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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities 
 
1. Myanmar’s major development partners coordinate closely with each other and with the 
Ministry of Electricity and Energy (MOEE) to help the government formulate long-term 
investment plans, improve investment strategy, introduce key sector reforms, and implement 
priority investment projects.  Because the private sector is investing in oil and gas, development 
partners are focusing on the electricity subsector. The key activities of major development 
partners since 2012 are listed in the table.  
 

Key Activities of Major Development Partners 
Development 
Partner Project Name Time line  

Amount 
($ million)  

Energy Sector Development and Institutional Reform 
ADB Assessment of financial management capabilities of the power 

subsector institutions 
2012–2014 0.20 

ADB Assistance to build understanding of ADB’s environment and social 
safeguard policy and its application for energy sector projects  

2012–2015 0.20 

ADB Support of drafting and upgrading the 1984 Electricity Law and 
preparing sub-law regulations (financed by the Government of Norway) 

2013–2016 0.90 

ADB Assistance in the preparation of the Myanmar energy master plan 
(financed by JFPR) 

2013–2016 1.80 

ADB Piloting and scaling up the applications of off-grid technologies for 
utilization of renewable energies in remote rural areas (financed by 
JFPR) 

2014–present 2.00 

ADB Assistance in developing a public private partnership framework. 
(financed by JFPR) 

2014–2017  2.00 

ADB Assistance for preparing the power transmission and distribution 
improvement project (financed by JFPR) 

2013–present 1.75 

JICA Advisory services for power supply improvement in Greater Yangon and 
capacity development of Power Transmission and Distribution 
Engineers 

2012–2015 n.a 

JICA National electricity master plan  2013–2015 n.a 
JICA National electricity master plan and capacity building (phase 2) 2016–present 2.00 
GIZ Promoting rural electrification program 2017–present n.a 
World Bank Advisory services for (i) capacity building for policy making and 

regulation, including development of a national electrification program; 
and (ii) capacity building for project implementation focusing on 
procurement and financial management, and developing a viable 
financial plan for MOEE  

2013–present 10.00 

World Bank Support for the corporatization of YESB (executed by IFC)  2014–present n.a 
IFC Strategic environmental impact assessment 2016–present n.a 
Energy Generation 
ADB, IFC Myingyan Natural Gas Power Project 2015–present 200.00 
AFD Rehabilitation of hydro power plants 2017–present 40.00 
JICA Rehabilitation of gas and steam turbines in Thaketa (Yangon) 2013–present 116.00 
JICA Power supply for Thilawa Special Economic Zone 2013–present 167.00 
JICA Rehabilitation of Baluchaung hydroelectric power plant 2013–2016 55.00 
JICA Hydropower plant rehabilitation projects 2017–present 98.30 
World Bank Replacement of existing gas turbines in Thaton with two 40 MW gas 

turbines and one steam turbine of 26 MW 
2013–present 130.00 

Electricity Transmission and Distribution 
ADB Power Distribution Improvement Project 2013–present 60.00 
ADB Power Transmission Improvement Project 2015–present 80.00 
EDC 190 km Taungoo–Bago 500 kV transmission Line 2013–present 88.00 
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Development 
Partner Project Name Time line  

Amount 
($ million)  

JICA Power Distribution Improvement in Yangon  2014–2020 60.00 
JICA Rural power infrastructure development  2013–2016 50.00 
JICA Power Transmission Project Phase 1 2015–present 206.50 
JICA Power Transmission Project Phase 2 2015-present 345.80 
KfW Support of national electrification program 2017–present 50.00 
Serbia 270 km 500 kV Meiktila–Toungoo transmission line 2013–present 116.00 
Thailand Rehabilitate distribution networks in three townships in Yangon—North 

Dagon, Okkalapa, and Shwe Pauk Kan 
2013–present 20.00 

World Bank National electrification project 2016–present 400.00 
ADB = Asian Development Bank, EDC = Economic Development Cooperation of the Republic of Korea, IFC = International 
Finance Corporation, JFPR = Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction, JICA = Japan International Cooperation Agency, km = 
kilometer, kv = kilovolt, n.a = not available, MOEE = Ministry of Electricity and Energy, MW = megawatt, TA = technical 
assistance, YESB = Yangon Electricity Supply Board. 
Sources: ADB, MOEE, JICA, and World Bank. 

 
2. With the original scope of the project (three transmission lines), the cost estimate 
exceeded the Asian Development Bank (ADB) allocation for the Myanmar energy sector in the 
country operations business plan. ADB discussed possible cofinancing for the project with other 
development partners, and they were interested. In addition, the ADB-administered ASEAN 
Infrastructure Fund (AIF) was made available. ADB offered cofinancing options to MOEE (e.g., 
financing various components of this project with different funding sources). MOEE considered 
the options, but preferred single financing from ADB and took out one transmission line from the 
original scope to reduce project costs. MOEE explained that having different funding sources 
under one project makes project implementation more difficult, and cofinancing terms and 
conditions are less favorable than the ADB loan. However, MOEE welcomed collaborative 
cofinancing, which is ongoing through the partner coordination.  
 

B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination 
 

3. In December 2017, the government issued the Development Assistance Policy (DAP) 
with the aim to use development assistance efficiently. It embodies the principles of ownership, 
a focus on results, inclusive development partnerships, and transparency and accountability. 
Based on DAP, the government established a system for regular dialogue with development 
partners at the national, subnational, and sector and thematic levels. 
 

(i)  Coordination Development Partner Group. This body coordinates between the 
government and development partners at the highest level. The government also 
established a development assistance coordination unit (DACU), a cabinet-level unit 
that oversees all development assistances and reports to the Cabinet. The 
Coordination Development Partner Group, on behalf of partners, regularly talks with 
DACU on principal matters guiding the operation of development assistance. In 
addition, the Foreign Economic Relations Department (FERD) of the Ministry of 
Planning and Finance serves as secretariat to the DACU and liaises with government 
line ministries and regional governments. 

 
(ii)  Sector partner coordination groups. Sector partner coordination groups (SPGs) 

ensure coordination at sector and thematic levels. The government chairs SPG 
meetings through a lead ministry.  Members are line ministries relevant to the sector 
and development partners that provide technical and/or financial support to the 
sector. The government has 13 SPGs for all relevant ministries.   
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4. The SPG for the electricity subsector comprises (i) the MOEE as the chair; (ii) ADB, 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and the World Bank as lead development 
partners; and (iii) the Agence Française de Développement, Department for International 
Development of the United Kingdom, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
GmbH (GIZ), International Finance Corporation, KfW, and the Norwegian Agency for 
Development Cooperationas development partner participants. Government ministries such as 
the Ministry of Environment Resource and Conservation and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation are invited to the regular meetings. The electricity SPG  is responsible 
for (i) preparing a medium-term investment plan for the power sector, as well as overseeing the 
implementation of assistance including loans,  grants, and technical assistance at all stages of 
power generation, transmission and distribution, and consumption; (ii) studying electricity pricing 
and proposing measures for financial viability of the power subsector, proposing a road map for 
corporatization and/or privatization of public enterprises, and establishing a framework for 
private sector entry; and (iii) introducing a regulatory framework that allows more independent 
public and private corporations. 
 
C. Achievement and Issues 
 
5. Development coordination has been successful. Sector planning was coordinated and 
responsibilities were distributed. ADB was made responsible for preparing an energy master 
plan, JICA took on the task of developing a national electricity master plan, and the World Bank 
developed a national electrification plan. ADB and the World Bank shared legal and regulatory 
support and financial sustainability assessments. Investment projects were also coordinated. 
ADB has financed rehabilitation of the distribution systems and transmission network. JICA has 
a wide range of support including generation, transmission (500 kilovolt), and distribution. The 
World Bank provided a large investment for rural electrification. Collaborative financing among 
the partners was successful. For example, ADB and JICA signed a cofinancing agreement in 
2016 for $552.35 million.  
 
6. The development coordination arrangements have resulted in a large portfolio of 
assistance. Development partners assist the government in almost all areas that it needs, 
including policy and planning, attracting private investment, providing funds for physical 
infrastructure development, and institutional reforms. Challenges remain in enhancing 
counterpart capacity to fully grasp the requirements of international cooperation to effectively 
use the available assistance. Partners are also required to design assistance program aligned 
closer to the medium- and long-term needs of the sector. 
 
D. Summary and Recommendations 
 
7. ADB’s programs and projects are well coordinated with other development partners and 
with the government through regular meetings of the SPG and frequent discussions with MOEE 
and FERD. ADB will continue to provide significant development assistance in the energy sector 
to help achieve inclusive socioeconomic development and contribute to the government’s 
objective of universal electrification by 2030. 
 


	DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION
	C. Achievement and Issues

	D. Summary and Recommendations

