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SAFEGUARDS AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS SUMMARY 
 

A. Introduction 
 

1. In compliance with the Safeguard Policy Statement (2009) of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), the proposed project is classified as category B for environment, category C for involuntary 
resettlement, and category C for indigenous people impacts. ADB’s funds will be used for the 
financing of seven special purpose vehicles (SPVs), each established for a portfolio of solar and 
wind subprojects and each separately funded, in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana. (Confidential information redacted 
under para. 97(v) of ADB’s Public Communications Policy). 1  Environmental and social 
assessments for two subprojects were completed, and ReNew is committed to carrying out the 
due diligence and environmental and social assessments for the other subprojects in line with the 
provisions of its environmental and social management system (ESMS), which was prepared in 
2014 in compliance with the Safeguard Policy Statement. ReNew has engaged a third-party 
consultant to carry out updates to its ESMS, to both reflect its own implementation experience of 
the ESMS and also include enhanced measures to further improve the environmental and social 
performance of future wind and solar developments.2 
 
B. Environment 
 
2. The potential environmental impacts of solar and wind power subprojects are generally 
site-specific, reversible, and mostly associated with construction activities. These impacts typically 
include land and vegetation clearing for site preparation and construction of access and internal 
roads within the solar and wind farms, transportation and delivery of equipment and materials, 
excavation and laying of foundations, and installation of solar panels and wind turbines. Issues 
may potentially include occupational and community health and safety, shadow flicker, noise and 
vibration, soil erosion, and potential threats to bird and bat populations. The site visits confirmed 
that the site selection of three (3) of the proposed subprojects had avoided productive agricultural 
lands and environmentally sensitive areas.3 An Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 
(ESIA) Report was prepared by external consultants for each of the following subprojects, in line 
with Safeguard Policy Statement requirements: (i) a 48-megawatt (MW) solar power development 
in Adilabad District, Telangana; and (ii) a 30 MW solar photovoltaic development at Vangara 
Village, Mulkanoor, Karimnagar District, Telangana. The ESIA for future subprojects will be 
prepared by ReNew, through engagement of external consultants, prior to a request for 
disbursement. ReNew will also apply ADB’s prohibited investment activities list and ensure that 
investments using ADB funds (and funds administered by ADB) abide by applicable national laws 
and regulations, and comply with ADB’s Safeguard Policy Statement as well as ReNew’s ESMS.     
 
3. ReNew regularly submits environmental and social monitoring reports to ADB confirming 
compliance with all the appropriate clearances, approvals, and regular renewals needed to 
achieve regulatory environmental compliances. ReNew confirms that no accidents, litigations, or 
complaints occurred or regulatory notices and fines were imposed on the company during the 
reporting periods of 2014 and 2015. 
 
C. Involuntary Resettlement and Indigenous Peoples 

                                                
 
1
 (Confidential information redacted under para. 97(v) of ADB’s Public Communications Policy). 

2
 Detailed discussions of the updates to the ESMS are presented in (Supplementary) Linked Document 11 
(accessible from the list of linked documents in Appendix 2 of the main text). 

3
 Subprojects visited: (i) Sirguppa in Karnataka, (ii) Mandamari in Telengana, and (iii) Mulkanoor in Telengana. 

http://www.adb.org/Documents/RRPs/?id=50195-001-4
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4. ReNew has no recourse to government expropriation for its land needs and typically 
sites subprojects on private, unirrigated agricultural or unused land, without residential 
structures or any other improvements to it. ReNew, as part of its site selection process, avoids 
irrigated agricultural lands, land owned or customarily used by indigenous people (Scheduled 
Tribes) and government forest land. Involuntary physical displacement is therefore not possible 
and all permanent land acquisition is by voluntary sale at market rates on a willing-seller, willing-
buyer basis. Restrictions on land use from wind and solar project construction and operations 
are typically very limited, and impacts are managed through appropriate measures. Land 
acquisition procedures exist for each state, and ReNew’s ESMS includes a documentation 
register for local requirements for consultation and regulatory approvals, for adherence by the 
field project teams. For all its subprojects, in line with its ESMS requirements, ReNew engages 
a third party to audit subproject-related land procurement documentation so as to ensure that 
negotiation and settlement processes comply with national law and are in line with requirements 
for negotiated land acquisition laid down in safeguard requirements for involuntary resettlement. 
The scope of the consultants engaged for environmental and social assessments of the 
identified subprojects included the audit of the land procurement process and documentation. 
Based on the site visits and consultations with stakeholders—including land owners, village 
representatives, and land aggregators—the consultants confirmed that (i) all lands had been 
procured through negotiated settlements and no outstanding issues related to land 
compensation or livelihood impacts remain; (ii) land holders received market rates in land sales; 
and (iii) other impacts on the adjoining communities, such as any access restrictions to 
agricultural fields, were managed by providing alternative access roads prior to the occurrence 
of impacts. In line with its ESMS commitments, ReNew will follow the process of negotiated land 
acquisition for all future subprojects to be taken up under ADB project funding, and will carry out 
third-party audits to verify the process and ensure compliance with ADB requirements. 
   
5. Impacts on indigenous peoples are not triggered because ReNew’s site selection 
procedures will avoid procurement of lands owned, used, occupied, or claimed as ancestral 
domain by Scheduled Tribes, and include assessments of whether the respective subproject will 
affect the human rights, livelihood systems, or culture of indigenous peoples. Scheduled areas, 
with concentrations of Scheduled Tribes, will be avoided. In the event of a subproject being 
located in Scheduled areas, ReNew will avoid lands owned by Scheduled Tribes and obtain the 
consent of the Gram Sabha (traditional village institution) for siting the subproject, prior to 
requesting disbursement. In such cases, a third-party audit will verify and confirm that impacts on 
indigenous peoples were avoided and that consent was obtained from the traditional village 
institution. 
 
D. Other Social Dimensions 
 
6. ReNew has human resource policies and procedures in place, and core labor standards 
are ratified in national law and enforced through contractual obligations with employees, service 
providers, and contractors. Its ESMS includes monitoring and reporting measures to ensure that 
ReNew and its contractors comply with national labor laws and core labor standards according 
to ADB’s Social Protection Strategy.4 Since wind and solar developments require relatively small 
numbers of workers during design, construction, and operation, the impact of subprojects on 
local labor markets is minimal. ReNew promotes equal employment opportunities for women 
and has rights-protection measures in place within the workplace.  

                                                
 
4
 ADB. 2011. Social Protection Strategy. Manila. 


