangxi Nanning Vocational
Education Development Project.2 This ongoing project is directly aligned with the need to meet
the estimated human resources deficit of 10 million in the elderly care sector in the PRC. The
Hebei Elderly Care Development Project was ADB’s first mainstream loan to strengthen the
entire elderly care system, while the Public–Private Partnerships Demonstration Program to
Transform Delivery of Elderly Care Services in Yichang, Hubei was ADB’s response to a
specific government request to demonstrate the viability of public–private partnerships in the
elderly care sector to augment the government’s serious financial challenges caused by the
aging population.3

4. Cognizant of Yichang’s pilot city status, in 2014 ADB initiated a TA project with Yichang
Municipal Government (YMG) to create a strategic plan that focuses on developing and
improving the coverage and quality of elderly care services.4 The elderly care strategic plan,
approved by YMG in 2016, builds on the elderly services facility construction plan developed in
2014 as part of YMG's urban master planning process. The elderly care strategic plan's
overarching objective is to develop a comprehensive and integrated system that provides
efficient, affordable, and sustainable elderly care services. The plan addresses five areas,
including (i) provision of elderly care services, (ii) financial sustainability, (iii) service quality,

1  ADB. April 2018. Asian Development Bank Member Fact Sheet: People’s Republic of China. Manila; with reported 
data to the end of 2017. Among the 22 projects, an elderly care lending support ($100 million) and 21 non-lending 
support were provided to the PRC at the end of 2017. 

2  ADB. 2013. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan to the
People’s Republic of China for the Guangxi Nanning Vocational Education Development Project. Manila. 

3  ADB. 2017. Report and Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan to the
People’s Republic of China for the Hebei Elderly Care Development Project. Manila; and ADB. 2016: Report and
Recommendation of the President to the Board of Directors: Proposed Loan to the People’s Republic of China for 
the Public–Private Partnerships Demonstration Program to Transform Delivery of Elderly Care Services in Yichang, 
Hubei. Manila. 

4 ADB. 2014. Technical Assistance to the People’s Republic of China for Strategic Elderly Care Services
Development in Yichang. Manila. 
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(iv) elderly care partnership development, and (v) elderly care human resource development 
and training. 
 
5. Together with the Public–Private Partnerships Demonstration Program to Transform 
Delivery of Elderly Care Services in Yichang, Hubei project, the proposed project responds to 
the elderly care strategic plan priorities and will ensure the development of a sound elderly care 
system in Yichang. The project is aligned with the strategic priorities in (i) ADB’s country 
partnership strategy, 2016–2020, in particular the focus on inclusive growth; (ii) ADB’s 
Operational Plan for Health, 2015–2020, which has elderly care as a focus area; and 
(iii) Strategy 2030, in which the aging population is highlighted as a key in addressing the 
operational priorities of reducing poverty and inequality, and making cities more livable.5 
 

Major Development Partners in Hubei Province 
Development 
Partner   Project Name Duration 

Amount 
($ million) 

Health 
ADB Strategic Elderly Care Services Development in Yichang (policy 

and advisory technical assistance) 
2014–2016 0.75 

ADB Public–Private Partnerships Demonstration Program to 
Transform Delivery of Elderly Care Services in Yichang, Hubei  

2016–2022 50.00 

Urban Development 
ADB Hubei-Yichang Sustainable Urban Transport Project 2013–2018 150.00 
ADB Hubei Huanggang Urban Environment Improvement Project 2014–2020 100.00 
ADB Hubei Huangshi Urban Pollution Control and Environmental 

Management Project 
2012–2020 100.00 

World Bank Hubei Xiangyang Urban Transport 2012–2018 100.00 
World Bank Han River Urban Environment Improvement Project 2008–2015 84.00 
Wastewater Management 
ADB Wuhan Wastewater Management Project 2003–2010 83.00 
ADB Wuhan Wastewater and Stormwater Management Project 2006–2014 100.00 
ADB Wuhan Urban Environmental Improvement Project 2010–2018 100.00 
ADB = Asian Development Bank. 
Sources: Asian Development Bank and Yichang Municipal Government. 
 
B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination  
 
6. ADB is committed to sharing sector information and experiences in partnership with its 
developing member countries and other development agencies. In line with its support for the 
2005 Paris Declaration and the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action, ADB has been harmonizing its 
policies, procedures, and practices with its key development partners through parallel 
implementation structures, technical working groups, and joint missions.  
 
7. In the PRC, the central government’s Ministry of Finance (MOF) and the National 
Development Reform Commission take the lead in development coordination. All development 
partners are requested to align their operations to support the implementation of a national 
development strategy, as set out in the PRC’s Thirteenth Five-Year Plan, 2016–2020 for social 
and economic development (approved by the National People's Congress).6 In consultation with 
                                                
5 ADB. 2016. Country Partnership Strategy: Transforming Partnership—People’s Republic of China and Asian 

Development Bank, 2016–2020. Manila; ADB. 2015. Operational Plan for Health, 2015–2020. Manila; and ADB. 
2018. Strategy 2030: Achieving a Prosperous, Inclusive, Resilient, and Sustainable Asia and the Pacific. Manila. 

6  Government of the PRC, State Council. 2015. National Economy and Social Development Thirteenth Five-Year 
Plan, 2016–2020. Beijing. 
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the MOF and National Development and Reform Commission, the various development 
partners establish areas of mutual interest and decide on project pipelines. ADB’s PRC 
Resident Mission plays a key role in drawing lessons from project design and implementation, 
and sharing these with the government and other development partners. 
 
C. Issues and Achievements 
 
8. With arrangements in place, continuous coordination is conducted through ongoing 
dialogue with the government. ADB has actively supported global and regional efforts to 
enhance the effectiveness of the development support provided to its developing member 
countries. MOF monitors and assesses development performance from the government 
perspective. In addition, ADB coordinates with other development agencies and generally 
promotes knowledge sharing to improve development effectiveness and the efficient use of 
development funding.   
 
D. Summary and Recommendations  
 
9. ADB coordinates with other development partners during project implementation. Also, 
ADB will continue to collaborate with relevant multilateral agencies working in the area of elderly 
care in the PRC, particularly for analytical work, to share experiences in elderly care. 
Collaboration will include sharing of lessons, best practices, and participation in review 
missions, when appropriate.  


