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I. POVERTY AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS AND STRATEGY 
Poverty targeting: general intervention 
A. Links to the National Poverty Reduction and Inclusive Growth Strategy, and Country Partnership Strategy  

India’s Twelfth Five Year Plan, 2012–2017 targets an addition of about 89 gigawatts (GW) of energy capacity, 
including 30 GW from renewable sources. In February 2015, India announced ambitious renewable energy targets of 
200 GW by 2022: 100 GW of installed solar capacity, 60 GW of installed wind capacity, and the rest from other 
renewable sources. As of 31 March 2015, India had 23.4 GW of installed wind power capacity. The increased target 
set for renewable generation capacity requires increased investment from private sector companies and financial 
institutions. 

The project supports infrastructure and environment, two of the five core operational areas of the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), as reaffirmed by the Midterm Review of Strategy 2020.a Moreover, the project supports three of the five 
key thrusts of ADB’s country partnership strategy, 2013–2017 for India: (i) infrastructure development, (ii) job creation 
and access to jobs, and (iii) environmental sustainability.b The project is consistent with ADB's Energy Policy, which 
states that support for renewable energy projects will be prioritized and broadened.c The project is aligned with ADB’s 
corporate targets for scaling up support for climate finance, from the annual $3 billion in 2015 to $6 billion by 2020. d 

B. Results from the Poverty and Social Analysis during Project Preparation or Due Diligence  

1. Key poverty and social issues. The project will contribute to poverty reduction through the provision of electricity 
generation infrastructure and electricity that will supplement government services. Electricity generation from wind and 
solar parks by their very nature typically occurs in rural areas where the population is underserved and where poverty 
incidence is highest. In addition, the project will directly and indirectly contribute to poverty reduction locally through the 
creation of temporary and permanent employment, and availability of additional electricity that will enhance the 
sustainability of nonagricultural sectors. The presence of solar and wind subprojects across the six states (Andhra 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana) will diversify local employment 
opportunities and further assist private sector development in the renewable energy subsector. 
2. Beneficiaries. India’s electricity needs continue to be unmet, and rural areas are underserved owing to suboptimal 
service and availability. Unavailability of electricity, especially in rural areas, promotes uneven development and limits 
regional economic growth. Census 2011 found that electricity as a source of lighting in urban areas had reached 
92.7% of households, but only 55.3% of rural households were able to access it. Potential beneficiaries will be those 
underserved in mostly rural but also urban areas where electricity supply is absent or intermittent.  
3. Impact channels. In the short term, the project will provide beneficiaries with access to better and more affordable 
services and better opportunities to raise their income and improve their sustainable employment. In the longer term, 
the use of renewable energy sources reduces the threat of environmental and climate-related risks that would 
adversely affect beneficiaries’ social and economic life. 
4. Other social and poverty issues. The borrower actively engages local communities for employment where 
conditions allow and requisite skills are available. ReNew Power Ventures Private Limited, through its fully owned 
special purpose vehicles (SPVs), works with local government and nongovernment organizations in the 
implementation of corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs towards delivery of community development projects 
in the subproject areas. 
5. Design features. The project will support the seven SPVs to commission 709 megawatts (MW) of solar and wind 
power subprojects. These are expected to contribute to the diversification of India’s energy mix and contribute to the 
country’s renewable energy targets, and improve access to a stable supply of electricity, particularly for some 
underserved states; 255 MW of solar subprojects will be located in Jharkhand, one of India’s less-developed states. 
 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=50195-001-4
http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=50195-001-4


2 

 

II. PARTICIPATION AND EMPOWERING THE POOR 
1. Participatory approaches and project activities. ReNew’s environmental and social management system 
(ESMS) includes provisions and procedures for stakeholder engagement, community consultation, and grievance 
resolution in its subprojects. ReNew, across its subprojects, adopts participatory approaches in its CSR activity to 
strengthen inclusiveness and empowerment of the poor and vulnerable in subproject implementation.  
2. Civil society organizations. Due diligence for the project found no adverse media regarding civil society opposition 
to the borrower or its activities. The borrower’s CSR activity ensures adequate participation of civil society 
organizations in broader subproject impact areas.   
3. The following forms of civil society participation are envisaged during project implementation, rated as high (H), 
medium (M), low (L), or not applicable (NA): Indicate in each box the level of participation by marking high (H), medium 
(M), low (L), or not applicable (N) based on definitions in ADB’s Guide to Participation. 
         Information gathering and sharing (L)  Consultation (L)  Collaboration (L)    Partnership (N) 
4. Participation plan. Will a project-level participation plan be prepared?        Yes.    No 
ReNew’s ESMS has procedures in place to encourage participation and stakeholder engagement. The ESMS includes 
requirements for participatory community engagement in subproject impact identification and mitigation management 
as well as broader stakeholder engagement requirements regarding information disclosure.  
III. GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT 
Gender mainstreaming category: no gender elements 
A. Key issues. Electricity generated by the borrower will be sold into each state’s grid and will be transmitted and 
distributed by state-level transmission and distribution companies. As such, direct benefits to women in states where 
electricity from the borrower’s subprojects will be distributed cannot be quantified. Some of the critical constraints 
faced by women will however be considered in the borrower’s subproject impact assessment, and potential indirect 
benefits include: reducing the burden borne by women for collecting household biomass fuels by boosting electricity 
supply, and increasing participation of women in nonagricultural employment because additional electricity supply will 
improve economic conditions. 
B. Key actions. Describe what measures are included in the project design to promote gender equality and women’s 
empowerment—including access to and use of relevant services, resources, assets, and/or opportunities and 
participation in decision-making process: 
       Gender action plan       Other actions or measures      No action or measure 
No opportunity arose to include gender-related actions and measures in the project design, so women in subproject 
impact areas will benefit from measures delivered through ReNew’s CSR program, which seek to promote gender 
equality and women’s empowerment.  
IV. ADDRESSING SOCIAL SAFEGUARD ISSUES 
A. Involuntary Resettlement  Safeguard Category:  A     B      C      FI 
1. Key impacts. ReNew has no recourse to government expropriation for its land needs. Involuntary physical 
displacement is therefore not possible and all permanent land acquisition is by voluntary sale on a willing-seller, 
willing-buyer basis. Restrictions on land use from wind turbine construction and operation are typically very limited, and 
impacts are managed through the borrower’s ESMS.  
2. Strategy to manage the impacts. The ESMS includes site selection guidelines to avoid involuntary resettlement 
impacts and provides guidance on carrying out land procurement through negotiations. In addition, the ESMS requires 
third-party audits of market-based land purchases to verify that no involuntary resettlement impacts occur and that 
grievances, if any, were satisfactorily dealt with. ReNew’s ESMS requires avoidance of any loss of shelter or 
residential land. The ESMS includes land acquisition and resettlement procedures to ensure that any economic 
displacement will be avoided and, if unavoidable, be managed in accordance with local law and ADB’s Safeguard 
Policy Statement (2009). 
3. Plan or other Actions. 

  Resettlement plan 
  Resettlement framework 

  Environmental and social management 
system arrangement 

  No action 

  Combined resettlement and indigenous peoples plan 
  Combined resettlement framework and indigenous peoples 

planning framework  
  Social impact matrix 
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B. Indigenous Peoples Safeguard Category:  A     B      C      FI 
1. Key impacts. The borrower’s land acquisition procedure includes measures to avoid siting subprojects on land 
customarily owned or used by Scheduled Tribes (STs). Scheduled areas, with concentrations of STs, will be avoided. 
In the event of subprojects being located in ST areas, ReNew will avoid lands owned by STs and obtain the consent of 
the Gram Sabha (traditional village institution) for siting the subproject, before requesting disbursement. In such cases, 
a third-party audit will verify and confirm that impacts on indigenous peoples have been avoided and that consent has 
been obtained from the traditional village institution.  
Is broad community support triggered?     Yes   No 
2. Strategy to manage the impacts. The borrower’s ESMS includes measures to minimize and manage any potential 
unanticipated and unavoidable impacts on STs. However, for the subprojects to be taken up with ADB funding, 
impacts on STs are not expected.  
3. Plan or other actions. 

   Indigenous peoples plan 
   Indigenous peoples planning framework  
   Environmental and social management system 

arrangement 

   Social impact matrix 
   No action      

   Combined resettlement plan and indigenous 
peoples plan 

   Combined resettlement framework and indigenous 
peoples planning framework 

   Indigenous peoples plan elements integrated in 
project with a summary 

 
V. ADDRESSING OTHER SOCIAL RISKS 
A. Risks in the Labor Market  
1. Relevance of the project for the country’s or region’s or sector’s labor market, indicated as high (H), medium (M), 
and low or not significant (L). 

 unemployment (L)   underemployment   retrenchment (L)   core labor standards (M) 
2. Labor market impact. Wind and solar developments require a small number of highly skilled workers during design 
and relatively small numbers of unskilled workers during subproject construction (lasting less than 6 months). During 
operations, a wind or solar farm can be maintained with a staff of 15–20 workers. The impact of project’s subprojects 
on local labor markets is therefore minimal. Core labor standards are ratified in national law and enforced through 
contractual obligations with employees, service providers, and contractors.  
B. Affordability  
The price of electricity is set by offtakers in each state and is beyond the control of the borrower and the project. 
C. Communicable Diseases and Other Social Risks  
1. The impact of the following risks are rated as high (H), medium (M), low (L), or not applicable (NA):  

   Communicable diseases (L)     Human trafficking (L)   
   Others (please specify) ______________ 

2. Risks to people in project area. Given the limited workforce requirements and short construction periods, the risk 
of the project contributing to the spread of communicable disease is low. Most unskilled workers are also drawn from 
the local population, which further limits the risk of the project contributing to other social risks such as communal 
discord and in-migration. The borrower’s ESMS includes the requirement for a full environmental and social impact 
assessment for each subproject, in which such risks will be assessed.  
VI. MONITORING AND EVALUATION 
1. Targets and indicators. The project will finance the seven SPVs to develop 709 MW of solar and wind power 
subprojects and will also promote local purchase of goods and employ local labor. 
2. Required human resources. The borrower and ADB staff will monitor the environmental and social impacts of the 
project.   
3. Information in the project administration manual – not applicable. 
4. Monitoring tools. The borrower will prepare and submit annual reports on environmental and social monitoring 
compliance to ADB. The ADB project team will review the annual reports and will conduct review missions to validate 
and monitor progress of the project’s implementation.  

a ADB. 2014. Midterm Review of Strategy 2020: Meeting the Challenges of a Transforming Asia and Pacific. Manila. 
b ADB. 2013. Country Partnership Strategy: India, 2013–2017. Manila. 
c ADB. 2009. Energy Policy. Manila. 
d ADB. 2015. “ADB to Double Annual Climate Financing to $6 Billion for Asia-Pacific by 2020.” Manila. 
https://www.adb.org/news/adb-double-annual-climate-financing-6-billion-asia-pacific-2020 

 
 


