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I. POVERTY AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS AND STRATEGY 
 
Poverty targeting: general intervention 
 

A. Links to the National Poverty Reduction and Inclusive Growth Strategy and Country Partnership Strategy  

The SRIP supports renewable solar energy development in India. The benefits of renewable solar energy include 
globalized benefits in the form of reduced greenhouse gas emissions; national benefits in terms of enhanced energy 
security, and additional electricity supply contributing to inclusive and environmentally sustainable economic growth; 
and localized benefits of improved livelihoods and job creation at the subproject sites. The poverty reduction impact of 
solar energy subprojects is both direct and indirect. 

B. Results from the Poverty and Social Analysis during PPTA or Due Diligence  

1. Key poverty and social issues. The proposed program would provide solar rooftop systems to industrial and 
commercial businesses to help the Government of India meet its 40 gigawatts (GW) of solar rooftop capacity target by 
2022. The proposed program does not have significant, direct impact on poverty. The installation of the solar rooftop 
systems in industrial and commercial businesses has no impact on resettlement or indigenous people, or any 
vulnerable group. The construction, operation, and maintenance work associated with solar rooftop systems will 
create employment and income, including economic benefits to investors, businesses and households that benefit 
from the electricity use, service providers and related industries, and various contractors and employees, including 
vulnerable groups and women. The produced electricity will lower the overall electricity tariff and improve the financial 
wellbeing of the end users, including vulnerable groups and women. The solar rooftop power system setup could also 
improve some basic infrastructure, such as power evacuation and distribution systems, in local areas. At the 
household level, the additional power generation will support economic activities and improve the livelihoods of Indian 
citizens through the provision of lighting, heat, refrigeration, and other household amenities. 

2. Beneficiaries. The beneficiaries are the general population in India who would benefit from improved availability of 
energy and improved environmental conditions, particularly those who would live and work in and/or near the project 
sites.  

3. Impact channels. The impact channels are employment creation from (i) manufacturing solar panels and related 
equipment (e.g., inverters and cables), (ii) designing and constructing solar rooftop systems, and (iii) operating and 
maintaining solar rooftop systems. The poor could also benefit from improved environmental conditions and the 
economic benefit of lower tariffs.   

4. Other social and poverty issues. None. 

5. Design features. Due to the commercial nature of the subloan lending, there are no specific pro-poor design 
features embedded in the SRIP, although the operation of solar rooftop subprojects will have positive economic 
impacts that could lead to livelihood improvement, job creation, and economic and business development. As 
indicated above, ADB intends to incorporate the necessary safeguard compliance features in the ADB loan 
agreement, and the subloan agreement if possible. 
 

II. PARTICIPATION AND EMPOWERING THE POOR 

1. Participatory approaches and project activities. During loan design and processing, ADB had extensive dialogue 
with a number of financial institutions, solar rooftop developers, power distribution companies, and other market 
participants. ADB will continue to engage in the consultative process through the project implementation to identify 
whether any potential issues would arise.   
 
2. Civil society organizations. Minimal environmental and social safeguard impact is anticipated. ADB will seek civil 
society organization monitoring and participation in dialogue when and where necessary.    
 
3. The following forms of civil society organization participation are envisaged during project implementation, rated as 
high (H), medium (M), low (L), or not applicable (NA): 
 
         Information gathering and sharing L  Consultation    Collaboration    Partnership 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=49419-001-3
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4. Participation plan. A project-level participation plan will not be prepared because of the perceived minimal 
environmental and social safeguard risks. 
 
           No.  

III. GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT 
Gender mainstreaming category: some gender elements 

A. Key issues. ADB will encourage the employment of women workers during the solar rooftop operations and 
particularly maintenance work. Due to the commercial nature of the subloan lending, this cannot be treated as a 
requirement but ADB would encourage the suborrowers (e.g., developers or industrial and commercial businesses) to 
employ women to the extent possible, and will highlight this in the ADB loan agreement. Access to appropriate and 
affordable energy is an important issue for all citizens, but gender differences with respect to household 
responsibilities, asset ownership, and livelihood options mean that there are gender-specific dimensions to energy 
access that require attention. Where appropriate enabling conditions are in place, women can make significant 
contributions to the energy sector and use energy as an instrument for enhancing their livelihoods. 

 

B. Key actions. Because of the commercial nature of the subloan lending, ADB is unable to include specific gender 
requirements in the loan agreement with PNB. However, ADB would incorporate gender features in the ADB loan 
agreement and encourage PNB to include the same features in the subloan agreements to stimulate the promotion of 
gender development under the SRIP. PNB already has a number of lending schemes that encourage gender 
development: (i) the National Rural Livelihood Mission promotes lending to women’s self-help groups consisting of 
10–15 persons, and to such groups located in remote tribal areas, and with disabled persons (minimum of 5 persons); 
and (ii) the Swaran Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojna promotes lending to the Urban Self Employment Programme for 
urban poor living below the poverty line in any city and town and residing in the town for at least 3 years; and the 
Urban Women Self Help Programme for urban poor women living below the poverty line in any city and town and 
residing in the town for at least 3 years, with a minimum of 5 women per group. In addition, small and medium-sized 
enterprises owned and managed by women, and women who own or buy property and/or homes are to be included 
as targets for the public awareness campaigns. Subproject developers are to proactively support recruitment of 
women for solar rooftop system operation and maintenance.  

 
       Gender action plan       Other actions or measures      No action or measure 
 

IV. ADDRESSING SOCIAL SAFEGUARD ISSUES 

A. Involuntary Resettlement  Safeguard Category:  A     B      C      FI 
1. Key impacts. The involuntary resettlement under SRIP is categorized as FI, treated as C. Only subprojects that 
have no IR impacts will be financed by the facility. 
2. Strategy to address the impacts. N/A 
3. Plan or other Actions. 

  Resettlement plan 
  Resettlement framework

 

  Environmental and social management 
system arrangement 

  No action 

  Combined resettlement and indigenous peoples plan 
  Combined resettlement framework and indigenous peoples 

planning framework
 
 

  Social impact matrix
 

B. Indigenous Peoples Safeguard Category:  A     B      C      FI 

1. Key impacts. The indigenous peoples under SRIP are categorized as FI, treated as C. Only subprojects that have 
no indigenous peoples impacts will be financed by the facility 

Is broad community support triggered?     Yes                     No 

 

2. Strategy to address the impacts. N/A 

3. Plan or other actions. 
   Indigenous peoples plan 
   Indigenous peoples planning framework  

   Combined resettlement plan and indigenous 
peoples plan 

   Environmental and social management system 
arrangement

 

   Social impact matrix 
   No action      

   Combined resettlement framework and indigenous 
peoples planning framework 

   Indigenous peoples plan elements integrated in 
project with a summary 
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V. ADDRESSING OTHER SOCIAL RISKS 

A. Risks in the Labor Market  

1. Relevance of the project for the country’s or region’s or sector’s labor market, indicated as high (H), medium (M), 
and low or not significant (L). 

 unemployment    underemployment   retrenchment    core labor standards L 

2. Labor market impact. The civil construction, system operation, and maintenance in the local labor market should 
follow the core labor standards. 

B. Affordability  

No impact 

C. Communicable Diseases and Other Social Risks  
1. The impact of the following risks are rated as high (H), medium (M), low (L), or not applicable (NA):  

   Communicable diseases      Human trafficking    
   Others (please specify) ______________ 

2. Risks to people in project area. 
N/A 

VI. MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

1. Targets and indicators. ADB and/or PNB would conduct periodic SRIP program and subproject reviews to ensure 
that subproject construction, operation, and maintenance do not deviate from the initial low safeguard impact 
assessment. 
2. Required human resources. ADB program review missions and PNB solar rooftop unit and PNB compliance 
officers would conduct the necessary subproject reviews.   
3. Information in the project administration manual. The program monitoring and review requirements are stipulated in 
the FAM, including semi-annual program reviews and period subproject reviews in accordance with the PNB internal 
guidelines. 
4. Monitoring tools. ADB program review missions and periodic PNB subproject reviews. 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, FI = financial intermediation (loan), MFF = multitranche financing facility, PNB = 
Punjab National Bank, SPS = Safeguard Policy Statement, SRIP = Solar Rooftop Investment Program. 
Source: Asian Development Bank. 


